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Christmas Mumber 
Che Christ-Child’s Blessing 


Oh, the music of children’s laughter Give yourself in some loving service 
Is dear to the Christ-Child’s heart; To a needy girl or boy, 

If you make His little ones happy, Then the Christ-Child will smile upon you, 
In His blessing you’ll have a part. And you’ll know the true Christmas joy. 


Jn a Dim, Dark Stable 


Can you picture a dim, dark stable, 
Where a lantern’s feeble light 
Brightened one narrow corner, 
On a far off Christmas night? 


Can you picture a weary woman, 
With nowhere to lay her head 
Save in that dim, dark stable, 
With fragrant hay for a bed? 


Can you picture the radiant glory 
Of a wonderful brilliant Star 

That shone on the Bethlehem stable 
To guide Wise Men from afar? 


Can you picture the nuzzling cattle, 
The twitter of yon sleepy dove, 
The wee, small cry of a helpless 
Babe, ; 
The prayer ‘of a Mother’s love? 
—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


fly Wiish For Dou 


As once again the glad bells chime 

O’er all the earth this Christmas 
time, 

My wish for you is true, sincere— 

May you have Peace through all the 
year. 


May friendships true to you be 
given, 

And God’s own love make earth like 
Heaven; 

May days of toil bring sweetest rest 

And every cloud have silver crest. 


As once again the glad bells chime 

O’er all the earth this Christmas 
time, 

My wish for all is: Christ reborn 

In every heart on Christmas morn! 


—M. D. T. The Holy Family 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


THE PAGEANT OF AMERICA 


The publication of the 15th and final 
volume of ‘‘The Pageant of America’’ by 
the Yale University Press (New York) 
marks an era in book-making in America. 
Here we have, spread before us in 15 vol- 
umes, by pictures and by text, the whole 
story of the making of America. The 
volumes are 10 inches by 8 to permit the 
lavish use of illustrations, two or three of 
which appear on every page. These illu- 
strations are also contemporary with the 
events, as far as possible, and this gives 
them unique interest and historical value. 
Thus, the volume dealing with American 
statesmen is replete with the cartoons of 
the day—and they are extremely interest- 
ing and amusing. The volume on the de- 
velopment of the American theatre repro- 
duces the posters and handbills from the 
beginning of the drama down to today. 
There are hundreds of old woodcuts in 
these volumes that were a delight to the 
eye. As the title, ‘‘Pageant’’ suggests, 
the story is largely told in pictures, the 
text often »eing but the explanation of 
the cuts. Taking all the volumes together, 
we have presented to us the picture of 
every American of note since the Revolu- 
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tion, as well as the pictures of those who 
laid the foundation stones of the Republic. 
Here, too, are all the explorers from Colum- 
bus on, It is really the history of Amer- 
iea in pictures—a sort of panorama, or 
moving picture, a ‘‘pageant’’ enacted be- 
fore our eyes. I know one boy of 13 who 
lives in these books. They make American 
history alive and real to him. He also 
uses them constantly in his sehool work. 
(Every school in America must have this 
set of books.) I wish every home could 
also have them. 


They are really such an invaluable con- 
tribution to the history of the nation that 
I am going to give the titles here in 
order: Adventures in the Wilderness; The 
Lure of the Frontier; Toilers of the Land 
and Sea; The Mareh of Commerce; The 
Epie of Industry; The Winning of Free- 
dom; In Defense of Liberty; Builders of 
the Republic; Makers of a New Nation; 
American Idealism; The American Spirit 
in Letters; The American Spirit in Art; 
The American Spirit in Architecture; The 
American Stage; Annals of American 
Sport. 


I cannot single out any of these volumes 
because they are all so unique and splen- 
didly done, but I suppose one will find 
one volume most interesting, one another, 
according to interests and tastes. The 
preachers and teachers will find the vol- 
ume ‘‘ American Idealism’’ of peculiar in- 
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terest because we have here the whole story 
of American Church life and the progress 
of education. The musiness men will find 
the story of the development of American 
commerce and industry of great interest. 
The younger boys will find the first three 
volumes fascinating with their pictures 
of exploration, Indian life, frontier lfe, 
and the adventures on the sea. The stu- 
dents of history will rejoice over the vyol- 
umes dealing with the making of the 
nation. For the art student there are 
scores of reproductions of American pain¢- 
ings, buildings, handsome railroad stations, 
homes, beautiful Churches, college build- 
ings and even skyscrapers. The students 
of literature will find all our authors in 
Volume XIII, and even the lovers of sport 
have their volume—XYV. 

Both in Europe and America there have 
always been printing presses that have 
taken delight and pride not only in giving 
the world great books but beautiful books 
as well. The Yale University Press is 
keeping up this tradition. When ‘‘*The 
Chronicles of America’’ were published 9 
years ago in 50 volumes, I took occasion 
to remark that it was one of the most 
beautiful pieces of book-making that 
America had produced. Again the same 
firm has enriched America with not only 
a set of valuable and interesting pieces 
of literature but also with a noteworthy 
specimen of the printer’s art. 

—Frederick Lyneh. 


Guardians of the Christ Child 


I.. The Virgin’s Slumber Song 


Close thine eyes, my sweetest treasure! 
All the birds have gone to sleep; 
Lilies swing their fragrant censers, 
Where yon dewy shadows creep; 
Love-enfolded, nought can harm, 
Pillowed on Thy mother’s arm. 


Sleep! unnumbered eyes are watching 
In the azure vault of night; 

Smiles that light Thy holy features, 
Tokens are of visions bright 

Which, before all worlds, were Thine— 

Bosomed on the Heart’Divine. ~ 


Is it mine, a mortal mother, 
Thus to foster and embrace, 
Thee, whom kings and angels worshiped, 
Who hast seen Jehovah’s face? 
Wonder of all wonders deep! 
Blessed be Thy sinless sleep. 


She wrapped His holy limbs in swaddling 
bands, 

And singing softly, tucked with loving 
hands 

The scanty robes around His lowly rest. 

Her doting eyes, that blessed His tranquil 


sleep, 

Shone long with meditative light and 
thought: 

‘‘What was it that those reverend sages 
spake, 


As they departed to their far-off homes? 

Did they not see good angels come and go 

Upon the shining ladder of their dreams; 

And though no longer star-led, still obeyed 

The whispered warning of the Heavenly 
will? 

They now are gone o’er unknown hills 
and plains— 

God leadeth +hem that trust Him more 
than kings— 

Leaving a crafty tyrant rave and fret; 

Checked by a higher Hand he champs the 
bit 

Of wrathful discontent, and brews revenge. 

Since then my faithful spouse dwells deep 
in thought. 

I see upon his kindly brow a troubled 
look,— 
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Its light o’ereast by clouds of doubt and 
care; 

But He who giveth His beloved sleep 

Shall set a watch at this late hour of 
night.’’ 

With this her weary eyelids closed, assured 

That One, more mighty than her Mother- 
love 

Kept guard over them, who guarded His 
dear Son. 

* * * 


II. Joseph, Awakening from a Dream 


O, gentle mother of this wond’rous Child! 

Thou, too, dost waken from a transient 
sleep. 

Hast thou, too, felt the waft of angel- 
wings, 

That fanned again our slumber-laden eyes? 

It woke me as yon midnight moon arose. 

The dubious dawn of my suspicions now 

Has broken into broad daylight of fact; 

For lo! the shining messenger of God 

Bids us arise and flee, this very night, 

To Egypt, once the refuge for our kin,— 

That we may bear this heav’n-entrusted 
Child 

Beyond the reach of Herod’s eruel hand. 

Ere never-resting time leads morning forth, 

And genial day reveals our duteous flight, 

We must be far beyond these holy hills. 

Calm, beautiful in her implicit faith, 

She raises with a kiss her sleeping Charge, 

And holds Him next the heart that lately 
beat 

With such deep joy at mysteries divine. 

Then from those eyes, that ever turned to 
God, 

Ascends the look that oft brought down 
relief. 

Thus nerved by love and strengthened from 
on high, 

They haste into the darkness and the 
night. 


* * * 


III. Escort of Angels 


The radiant forms of God’s appointed 
guard 

Shine dimly through the veiling mists of 
night; 


For they, who lately sang their ‘‘@lory’’ 
son, 


Above the frightened shepherds on the ‘ 
hills, =o) 
On ‘either side, with mute and wond’ring 
gaze ; ye. 
Enhedge them on the dark and dreary ’ 
road. . , 
With lofty courage, born of faith and 
prayer, 


’Mid perils and privations safely kept, 

They onward pressed, till far to southward, 
rose 

The golden glory of a vernal morn. 

The bare, uplifted arms of all the trees aa 

Began to cloth themselves in tender green; 

Aloft in his ethereal choir the lark 

Became a flickering speck, a sightless song, 

And turtle-doves cooed sweet and low to 
Him, 

Who later loved the many-colored robes 

That nature wears, and songsters in the 
air, 

That heedless on His Father’s bounty live. 

Then as the third day’s sun sank out of — 


sight, 

These holy exiles reached their journey’s 
end 

And, angel-guarded, camped on Egypt’s 
soil. : - 


By the river of Egypt in safety ero ‘ 
o’er & 

From their home and their kindred far, 
Now she sang to her Babe on the reedy 
shore, aie 

In the kindly light of the evening star. . 


Wd 


And she thought of the babe that was 
saved of yore, é 

From that dark and merciless floc 

Of the ark that a destined deliverer 

And the love that nursed him for | 


In the depth of her soul great prom 

hide, 

_ In her bosom she feels no ala 

For a greater Redemption do 
: vide, | | 

n this ages-long Hope 
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A VISIT TO BETHLEHEM 


Professor A. B. Bruce, of the Free Church College, 
Glasgow, once said to a group of his students, who were 
discussing some approaching convention, “Gentlemen, go 
to this conference or that convention, if you will; but do 
not forget to go to Bethlehem,” 

That is advice that we should all heed in this Christmas 
season. How many will pass through the season and never 
see Bethlehem! 

Perhaps we think how precious a privilege it would be 
to visit, at Christmas, the actual Bethlehem of Judea; to 
enter the Church of the Nativity, the oldest Christian 
Church in the world, and in the Grotto of the Nativity 
to kneel by the silver star set in the pavement before the 
Altar, inscribed with the words, “Hic de Virgine Maria 
Jesus Christus natus est” (“Here Jesus Christ was born 
of the Virgin Mary”). And yet, some one who was there 
on Christmas Day, has said, “The most unsatisfactory 
place to keep Christmas is Bethlehem.” I was there at 
another season than Christmas; but I, too, felt the truth 
of this. For they have not learned the lesson of Christmas 


at Bethlehem. Still the Orthodox and the Latin Chris- 


tians and the Armenians quarrel over their privileges in 
the Grotto of the Nativity. Many a time blood has been 
shed there and a soldier is always on guard to keep the 
peace between the Christians who are ready to fly at each 
other’s throats on the spot where the Prince of Peace was 
born! 

No, it is a pilgrimage of the spirit, this journey to 
Bethlehem, and it requires no crossing of the seas. Let 
us travel to Bethlehem and, kneeling at the manger-cradle, 
learn anew the lesson of love and kindness and goodwill. 


Do you remember what Scrooge’s nephew, in the im- 
mortal story of Charles Dickens, said of Christmas? (And 
for the proper keeping of Christmas I know nothing bet- 
ter, next to the reading of the story of the Nativity itself, 
than the annual reading of the “Christmas Carol”.) “T 
have always thought of Christmas time,” he said to his 
uncle, “apart from the veneration due to its sacred name, 
—if anything belonging to it can be apart from that,—as 
a good time, a kind, forgiving, charitable time; the only 
time I know of in the long calendar of the year, when men 
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and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up 
hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if 
they were really fellow-passengers to the grave, and not 
another race of creatures bound on other journeys. And 
therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold 
or silver in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good 
and will do me good, and I say, ‘God bless it!” 

That is Christmas, and we all, with Scrooge’s nephew, 
have good reason to bless it. j 

Of Scrooge himself, after his transformation, Dickens 
says, “It was always said of him that he knew how to keep 
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge.” 
May we keep Christmas well; and if for a day, why not 
always? And that we may, let us make the journey to 
Bethlehem, and kneeling at the manger of Jesus, learn 
that the greatest thing in the world is love,—the love of 
man for woman, of mother for child, of friend for friend, 
of God for us all. 

“Let us now go unto Bethlehem and see this thing which 
is come to pass.” —Henrt L. G. Kierrrr, D. D. 

* * * 


THE CHILDREN’S CHRIST-CHILD 


The KING of all the nations was born a little baby in 
Bethlehem, an astonishment to the whole world, to grown- 
up men and women, but not to little children. The child 
simply and promptly acknowledges God and Jesus, the 
only Son of the Father. The child sets Jesus upon the 
throne of his heart. George Dana Boardman said: “The 
birth at Bethlehem made babyhood a sacred thing; and so 
the very infancy of Jesus is a Gospel.” 

I have read that when a celebrated musician was asked 
to compose a national anthem for the people of another 
country he went and lived with them, studied them from 
within, shared their poverty, became one of them, and was 
thus enabled to express their feelings in his music. Jesus 
came down at the first Christmas and lived with children, 
and He knew them and their needs thoroughly, and the 
children then and ever since have instinctively trusted 
Him. The Son of God came into the world a little child. 
He is emphatically the children’s Savior. 

More and more I am convinced that children must be. 


4 REFORMED 


CHURCH MESSENCER 


DECEMBER 19, 1929 


brought to Christ without delay, and must experience con- 
scious relation to Him. Jesus loved the children when 
He was here in the flesh, and He loves them now. He 
called them unto Himself, and He asked parents and other 
grown people not to interfere with their coming. With 
a little child on His knee He said: ‘Whosoever shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” Christmas brings to us anew 
the beautiful lesson of childlike humility and sincerity. 

Christmas is properly a time of gift giving. We should 
first of all give ourselves to Jesus. Children should do 
this. All should give as a token of friendship. And we 
should give, as did Jesus, to bring good cheer into the 
hearts and homes of the poor and distressed. Unselfish- 
ness is such a beautiful virtue! In this spirit it is a very 
great joy to give service to those for whom Jesus, the 
CHILD, came down from heaven to earth. 

Lexington, N. C. —J. C. Leonarp, D. D. 


* * * 
GUIDING CHILDREN RELIGIOUSLY 


Perhaps no folly of professing Christian parents is 
greater than that involved in the theory that the child 
should be left free to form its own conclusions with re- 
gard to religion, without any constraining influences on 
the part of parents and teachers. In the December Jour- 
nal of the National Education Association, Mrs. Herbert 
Brownell effectively disposes of this heresy and suggests 
ways in which parents may become more efficient guides 
of their boys and girls. “Why should not parents take 
the responsibility of choosing a religion for their chil- 
dren?” she asks. “They seem to forget that they didn’t 
hesitate to choose each other as parents of their children. 
They dared choose where their children should live, what 
they should eat and wear, who their friends shall be. 
They will choose schools for them, what books they shall 
read, but the poor little things are denied acquaintance 
with God. Any home without religion is like an auto- 
mobile without a steering wheel; it may go, but where?” 

Mrs. Brownell, mother and grandmother herself, says: 
“Home is a state of mind, as well as a house with its 
furnishings.” A great “gift of home-making’” she de- 
scribes as the ability to train children in unselfish ser- 
vice to other members of ‘the family. Her suggestions 
are definite and practical. She says, for instance: “Just 
try telling your 2-year-old child each evening that he can 
pick up the paper that is on the porch and hand it to 
father when he comes home. What an achievement, and 
how he responds to the admiration his effort has brought. 
Let him do that regularly. He may get over the first 
thrills, but keep it up—that or some other service for 
a loved one. Don’t be afraid of starting these acts of 
service too young. A definite thing for each member 
of the family to do in the daily routine of homekeeping 
is a real step in teaching appreciation of the home. It 
would be a big handicap in my method of teaching ap- 
preciation of home if everyone had plenty of money and 
could stock a home with every convenience and luxury. 
Perhaps the family as a whole longs for a radio. If 
each member of the family can save a little, each one 
can earn a little, and all plan on the kind of radio they 
want, does anyone doubt that the radio will be appreci- 
ated when it comes into the home? If economy in the 
home must be practised, let the children know about it. 
It will be a matter of pride to care for furnishings and 
clothing so they may last and the money thus saved be 
used for other necessities. Family pride is a good kind 
of pride and makes for appreciation of family virtues 
and accomplishments.” 


May the happy Christmastide help to cement our family 
ties and give birth to a new loyalty and a larger spiritual 
concern for the children. If we have failed to “keep the 
home fires burning,’ and the light and warmth of the 
old family altar are not to be found around our firesides, 
this is the best time for a new start. Make the Pente- 
costal year a year in which “the God of our fathers and 
our God” shall receive in our homes the recognition and 
- reverence which are His due. 


‘comment: 


HE SETS THE PACE 


It is not a good sign when ordained leaders of the 
Churches appear to be irritated by the reminder, “Like 
priest, like people.’ Some clergymen, alas, are experts 
in the art of finding shortcomings in the congregations. 
they serve and then of blaming all these shortcomings. 
on others, without any recognition of the fact that they 
themselves have by their own work, or lack of work, left 
their distinguishing mark upon the tone and temper of 
the parish. Neighboring congregations which may be 
very much alike in personnel nevertheless may differ al- 
most as widely as the poles in spirit, and is not this dif- 
ference in activity and effectiveness to be traced very 
largely to the varying influence of the ministers? In 
spite of all assorted alibis, this responsibility is quite gen- 
erally acknowledged. 

The Watchman-Examniner states it emphatically in these 
words: “If the unit of the denominational tissue is the 
local ‘Church, the outstanding figure in the Church is the 
pastor. Whatever may be said to the contrary, the Church 
is largely what the pastor makes it. If he is cramped in 
vision, the Church will suffer from myopia. If he is a 
little man who preaches sermonettes on tiny themes, the 
Church will become asthenic. If he is a clear exposi- 
tor of the truth, an impassioned advocate of the truth, 
and a daily incarnation of the truth, a new generation 
of stalwarts will appear. If a passion for souls burns 
in his bosom, other workers will soon blaze with the 
same holy passion. If he is profoundly concerned for 
the betterment of social conditions, the membership will 
not remain wholly indifferent. If he kindles a big mis- 
sionary fire in the pulpit, iced indifference will thaw in 
the pew. If he lays his all on the altar and waits for the 
fire from heaven, others will present their bodies as liv- 
ing sacrifices. Example, as well as disease, is contagious.” 

Judgment must begin at the House of God. Facing 
the Pentecostal Year, brethren in the ministry, let us be 
honest enough and humble enough to acknowledge that 
the summons to renewed consecration comes first to the 
pulpit and then to the pew. The one man in every par- 
ish who is most likély to indicate the congregational 
temperature is the minister. Whether he likes to face 
the fact or prefers to sidestep it or forget it, it is the 
pastor who sets the pace. 

* * x 


WHEN THE WORM TURNS 


Many editors testify that the most difficult part of 
their tasg: is not in deciding what shall go into the paper, 
but rather in deciding what must stay out of it. It is 
pretty generally understood, moreover, that whenever it ign 
necessary to reject manuscripts, it is better to decline them = 
with thanks than to attempt an explanation. One of the — is 
magazines, referring to the editorial truism that it is par- 
ticularly unwise to give reasons for the rejection of verses, — 
as is frequently necessary, declares that “you simply can- | 
not argue with a poet,” and then adds this interesting 
“Editors are human, after all, and sometimes 
they do not live up to their exalted principles. The story | 
goes that there came to a magazine office not long ago the 
metrical outpouring of a feminine soul, entitled, “I Won« 
If He'll Miss Me!”. The editor read the effusion 
constantly increasing depression and then scrawled on 
rejection slip that accompanied the returned manuscrij 
‘If he does, he ought never to be trusted with fireart 


We also have heard that an editor recently recei 
letter : “Dear Mr. Editor: Will you please read the ¢ 
poem carefully and return it to me with your candid = 
ism, as soon as possible, as I have other irons in the 
The unregenerate editor replied : “Dear Sir: Remove 
irons, and insert the poem.’ } 

* 


* 
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sideration. The first is in the form of a question, and the 
second is a rather blistering indictment. They are as fol- 
lows: (1) “The merchant without his trade journal, the 
banker without his financial journal, the farmer without 
his agricultural paper, the doctor without his journal of 
medicine, would be back numbers; but the Church-member 
seems to think that he can be a live and up-to-date mem- 
ber without his Church paper. Js he running a risk?” 
(2) “Church-members, pledged at the altar to support the 
institutions of the Church, are reading rotten stories and 
misleading news, while their Church papers are unread and 
unsupported.” The MEssENGER proposes to allow both 
of them to speak for themselves. Why should not pastors 
allow these trenchant and altogether sensible statements 
of The Gideon to travel still farther by reading them from 
the pulpit or reprinting them in their parish paper or bulle- 
tin? In every possible way the people should be asked to 
“think on these things.” 
ok * % 


“GREAT GOD, WE SING THAT MIGHTY HAND” 


Our first Memory Hymn for 1930 is one of the well- 
known writings of Philip Doddridge, a distinguished Dis- 
senting minister of the 18th century, who entered the 
ministry when only 19 years old, and also organized and 
conducted a theological school for young preachers. It 
was the custom of Dr. Doddridge, immediately after fin- 
ishing his sermon, and while his mind was yet aglow with 
the warmth and unction of earnest, prayerful study, and 
the thought and plan of the sermon were fresh in his 
mind, to write a hymn embodying the doctrinal and de- 
votional sentiment of the discourse and have it sung im- 
mediately after the conclusion of his sermon. As a rule, 
therefore, his hymns are suitable for one subject and have 
a doctrinal unity not often found. They are the hymns 
of a pastor and preacher, written to meet the needs of his 
own people. After his death, over 400 of these hymns 
were published, and Julian’s Dictionary states that over 
one-third of these remain in common use. The idea of 
praising God through the whole of our existence runs 
through a number of the hymns written by Dr. Doddridge, 
who made his brief life a real doxology. In this typical 
New Year hymn, “Great God, We Sing That Mighty 
Hand”, we find the spirit of unfaltering trust and glad 
surrender to the leadership of our Heavenly Father, which 
is so essential at the beginning of a year fraught with so 
many perils and mysteries. We are only pilgrims and 
strangers, and we do not know what is in the darkness of 
+he future, or of our own lot, but we know that we are 
in His hands Who loves us with “a love that will not let 
us go.” Let us therefore, as the new year of grace begins, 
make these gracious words of Philip Doddridge the song 
of our own hearts. aeaenen 


MEMORY HYMNS FOR 1930 


The monthly Memory Hymns have become rather an 
established institution in the Reformed Church. It is 
surprising and gratifying.to note how many congregations 
and Church Schools are finding the regular use of these 
Hymns helpful, and to learn in how many homes these treas- 
ures of Christian hymnology are being committed to mem- 
ory by individuals and groups, ofttimes by shut-ins, who 
rejoice thus to share in the use of these great hymns with 
those who are privileged to attend the sanctuary, A num- 
ber of Church bulletins and parish papers co-operate by 
publishing the hymns and urging their use upon the people. 
For the first time this year the Memory Hymns are also 
given in the Almanac and Year Book. You will find a 
valuable and suggestive list of colors and suggested hymns 
for the Church year on page 93 of that useful publication. 
For your convenience, we are giving the list of Memory 
Hymns suggested for the year 1930, together with the 
number of the hymn in The Hymnal of the Reformed 
Church: : J 

January: “Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand’ 

Bei) si)” ; 
; eee “Brightest and Best of the Sons” (138). 
March: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (160). 


April: “The Strife Is O’er” (177). 

May: “More Love To Thee, O Christ” (642). 

June: “Fling Out the Banner” (534). 

July: “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” (600). 

August, “The God of Harvest Praise” (582). 

September, “Lord Jesus, I Long To Be” (639). 

October, “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” (420). 

November, “Before the Lord We Bow” (23). 

December, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (127). 
RAPER El 


IS IT EASY TO “KEEP CHRISTMAS”? 


_It is not going to be easy to celebrate Christmas in Rus- 

sia. The Soviet Union, hostile to all religion, is making 
it more difficult than ever before. We are told, indeed, 
that “the authorities have decreed” that there shall be no 
observance of the glad festival of our Saviour’s birth. Or- 
ders issued in Moscow prohibit the sale of Christmas trees 
or toys or the display of Yuletide articles in show-win- 
dows. Police are to arrest anyone found bringing Christ- 
mas trees into the city. Workers will have to toil the 
usual hours on Christmas Day. Artists and singers who 
share in Christmas programs will be expelled from their 
unions. As part of the campaign, bells have been removed 
from many Churches and the metal melted for industrial 
uses. And what is more, if these atheistic authorities have 
their way, Russian children will be taken on Christmas to 
anti-religious movies and entertainments where they can 
be yet more prejudiced against the “good news” of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God. Could devilish ingenuity 
go much farther? 

But if in Russia it is made too difficult to celebrate 
Christmas, in America it may be made too easy. If our 
observance is truly spiritual, we cannot, of course, have too 
much of Christmas. But, alas, the temptation is great 
to make the celebration too largely mechanical and com- 
mercial. All sorts of specious methods are employed to 
induce people to spend, spend, spend! Attractively phrased 
but dangerous advertisements offer credit, promise no bills 
for several months after the holidays, and lead not a few 
to an orgy of spending that brings them to the New Year 
under the handicap of a burdensome debt. It requires a 
strong will indeed to resist the lure of shop-windows, the 
holiday decorations, the urge to “keep up with the Joneses,” 
and the very summons of the season itself to seif-forget- 
ful generosity. The “easy terms” offered to prospective 
customers are found to be not so easy, after all, when 
the time comes to “pay up.” It would be far better for a 
lot of folks if the popular ways of observing Christmas 
did not involve such extravagance and needless luxury for 
those who can ill afford it. “I am sorry our observance 
of Christmas has become so complex, so difficult, so arti- 
ficial in many ways,” writes one of our busy pastors. “TI 
hope that some day we may come to a much simpler and 
more sincere observance of our Saviour’s nativity—an 
observance less steeped in commercialism and worldly 
pleasures, and more alive with the spirit of the hymn, ‘We 
come to worship Him, Christ the Lord?” 

We may be thankful that in our favored land tyranny 
does not attempt to prevent the celebration of the Christ- 
Child’s birthday. There is no persecution designed to 
keep us from the feast. We may, if we will, “repeat o’er 
and o’er the dear old story” and join in the merry music 
of the Christmastide, with hearts as well as voices. Even 
from homes of penury and beds of pain, we may prove 
once again that we know how to “keep Christmas.” If 
we do not echo the angelic chorus, it will not be the 
strong arm of human law which hinders us. If we fail 
to worship our King, we are without excuse. 

Even among the sadly harassed but deeply religious 
people of Russia, many thousands will refuse to be in- 
timidated. They will go to their shrines of worship and 
join in heralding the Saviour’s birth. Whatever the pen- 
alty, with which they may later be punished, many followers 
of the meek and lowly Nazarene will not allow official 
force and intrigue to choke them into traitorous silence. 
(Coming out of great tribulation, these worshippers of 
Jesus in a far-off land may show that they know, better 
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than some of us who live in ease and comfort, just how 
to “keep Christmas.” But here in America, where the 
very atmosphere breathes a joyous participation in Christ- 
mas, where the air is filled with the dear old songs and 
carols we have so long known and loved, it is possible for 
worldliness and indifference to do more damage than per- 
secution and terrorism can work in Russia. Easy as it 
seems to join in the celebration in this rich and powerful 
America of ours, it is not easy to “keep Christmas” in our 
hearts. Only unselfish love, joined with a childlike faith, 
can accomplish that. 
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TheParablesapsafed the Save 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SHOW AND THE 
PARADE 


I have never needed Grandchildren as a smoke-screen 
for attendance at the Circus; for even when I was a small 
lad, my father thought it well that we all should go to what 
he called the Animal Show, and being there, to behold the 
Curious Beasts which God had made, we also beheld the 
Curious Performances of the Circus, and the Side-shows 
beside. But if a man hath Grandchildren, he is reasonably 
sure of invitations to attend the Show. 

And I find it rather Confusing that there should be so 
Many Features going on at once, but in all other respects, 
as nearly as I can judge, the Shows are better than they 
were; and I think the Show-people have not time to be 
very bad. 

So I went to a Circus with a Job-lot of Grandchildren, 
and I talked with the Manager. And I said, Things have 
moved since the days of Old John Robinson, and even since 
those of Phineas T. Barnum. 

And he said, Barnum was not much of a Showman. He 
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was clever at inventing Headliners, but it was Bill Bailey 
who learned Barnum the Show-Business. But after Bailey 
still came others, and Bailey himself would go broke now 
if he managed his Show in the old way. 

And I said, I can well believe that. But tell me, Where 
is the Old-fashioned Parade? 

And he said, It hath gone where the Woodbine twineth. 
John Ringling tested it out and found that it no longer 
paid. ‘ 

And I said, I suppose that is because Streets are now 
Congested. 

And he said, That is one reason, but a minor one. In 
the old days folk piled the Whole Family into a Farm 
Waggon and drove to town and spent the day and took in 
everything and went back late at night tired and we hope 
happy. But now do they hop into a Ford and drive Thirty 
miles after Lunch, and see the show and go home for 
Supper. But if we get them to town in time to see the 
Parade, the children get tired and the family hoppeth into 
the Ford and goeth back home and doth not stop for the 
Show. Wherefore have we ceased to furnish Free Com- 
petition against ourselves. For the Parade costeth us Cash, 
and doth weary those who Participate, and John Ringling 
declareth that it Diminisheth the Recepits at the Ticket- 
waggon. Wherefore do we cut out the Needless Expense 
and Fatigue of the Parade and thereby Increase the Busi- 
ness of the Show Itself. 

And I said, Verily, these Circus men are aware of their 
Onions. And I think that other men might learn some 
things from them. For I am impressed with the Fact that 
in Education and in Religion, to say nothing about Com- 
merce and Manufacture, the Street Parade doth often out- 
bid the Show. For the Street Parade hath for its object 
the Luring of Folk under the Big Top; and if it serve 
iistead to give them so much of the Show that they care 
for nothing inside it cannot be reckoned as Profitable. 
Wherefore, beloved, if thou hast anything in thy Tent that 
the Publick ought to be willing to pay Good Money to 
behold, depend not too much on the Street Parade, but 
make the Show as good as Possible. 
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Messages of the Glad Christmastide 
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INCARNATE LOVE 
By the Rev. James D. Buhrer, Ph.D. 


‘‘Pink’?’ or Carnation was the name of 
a flower always found in my mother’s 
summer gardens. By incarnation we mean 
God manifested in human flesh. Then what 
does this term imply? How can a person 
dwell in a human body? It does not mean 
that I dwell in the body like a pint of 
water is contained in a pint can. We do 
not live in the body as something which 
contains us. Dwelling in a body means 
merely to have a type of experience in ac- 
cordance with certain forms and laws. 
Dying is merely going out of one type of 
experiences into another. And so to be- 
come human means to become subject to 
certain limitations of human life. When 
Jesus, therefore, became incarnate, He 
merely became subject to certain finite 
experiences and so became flesh. In this 
sense He assumed our nature, when love 
became incarnate. 

St. Paul declared: ‘‘The love of God 
constrains me.’’ There is something tre- 
mendous in this naive, universal quality 
of human nature called love. Here is the 
paradox. In this world of pain and sor- 
row, greed and grief, how can I believe 
in a God of love? On the other hand, the 
irresistible demand in my dealing with 
God or man in this world is love. These 


are the two most complex and most sim- 
ple demands made on me. They are just 
as hard to prove as they are to eradicate. 
I am either a mundane freak with flashes 
of glory or a mysterious divine fire, kin- 
dled by another world. ‘‘God so loved that 
He gave.’’ God loves; that is why He 
gave. Love must give in order to live. 
God must love in order to live among men. 
Love is a necessity of the nature of God. 
And man’s life is measured by his power 
to love. Life without love is a hopeless 
struggle until it ends in despair or suicide. 

But the nearer we draw to the incarnate 
love, the more glorious life—personal and 
social—becomes, until we reach ‘‘the love 
of God that passes all human understand- 
ing.’’ It is the love of God that constrains, 
ereates, produces the golden harvest in 
life’s toil and labor; it is the ‘‘pearl of 
great price,’’ discovered and secured by 
service through the use of the best we have 
and are, in these days of abundant grace. 


Washington, D. C. 


‘JUST A-LISTENING’’ 
By John L. Herbster 
The most human experience of the Di- 
vine is repeatedly appreciated at Christ- 
mas time. Every sincere Christian believer 
in the whole world is set attune with the 
heavenly message of yore. Even midst 


stress and strain, hustle and bustle, noise 
and confusion, expectancy and reality, “ 


‘hard days and sleepless nights, humanity 


now, if ever, experiences a united mu- 
tual patience and an anticipatory joy, for 
Christmas is coming! Families again will 
be united, seated around the hearth-fire or 


the table ‘‘just a-listening’’ in sacred fel- -< 
lowship. Christ the Lord will again be ; 

worshiped in every dale and hamlet as ”) 
communities are to be seated in reverence, 2, 
““just a-listening,’’ while heaven and na- 4 
ture sing, 2 


Christmas Eve’s here. Stockings are 
hung and the fun’s begun. Precious darl- 
ings are tucked away under cozy covers, 
awaiting either jingle bells or a humming 
motor to announce the long-expected fairy- 
land visitor. ls 

While a-sleeping, yet ‘‘a-listening,’’ the 
whole house suddenly becomes astir, awe- 
stricken, amazed, and bows in reverence — 
as some angelic voices proclaim: ‘‘Be 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good t 
ings of great joy, which shall be to 
people: for there is born unto you this 
in the city of David a Saviour, Wh 
Christ the Lord.’’ 7 

Slumber gone, the kiddies 


glee surround the yule tree, rew 
two to ten-fold with the lo 


fairy-land of toys and gifts. He 
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ter’s doll; there is brother’s sled; yonder 
are dad’s gloves; and betwixt and between, 
mother’s dress and slippers, too. And 
hearts are singing. 

Hark! ’Tis the Church bell! Early 
Dawn Service. Come, let’s go to worship 
the Lord. This is His birthday. God has 
come to earth—forever to abide with us, 
His children. Are we ‘‘a-listening’’? Do 
we hear the strain? ‘‘Hark, the herald 
angels sing, ‘Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and 
sinners reconciled’.’’ Let those refuse to 
sing who do not know that ‘‘Christ the 
Lord is born today.’’ 

Schuylkill Haven, Pa. 


PEACE ON EARTH 
By Ralph L. Holland 

*¢And suddenly there was with the an- 
gel a multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God, and saying, 

*< “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among men in whom He is 
well pleased’.’’ 

Never since Luke wrote this beautiful 
account of the Nativity has there been 
more hope for the realization of peace on 
earth. I say this in the face of the fact 
that more men are under arms now than in 
any other ‘‘era’’ of peace. How then can 
we sing of peace among men and good will 
on earth? 

While it is true that there are many 
men under arms, there is likewise a new 
attitude of peace springing up everywhere 
in the souls of God’s people. While in 
yesteryear we vaunted armed strength, this 
year we see anew with the shepherds of 
Judea a new vision—the glory of the 
dawn of world peace. 

The Outlawry of War has this year been 
proclaimed the supreme law of scores of 
nations. A new Disarmament Conference 
has been summoned for the beginning of 
the new year when in London our nations 
shall attempt further to reduce the power 
and size of their respective navies. 

Where previously we exalted the war- 
rior and war, we are, 1900 years after the 
birth of the Christian Church, now exalt- 
ing peace and good will. We have at last 
come to realize the meaning of our Lord’s 
teaching: 

‘*Blessed are the peace-makers: for they 
shall be called the sons of God.’’ 


Fort Washington, Pa. 


THE JOY STAR 

By John Ss. Adam 
This morning as the gray dawn appeared 
in the eastern sky, one could see one be- 
lated star, big and bright, as it were sus- 
pended in the heavens. It held its own 
for a long time, keeping its brightness 


i 


- whole year. 


with a vengeance against the ever bright- 
ening eastern sky. A dark cloud above it 
and another beneath it emphasized its 
brilliancy and assisted it in holding its 
radiance. I said, behold it is a Christmas 
Star, the emblem of an unsurpassed Joy! 

This takes one back across the centuries 
to that time when just such a Star was not 
merely a star but a bright shining light 
leading Wise Men of the East to Jeru- 
salem, saying, ‘‘Where is He that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen His 
Star in the East and are come to wor- 
ship Him.’’ Yes, to worship Him! 

Thus a prophecy long foretold was at 
last fulfilled, bringing unadulterated joy 
to those who awaited its fulfillment. It 
was the first Christmas, the birthday of 
the Saviour, who was called Emmanuel, 
God with us. We have been celebrating 
this event annually ever since and it is 
become the great ‘‘Joy’’ season of the 
And well it may, because the 
world was black with sin and Jesus was 
glorious light, even out-shining the light 
of the star, driving away the darkness of 
sin and filling the world with the light of 
righteousness, justice, peace, hope, love 
and joy. 

God gave that night to the needy world 
the best that He had, His only Son, and 
He hung out a light to herald the news. 
It was a precious gift and it brought joy 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


I wish I might have heard those an- 
gels sing 

Their welcome to the new-born Lord 
and King! 

On Christmas Eve I try to catch 
again 

Their wondrous music to those shep- 
herd men. 


I wish I might have joined those 
three or four 
Who left their flocks to worship and 


adore; 

Or, if not that, at least might see 
the star 

That led those faithful wise men 
from afar. 


And so I muse and wish. But am I 


wise? 

Perhaps I worship better with my 
eyes 

Upon the years since then—that Life 
so fair— 


Perhaps I might have failed had I 
been there. 


—George H. Lorah, Litt.D. 
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to the sin-weary world. It was more than 
a light; it was a glow, and its warmth has 
been warming the icy hearts of men down 
through the ages to the present time. Its 
joy-work goes on, 

May the ‘‘joy’’ of the first Christmas 
Star fill our homes and our Churehes. We 
do not want the artificial joy of which 
there is so much, which only sickens and 
sours us, but the real joy of the Wise Men 
guided by the Star, and of the Shepherds 
who heard the Heavenly Choir sing ‘‘ Peace 
on the earth, good-will to all mankind.’’ 


Middletown, Md. 


THE FIRST CHRISTMAS GREETING 
By Oliver K. Maurer 


_ On that holy, star-spangled, silent night 
in which the King of Glory was born, the 
first Christmas Greeting was sent out. It 
was broadcast from Station HEAVEN. 
The announcer was an angel. The message 
was, ‘‘Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people.’’ 
The first to receive this great and glorious 
greeting were the startled, star-quickened 
Shepherds. However, it was not to be con- 
fined to this group. The message was 
tuned to vibrate throughout all the ages, 
The wave length was subfficient to encir- 
cle the globe and wrap all souls in its 
joyous embrace. Is it not this universal 
ring and the wonderful tidings which it 
brings, that makes Christmas the greatest 
day in the chronicles of angels and men? 

For the last twenty centuries the ‘‘good 
tidings of great joy’’ have spread across 
the world in endless ramifications. Like 
the bright, twinkling star that wrote His 
coming in the sky, so the message of the 
first Christmas Greeting has brightened the 
hopes and enlightened the lives of myriads 
in all places and among all races. Peoples 
of far away countries have come under its 
brightness and caught something of its 
transforming bliss. Like all the greater 
joys of our holy religion, the good tidings 
of Christ’s coming have caused miles of 
smiles to ripple on faces where previously 
gray gloom held sway. 

At Christmas time a different and beau- 
tiful spirit takes hold of folk. Tokens of 
affection are exchanged and ecards with 
rich meaningful greetings wing their way 
to warm friends like birds flocking to the 
sunny southland. However indifferent a 
man may be to the needs of humanity at 
other times, on Christmas Day he is con- 
cerned that every one have a warm fire 
and good dinner. This spirit transcends 
the bonds of race and sect. It is impos- 
sible to evaluate or estimate the good 
cheer and joy of Christmas. How well 
that angel knew what the birth of Jesus 
would mean to human life. The angel’s 
home was in heaven from whence the Baby 
Jesus had come. He had dwelt with Christ 
and hence knew whereof he spake when 
he said, ‘‘ Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy.’’ It is Christ’s contact with 
the world that has changed, and continues 
to elevate the life and glorify the death 
of men and women. The joy that was pro- 
claimed in that first Christmas greeting 
was not an idle dream, but the expression 
of an abiding truth. 

At Christmas time we put forth an ex- 
tra effort to work out that truth. We 
try, and to some degree succeed, in experi- 
encing the joy that the angel announced 
was to be ours. This comes about because 
during the Christmas season we bring our- 
selves into closer contact with the Christ. 
May it be ours to have the thrill of ‘‘ great 
joy’’ throughout the year, and the years, 
by keeping in close, constant contact with 
the Christ of Christmas. He is the Star 
that enriches, enlightens and makes life 
really joyous. 

That was one wonderful night when there 
came upon the midnight air that glorious 
greeting of old, ‘‘Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy.’’ May it come to us 


as 
— 


anew this Christmas, as 
ing from heaven! 
Red Lion, Pennsylvania. 
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LOYALTY REWARDED 


By T. H. Bachman 
Holy Writ records the experience of the 
shepherds who remained with their flocks 


and carefully guarded the defenceless 
sheep. These humble. folks discharged 
their duties faithfully. They were aston- 


ished to hear a voice from heaven, and 
then the heavenly host began praising God 
and saying ‘‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will toward men, ’’ 
A new day had been ushered in. The vigil 
of the shepherds was past, for they, were 
now permitted to see and worship the 
Saviour. 

The Wise Men watched and waited 
through the night. They, too, were to 
look upon the features’ of the new-born 
King. . Simeon and Anna served in the 
temple and blessed God when they saw the 
Child... A quiet life did Joseph and Mary 
live. They meditated on what had been 
declared to them. Gradually were their 
eyes opened and. looked with wonder on 
what had transpired. In the Master’s life, 
Mary saw the seed, sown in earlier years, 
come to fruitage. 

Law cannot be, or often is not.enforced; 
injustice and suffering are known in many 
quarters; confusion is not uncommon; but 
the world awaits the day of universal 
peace. How may that come? ©The. pro- 
phets foretold it. They urged repentence, 
faith, service and patience. Great num- 
bers of Christians are making an earnest 
effort to bring the Christ to men. Will 
they succeed? When people remain true 
to their God and render service unto 
others, they have the satisfaction of hav- 
ing done well:and can hope to see Christ 
enthroned in the hearts and minds of men, 
He does not fail those who remain faithful. 
Fear not, your loyalty shall be rewarded. 

Slatington, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS—AN INEVITABLE GIFT 
_By Paul I. Kuntz 


Christmas is God’s inevitable answer to 
humanity’s age-old appeal, ‘‘Show us the 
Father and: it sufficeth us.’’ Christ is 
God’s Christmas Gift. For God so loved 
the world. .The clouds and darkness round 
the throne of: God.had to be dispelled so 
that all nations could ultimately join in the 
exultant ery of Simeon over the Christ- 
child, ‘‘ Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people.’’ 


Mankind has sought out.many inven- 
tions, as scripture states, but one of the 
witty inventions the seeking out of which 
the human race can hardly boast conspicu- 
ous suc¢ess in‘is the finding out of God. 
The lament of Job, ‘fOh that I knew where 
I might find Him,’’ has been the world- 
wide lament of all pre-Christian peoples. 
Perhaps. it is not so much the province of 
man to find-God, but’ very much the proy- 
ince of God to ‘find man; the divine to find 
the human, the greater to find the lesser; 
the Father to find the child. At any rate, 
the whole humbling history of religion 
shows that humankind have had not a tal- 
ent for an orderly finding of God but 
rather for stumbling upon God; like Moses 
at the burning bush or like Jacob wrestling 
with the angel at Peniel; or worse still—a 
penchant for stumbling over God and los- 
ing God, with eyes that see not, like Jesus’ 
own generation, particularly those who re- 
ceived Him. ngt. Accordingly with the wis- 
dom that comes after the event, can we 


not see that Christmas, the Incarnation, - 


the word become flesh, is God’s sublime 
corrective for man’s inveterate stumbling 
and sin; the Heavenly Father’s gracious, 
almost fool-proof, answer, if you please, to 
humanity’s age-old heayen-horn supplica- 
tion, ‘Show us the Father.’’ 
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Is it not divinely true that Christmas is 
because Christmas had to be; on the one 
hand the desire of all nations-in the hu- 
man ery, ‘*Show us’’; on the other hand, 
in the fullness of time, the Divine answer, 
“‘T bring you good tidings of great joy 
: . For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord.’’ Then why not as your Christ- 
mas gift to God, ‘‘ Follow you the Star that 
lights a desert pathway, yours or mine. 
Forward till you see the highest Human 
Nature is Divine,’? 

Mt. Zion Reformed Charge, 

York,’ Pa; 


WHEN JESUS CAME 
By B. F. M. Sours 


On far Judea’s plains 
The shepherds lay, 

When lo! angelic strains, 
With bright display, _ 
Burst o’er the scene of rest 
Where angels stood, 
With message, oh! how blest, 

Half understood. 


O’er far Judean slopes 
The shepherds sped; 

And all their Jewish hopes, 
So nearly dead, 

Leaped to full grandeur now: 
The Christ was born, 

And all the Jewish night 
Had found its morn. 


The humble world asleep 
In hoplessness, 

Knew nought, too tired to weep, 
But sin’s distress. 

But oh! the glory light 
Shines still more clear: 

The day still grows more bright, 
His love more dear. 


The world was waiting long 
For night to pass. - 

But that glad burst of song, 
O’er pasture grass, 

Announced the reign of Love, 
With glad acclaim,— 

So angels sang above 
When Jesus came. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 


By Arthur Yeakel Holter 


With the coming of Christmas our 
thoughts again turn to giving. Ever since 
God gave to the world His only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, men have thought of 
giving to others. And it is right for us to 
give. But, we should remember that ‘‘the 
gift without the giver is bare.’? I am 
reminded of a touching incident. A cer- 
tain mother spent most of her time away 
from home, and on one occasion was trav- 
eling extensively in Italy. Again and 
again she would send gifts home to her 
little girl, while all the time the child was 
looking for her mother’s return. Gifts 
were not enough. After many days, the 
mother sent home a very costly ‘flower vase; 
hoping the child would greatly prize the 
precious gift. But, heartbroken and lone- 
ly, the girl opened the package, saw only 
another present, and bursting into tears of 
agony, cried, ‘Oh, mother! I don’t want 
your gifts; IT want you’? 

And so the Christmas season again, with 
its spirit of giving, causes me to wonder 
if perhaps God isn’t looking more for the 


gift of our own lives rather than our gifts. — 
give so much time in social ose x: 


We 
but little time to en 
much time and ney in 

affairs and our lo b 
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We devote our energies to the Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Hi-Y and other clubs, and yet 

have little time to give to the organiza- 

tions of the Church. There is much gen- 
erosity and unselfishness in our lives, but 

too often it is only our high spirits and 

our good humor that prompt us, and there —* 
is only surrender of that which we do not 
value greatly. There is much of sweetness 
and kindness extended to others, but only 
that we might gain their favor. We use 
our talents toward the development of 
mind and hody, but we see thousands of 
souls perishing from hunger and thirst. We 
share our sense of moral right with those 
who need, and perchance say to the eripple 
by the side of the road, ‘‘This is the way 
to. walk,’? but we have little of that 
Christ-likeness to give that will say to such 
an one, ‘‘In the name of Christ, rise up 
and walk.’’ We manifest plenty of the 
works of righteousness, but we bear little 
of its fruits. 

Yes, we are in the spirit of Christmas, 
helping the world; but, my friends, are 
we transforming it? With all that we 
have and all that we are, how many souls: 
might be saved if we w ould think of giv- 

Let us 
remember that we cannot of ourselves ere- 
ate Christian character by our efforts, our 
service, our giving, but that we do so oy 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us re- 
member that we cannot make the a 
better unless we transform it by the visi 
of God in our own transfigured lives, - 

We give and give and give, and 1 
that we should. But, friends, Chris 
looking, not for your gifts, but for y 
your heart, your mind, your soul, your — 
body. ; 


é Nak 

‘‘Not what we give, but what we sh: 
For the gift without the giver is 
Who gives himself with his alms 


three,— Fy 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, ¢ 
Me.’’ _ 


+ THE PROMISED MESSIAH | 
By Morgan A. Peters 


The angel of the Lord appeared 
Joseph, the husband of the Virgin 
in a dream, saying, ‘‘Joseph, thou se 
David, fear not to take unto thee 1 
thy wife; for that which is concei 
her is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
name JESUS, for He shall save H 
from their sins.’’ 

Jesus means Saviour. It is the 
Joshua, which was the name of the 
leader, who brought the Israeli 
the Jordan into the promised 
Canaan. This Saviour Jesus is 
was promised to our first parent 
God said, ‘‘The seed of the wom 
bruise the serpent’s head.’’? This 
the same that was promised to Abi 
‘*TIn thy seed shall all the nation: 
earth be blessed.’’ He is the sa 
Jacob, when dying, spoke of as the 
‘funto whom the gathering of th 
should be.’? He is the same of. 
Isaiah prophesied, ‘‘Unto us a_ 
born, unto us a Son is given, 
government shall be upon His 
and His name shall be called Wo 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
ing Father, the Prince of. Pea ¢ 
increase of His government there 
no end.’? This is He of whom 
‘Tn the beginning was the 
Word was with God, and th 
God.”? And of Him St. Paul y 
is the mystery of godlit a 
who speaks of Himself i 
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being one of the smallest towns of Judea, 
has become by the birth of Christ, one 
of the most notable places on the face of 
the earth. A splendid Chureh has been 
built over the place of the nativity, a 
constant light is kept burning in the cave 
or stable where Christ-was born, and thou- 
sands of travelers in*the Holy land yearly 
visit the city of David and adorningly 
view the place of His nativity. 


The Scriptures are often explicit in 


noticing places in their narratives. Take 
for instance Mount Moriah, where Abra- 


ham’s faith was tried by the command of 
God to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice. It 
was no doubt the very spot where 2,000 
years afterwards Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, was offered in sacrifice, as the Lamb 
of God for the sin of the world. Take 
Bethel, where Jacob had his vision of a 
ladder reaching from earth to heaven, the 
angels descending and ascending, and God 
standing at the top of it, of which on 
waking, he said, ‘‘How holy is this place, 
surely God is here!’’ ‘‘And he set up the 
stone which had been his pillow in the 
night, poured oil upon it and called it 
Bethel (House of God).’’ 
Christian can point out with delight the 
time and place when and where he found 
peace with God, gave himself in covenant 
to the service of God. Our birthplace and 
the liome of our children are dear to us. 


Our true home is not so much in the 
place where we were born or regenerated 
as it is in the place where our friends and 
loved ones reside. The Christian’s true 
home is in heaven, the New Jerusalem, in 
our Father’s house, where our Christian 
friends have gone hefore us, where Jesus 
sits enthroned in glory, where we shall 
see Him as He is and be like unto Him 
and where God our heavenly Father shall 
Wipe away all our tears from our eyes. 


In Matthew we read, ‘‘He shall save 
His people from their sins.’’? His people 
were primarily the Jews. John says, ‘‘He 
came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not.’’ He descended according to 
the flesh from the Jews. His genealogical 
line comes down through the Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, through the 
house and lineage of King David, even 
down to Joseph and Mary. While accord- 
ing to His divine nature He is the Son 
of God, according to His human nature He 
is the Son of David. His people were by 
no means confined to the Jews. The angel 
said to the shepherds, ‘‘Behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.’’ Simeon says, ‘‘Mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou 
hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple. A light to lighten the Gentiles and 
the glory of Thy people Israel.’’ _ 


Notice, if you please, from what He 
saves His people: ‘‘He shall save His 
people from their sins.’’? It is from their 
sins, not in their sins that Jesus saves 
His people; He saves them from the power, 
guilt and punishment of sin. A sinner 
saved in the power and guilt of sin, would 
not be saved at all. A sinner unpardoned, 
guilty, unregenerated and with his heart 
polluted with sin could not be happy in 
heaven. Nothing could be so much out of 
place a ssuch an one in heaven, where sin 
has never entered since the fall of the 
rebel angels; heaven, the place of the 
holy angels, and saints, who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb, and are therefore 
clothed in the spotless robes of Christ’s 
righteousness; heaven, where God is en- 
throned in glory who cannot look upon 
sin with allowance, where.cherubim and 
seraphim bow before Him and ery out, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
_ Heaven and earth are full of His glory. 
How could an unconverted sinner endure 
immaculate holiness of heaven? A dy- 
g infidel once exclaimed, ‘‘ Heaven would 
0 me the papa part of Bele Oh, 
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Many a devout 


Thou blasphemed, yet indulgent Lord God, 
hell itself would be a refuge, if it could 
hide me from Thy frown.’? j 


Sin brought bodily and spiritual death 
into the world, and Jesus came to save 
His people from the power, guilt and pun- 
ishment of sin. He is both able and will- 
ing to save; He invites all to come to Him 
for salvation. ‘‘Come unto Me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.’’ And the Son of man has 
shown that He is abundantly able to save, 
and has power on earth to forgive sins. 
“‘The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, cleanseth us from all sin,’’ 


Myerstown, Pa. 


THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM 
By Abner E. J. Reeser 
For nearly twenty centuries all roads 
have led to Bethlehem on Christmas eve; 
a strange motley procession jams the six- 
mile highway between Jerusalem and the 


little gray town on the crest of a hill, 
where Christ was born in a manger, In 


it are American and European tourists, na- 
tive Syrians in their Old Testament garb, 


A PRAYER AT CHRISTMAS-TIDE 


. By Richard K. Morton 
We praise Thee, O God, for the 


matchless Christmas story. Thou 
hast sent to us Thy Son to reveal 
to us Thy nature and the beauty of 
Thy love. In Him we find a way 
and a truth; in Him we find truths 
to which our unaided minds could 
not reach, and beauty of life to 
which we have never attained. 

We rejoice that Thou art a loving, 
compassionate God who dost watch 
over us and teach us the way of the 
abundant life. How much we owe 
to the life and message of Thy Son! 
Where would we look, except to 
Him, for, deep understanding of life, 
beauty of character, nobility of mes- 
sage, and consciousness of the essen- 
tial value of truth, goodness, and 
beauty which rest only in Thee? 

At Christmas time children rejoice 
in the beautiful celebrations which 
have been arranged for them, and 
the older folk rejoice in sending gifts 
and in bringing holiday cheer, com- 
fort, and uplift to others. Conse- 
crate us all, O God, to this wonder- 
ful service, and grant that it may 
all in some way help in the upbuild- 
ing of Thy kingdom here on earth. 
Help us all to find our Savior at 
Christmas time and understand the 
profounder message which the sea- 
son may bring to us. Whatever 
Christmas brings us, O God, let it 
bring a personal love for and loyalty 
to Thy Son. Amen. 


modern automobiles and mule - drawn 
wagons all retracing the route over which 
the three Wise Men of the East were led 
by the brilliant Star over 1900 years ago. 
The cavalcade passes a well by an olive 
grove where, according to tradition, the 
three Wise Men stopped to drink and saw 
in the water the reflection of the Star that 
led them on and heralded the birth of 
Christendom, The road from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem on Christmas eve is jammed 
from end to end with pilgrims, moving 


slowly through the scenes that to a Chris-' 


tian are the most sacred on earth. The 
procession wends it way amid the sur- 
rounding country side, with rolling pasture 
lands and barren hills; soon it swings 
reund a hill and reaches Bethlehem itself. 
‘They are on their way to the Christmas 


eye ceremonies in the Church of the Na- 
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tivity—a queer, huddled-together Church 
said to cover the exact site of the man- 
ger in which the Saviour was born. It is 
from the belfry that the historic ‘‘ Bells 
of Bethlehem’’ peal forth their happy tid- 
ings each Christmas morn. It is said to 
be the oldest Church in the world. <A small 
altar stands against the wall, lighted by 
many small silver lamps. On the floor in 
front of the altar is a silver star, marking 
the exact spot where Christ was born. A 
Latin inscription is on the star. Here 
bishops and attendants kneel, in turn, to 
kiss the star. When this ceremony has 
been finished, the tourists may light tapers, 
while the choir chants hymns, and all kneel 
at the most sacred spot. 

Crowds throng the streets of Bethlehem 
through the evening of December 24. Sol- 
diers are stationed about the Church of the 
Nativity. <A field to the left, according 
to tradition, is the very field in which 
Ruth garnered wheat. Then comes the 
tomb of Rachel, followed by a hill on 
which, say the natives, stood the building 
in which Judas betrayed his Lord. 

The annual Christmas Eve celebration 
that has been held for many centuries has 
come from Bethlehem of Judea, to our 
country. Seven hundred years pass and 
carols were being sung across the Atlantic 
in a strange land called America, the New 
World. Another hundred years and the 
beautiful story begins to be told to the 
people dwelling on both sides of the 
Pacific. 


And then these past hundred years have 
seen the messenger of the manger run- 
ning with leaps and bounds into all the 
tucked-away corners of the earth, telling 
to those ‘‘who are in darkness’? that the 
world has seen a great light in Christ 
Jesus. 


Stars of Country, Church and Home, 
Mine wherever I may roam; 

And all other stars above, 

Star of God’s forgiving love, 

That which at the Saviour’s birth 
Gave salvation to the earth. 


THE ETERNAL QUEST 
By Lawrence E. Bair 


Frederick W. H. Myers was once ap- 
proached with this question, ‘‘If you 
could ask the Sphinx one question and 
one only, what would that question be?’’ 
After a moment of thought he replied, 
“Tf T could ask the Sphinx one question 
and only one, and hope for an answer, I 
think the question would be this: ‘Is the 
universe friendly?’’’ The question of 
Mr. Myers really was, ‘‘Is there a kind 
and loving God at the center of the uni- 
verse??? 


Yes, that is it. The quest of the present, 
as of all former ages, is the quest for God. 
Whether one moves among the toiling 
masses of humanity or whether he asso- 
ciates with the leaders of thought, the. 
need is everywhere the same, Multitudes 
of men and women echo the words of Job. 
‘¢Oh, that I knew where to find Him.’? 
The sleepless shepherd and ike tireless 
Magi of old, have many modern descend- 
ants, anxiously listening for angelic choirs 
and incessantly gazing ‘into the heavens to 
behold a guiding star. 


It is the supreme task of the Christian 
Church to lead this inquiring multitude to 
the Bethlehem manger. Scientists may 
point out for us the principle of harmony 
which runs through the universe. Philoso- 
phers may speak to us of the integrating 
process or the principle of concretion. All 
this is good as far‘as it goes, but the soul 
of man will remain unsatisfied and the 
stream of life will continue narrow and 
shallow, until the spirit finds rest and 
peace in the God revealed and manifested 
by Jesus Christ. 


a 


10 REFORMED 


CHURCH MESSENGER 


DecEMBER 19, 1929 


The Many Sided Christ 


“On His head were many crowns’—Rev. 19:12 


A Sermon preached in the Broadway Tabernacle, Broadway and 56th Street, New York City, Sunday Mormng, 
September 29, 1929, by the pastor, Rev. CHARLES E, JErrerson, D. D., LL. D. 


Nineteen hundred years ago there lived 
on a rock island in the Aegean Sea an 
exile by the name of John. He was an 
exile because he was a Christian. The 
island was lonely and the life of the exile 
was desolate. In his loneliness: he medi- 
tated often on Jesus Christ, his Master. 
On one Sunday suddenly the whole spir- 
itual universe seemed to open out before 
him and he saw Jesus more vividly than 
he had even seen Him before. His face 
was majestic, His eyes burned like fire, 
and on His head were many crowns. That 
is the language of symbolism. That is the 
symbolie way of saying that John per- 
ceived that Jesus was supreme in all the 
fields of action. He was sovereign in all 
the realms of power. He was ruler in all 
the kingdoms of life. All sovereignties 
were gathered up in Him. He was the 
King and Kings and the Lord. of Lords. 

Every careful reader of the New Testa- 
ment is deeply impressed by the large num- 
ber of names which are given to Jesus. 
On close scrutiny it is seen that these 
names were not given to Him by others 
but were chosen and applied to Himself 
by Himself. He seemed to take delight 
in choosing a variety of names in order 
to show forth the range of His personality 
and the scope of His mission. His favor- 
ite title was ‘‘Son of Man.’’ That occurs 
many times in the Gospels. When you turn 
the pages of the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew you read, ‘‘The Son of Man had no- 
where to lay His head.’’ ‘*The Son of Man 
has power on earth to forgive sins,’’ ‘‘The 
Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath,’’ ‘‘The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking,’’ 
‘“Who say men that I, the Son of Man, 
am?’’ The expression occurs twenty-five 
times in that one Gospel. When He calls 
Himself the Son of Man He is saying, ‘‘I 
am the son of humanity. I am the child 
of mankind. I am the real man, the ideal 
man, the kind of man that God wants a 
man to be. I am the man.’’ 

But He was not content with this title 
alone. He was in the habit of saying, ‘‘I 
am the light of the world.’’ That was 
even more pretentious than the other title. 
It is an amazing claim for a man to make 
that he is the light of the world, because 
we cannot live without light. We are 
dependent on the light of the sun. We 
Americans are very clever in manufactur- 
ing artificial light, but we cannot live on 
it. If the light of the sun were removed 
we should all fade away. Jesus says, ‘‘I 
am the light of the world,’’ and by saying 
that He asserts that without Him human- 
ity would droop and die, 


On another occasion He said, ‘I am the 
bread of life.’’ There are times when we 
want nothing so much as bread. Ocea- 
sionally we like cake but there are times 
when bread is far better than cake. We 
have all experienced moments when the 
most delicious thing in the world was just 
plain bread. Without bread we cannot 
live. Jesus says, ‘‘I am the bread of 
life.’? He said it to a company of men 
who had recently experienced the pangs 
of hunger. They knew what it was to 
be hungry and they knew what it was to 
be filled. It was to those men that He 
said, ‘‘I am the bread of life.’’ 


On another occasion He said, ‘‘I am the 
water of life.’’ He said it to a woman of 
Samaria at Jacob’s Well. She had noth- 
ing on her mind at that particular moment 
but water. She wanted water more than 
anything else. Jesus said, ‘‘If you knew 
who I am you would ask of Me and I 
would give you living water.’’ 


At another time He said, ‘‘I am the vine 
and yeu are the branches.’’ This was on 


the last night of His life. His Disciples 
were brooding over the thought of separa- 
tion. Death was coming and would cut 
the bonds by which Jesus and His Disci- 
ples were bound together. He says to 
them, ‘‘I am the vine. You are the 
branches. Without Me you can do noth- 
ing.’’?’ He expected these men to work 
after He was gone, therefore it was in- 
credible that death was going to cut the 
bonds by which they were bound together. 


O LITTLE CHRIST CHILD 


Oh, Little Christ Child, wise men 
travelled from afar 

To celebrate Thy birth. 

They brought rich gifts, with frank- 
incense and myrrh; 

And shepherds, too, from distant 
hills beheld the light 

And heard the angels sing their glory 
song, 

On that, Thy birthday night. 


But, Little Christ Child, that was 
long ago; 

The times are different now. 

The world is such a busy place and, 
as Thy birthday draws so near, 

There are so many things to do to 
celebrate it properly ... ; 

The gifts to buy, the cakes to bake, 

The parties and the pageants must 
be planned, 

The city’s poor provided for; 

For we would have folks happy, at 
Christmas, in our land. 


Oh, Little Christ Child, when Thy 
birthday really comes, 

It finds us smug and satisfied. 

Each task is done, each giftiin place; 

But oh, it finds us weary, too, 

Nerve-wracked and spent, 

To celebrate that night when angels 
sang of ‘‘Peace on Earth’’... 

When Thou, God’s priceless gift, 
wast sent. 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


Death cuts no bonds between Jesus and 
those who love Him. He is the vine. We 
are the branches. 

On another occasion He said, ‘‘I am the 
door.’’ He said it on the day on which 
a blind man whose eyes had been opened 
had been cast out of the synagogue. The 
ecclesiastical leaders in Jerusalem were 
dogmatic and tyrannical men. They had 
no hesitation in excommunicating a man if 
the man dared to displease them. This 
poor blind beggar was ignominiously cast 
out, and this is what Jesus said, ‘‘I am 
the door. By Me a man can come in and 
go out and find pasture.’’ That means 
that no man is dependent for his salvation 
upon the decision of ecclesiastical lords. 
The way is always open to God through 
Him. 

On that same day He called Himself 
‘‘the good shepherd.’’ Palestine was a 
land of sheep and shepherds. Every Jew 
knew the characteristics of a shepherd. 
The flocks were always small and it was 
possible for a shepherd to know every 
sheep by name. Jesus said, ‘‘I am the 
good shepherd. I know every sheep by 
its name and I am willing to lay down ‘aon 
life for the sheep.’’ 


In the upper room on the last she 
when the Disciples were all confused and 
depressed, Jesus said, ‘‘I am the way: We 


> 
> 


A fog had blown in and obliterated all the 
familiar landmarks. The Disciples did not 
know which way to turn or in what diree- 
tion to start out. When one of them said, 
“*T do not know the way,’’ Jesus replied, 
‘<T am the way.’’ He went on to add, ‘‘I 
am the truth.’’ These men were to go 
out and preach the truth, but they did not 
know what the truth was. They shrank 
from the ordeal of instructing the nations 
of the earth. Jesus said, ‘‘I am the truth.’’ 
They felt that their very life were being 
taken out of them by the departure of 
Jesus. They could not conceive how they 
could live without Him. Jesus said, ‘‘I 
am the life. My life is going to pulsate in 
you.’? Some time before this Jesus had 
said to two women who were weeping in 
the cemetery at Bethany, ‘‘I am the resur- 
rection.’’ They were mourning over the 
death of their brother. They believed in 
the resurrection but this gave them no 
comfort because the resurrection was so 
far off. Jesus said, ‘‘I am the resurrec- 
tion.’’ 

This same Jesus meets the exile on the 
Isle of Patmos and He says to him, ‘‘T 
am the alpha and the omega.’’ Those are 
the names, as you know, of the first and- 
last letter in the Greek alphabet. He goes 
on to explain, ‘‘I am the first and the last, 

I am the beginning and the ending.’’ In 
other words, ‘‘ All like begins and ends in ~ 
Me.’’ Later on Jesus says to the same 
exile, ‘‘I am the bright and morning 
star.’? Darkness brooded over the face 

of the earth. The whole universe was 
plunged in gloom. There seemed to be no 
hope of deliverance anywhere. The brute 
forces were in the ascendency. Spiritual 
forces were impotent and everywhere de- 
feated. But to this man oppressed by the 
darkness, Jesus says, ‘‘I am the bright - 
and morning star. Iam the star that points 
to the dawn. I am the star that tells you 

of the coming morning.’’ Let us think | 
then, this ie about the many Liss 
Christ. 


We need a many sided Christ because we Se 
are many sided creatures. The psycholo- 
gists tell us that we are made up of intel- ad 
lect and emotion and will, and we believe — 
that this is so. We are all conscious ore 
the fact that we have thoughts and emo- 
tions and that we make decisions. We 
need a Christ therefore who can appeal a 
our mind and also one who can sa a8 
our heart and also one who can brace our 
will. But we are more than intellect and © 
emotion and volition. We are a bundle of 
appetites and passions and every appetit } 
craves a different sort of gratification 
every passion burns with a fire all its ov 
We have aspirations and yearnings 
longings and every aspiration climbs b; 
different stairway toward the stars. 
need a Christ who can meet us on ey 
stair in our upward climbing. 


We are always changing because we 
creatures in a process of developmen 


eame a child and later on we be 
youth and later on they called us 


ing all the time. We were one 
the twenties and another thing in 
ties and another thing in the 
we are in the forties now we ¢ 
to be different in the fifties, 
ferent in the*sixties, and son 
ferent still in the seventies a 
and in the nineties, if God 
long. Our needs are always 
to meet these needs we mu 
sided Christ. We m 

will meet us at y 
fieult and 
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We are creatures of fluctuating moods, 
We are never just the same on any two 
consecutive days. We are thermometers 
and we go up and down. We are bar- 
ometers and sometimes the index points to 
‘‘fair’? and sometimes it points to 
*“storm.’? We need a Christ who can meet 
us in all kinds of weather. 


We can understand therefore why Christ 
chose so many names by which to image 
forth His character and personality. There 
are times when we want nothing so much 
as light. We say with Ajax in Homer’s 
immortal poem, ‘‘Give me to see, and Ajax 
asks no more.’’ But there are other times 
when we are not in conscious need of 
light. We are hungry. We want bread. 
There is nothing in the world that will 
satisfy us but bread. But again we do 
not want bread. We want water. We 
would not exchange one tiny cup of water 
for all the bread in the world, for we are 
thirsty and water is the one thing that 
we must have. There are other times, 
however, when we want nothing so much 
as a shepherd’s care. We have lost our 
way and we are out in a storm and only 
a shepherd can save us. Again, we need 
nothing so much as a star. We are dis- 
couraged. The sky is filled with midnight, 
Darkness broods over us. Hope has died. 
There seems no hope that the world will 
ever grow better. We need a star, a star 
that will speak to us of the dawn and tell 
us of the morning. 

Now, this myriad-sidedness of Jesus 
Christ is expressed in the very structure 
of our New Testament. Did you ever ask 
yourself the question, Why do we have 
four Gospels? Why would not one have 
been enough? The answer is that Christ 
is so many sided He could not have been 
completely presented to us by any one 
Evangelist. The Gospels are all different 
from one another, and the more you study 
them the greater these differences are. To 
a person who reads only carelessly the 
four Gospels are very much alike, and in 
some respeets they are alike. The similari- 
ties are very many and also very impres- 
sive. For instance, in every Gospel Jesus 
holds the center of the stage. In all of 
them we meet the twelve Apostles. In all 
of them we get acquainted with Martha 
and Mary, with Herod and Pilate, and with 
several other leading characters. We are 
face to face with a few cardinal events 
in all the Gospels, the trial of Jesus, His 
erucifixtion, His resurrection. No wonder 
many people assume that the four Gospels 
are quite alike, but no one assumes that 
who is not ignorant. Ignorance is a kind 
of darkness which blots out all distine- 
tions. There are many persons to whom 
all music is alike. They can tell the dif- 
ference between Yankee Doodle and the 
Long Meter Doxology, but they are not 
impressed by the difference between Mo- 
zart and Beethoven, or between Wagner 
and Puccini. There are some who pay 
no attention to the singing of the birds. 
To them all bird notes are alike. They 
ean tell the difference between a rooster 
and a robin, but not the difference be- 
tween a catbird and a hermit thrush, 
There are people who care very little for 
flowers. To them all flowers are much 
alike. They are all pretty and most of 
them have brilliant colors, but beyond this 
their knowledge does not go. They can 
tell the difference between a sunflower 
and a pansy, but they make no distinction 
between a tulip and a lily, or between a 
peony and a dahlia. There are many per- 
sons who are so ignorant of the New 
Testament that they cannot tell one Gospel 
from the other, but persons who cannot 
distinguish the Gospels from one another 
are missing more than they know. It is 
in the recognition of distinctions and in 
meditating upon the differences that we 
get an enormous amount of knowledge and 
not a little satisfaction. That is why I 
am always urging you to live with the New 
Testament and to live in it, to read it again 
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and again and again, to keep reading it 
always, for it is only by reading it con- 
stantly that one comes at last to know 
what the New Testament really is. Let us 
see how these Gospels differ from one 
another. 

When you open the First Gospel and turn 
to Chapter V you find this statement con- 
cerning Jesus, ‘‘He opened His mouth and 
taught them.’’ That is, Jesus is presented 
to you at once as a teacher, and all through 
this First Gospel He is opening His mouth 
to teach. It is in this First Gospel alone 
that you have the Sermon on the Mount 
complete. It is in this Gospel that you 
have fifteen parables, and a series of 
wonderful chapters of instruction begin- 
ning with Chapter XX. When you turn 
to the very last page of the Gospel you find 


THE CHRIST-CHILD AND THE 
CHILDREN 


The Babe Who is King of the Ages 

In Bethlehem’s Manger is born! 

With angels and shepherds and sages 

We hail now the glad Christmas 
Morn, 


‘*Merry Christmas!’’ we cry; ‘‘may 
the blessing 

Of Jesus our Lord make us whole!’’ 

Oh, the warmth of the Christmas 
spirit, 

Suffusing with kindness man’s soul. 


As thrilled hearts brought gifts to 
the Christ-Child, 

Love still prompts the souls of true 
men; 

For the children scatter God’s sun- 
shine, 

In them see the Christ-Child again. 


—Jeanette Ritter Heller. 


Jesus saying, before a cloud received Him 
from men’s sight, ‘‘Go, disciple the na- 
tions. Baptize them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, teaching them.’’ This means that 
the Disciples of Jesus are to be teachers, 
They are to unfold and apply the princi- 
ples of the supreme teacher. 

But there are many persons who are not 
interested in ideas. They do not want to 
be taught. All teachers are to them a 
good deal of a bore. It is surprising how 
many people do not care to think. They 
have no use for thinkers. Thinkers make 
them weary. But these people have great 
admiration for workers. They love a man 
who does things. There are persons who 
are thrilled by an idea. A new or a beau- 
tiful idea can thrill them down to their 
toes. There are other people who are 
never thrilled by any idea. They are 
thrilled by a noble deed. They have no 
admiration for thinkers but tremendous 
admiration for doers. This type of person 
needs a particular Gospel and they have 
it in the Gospel according to Mark. In 
Mark, Jesus as teacher does not stand at 
the front. Mark paints us the portrait of 
a hero, a hero who performs mighty deeds. 
It would be interesting some time for you 
to study the First Chapter of Mark in- 
tensely and see how different it is from 
anything you find in Matthew. There is 
one word in that chapter which occurs 
eleven times, the word straightway. In the 
King James Version the word occurred 
only four times, but it occurs eleven times 
in the Revised Version. This is because 
the Revised Version translates the Greek 
word always in the same way. The King 
James Version tried to break the monotony 
and so sometimes it translated the Greek 
word immediately and sometimes forthwith 
and sometimes straightway. But in the Re- 
vised Version forthwith and immediately 
are dropped and we have always the word 
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- pel Jesus is kind to Samaritans. 
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straightway. Mark says that straightway 
Jesus did this and straightway He did that 
and straightway He did something else. 
He does not say straightway He said this 
or straightway He said that. Mark throws 
all of the emphasis on Jesus’ deeds. He 
tells us He went into the synagogue but 
he does net tell us what He said there. He 
tells us He went into Simon Peter’s home, 
but does not tell us what He said there. 
He tells us that Jesus made a circuit of 
the Galilean cities, but he does not tell us 
what He preached on that journey. Mark 
is not interested in teaching. He does not 
seem to care much for ideas. He is very 
enthusiastic over what Jesus did. He tells 
us that in the synagogue He healed a man 
who had an unclean spirit and he tells us 
that in the home of Simon Peter He healed 
a woman who had a fever, and he tells us 
that in His circuit of Galilean cities He 
healed a man who was a leper. Jesus 
speaks only five times in this chapter, and 
in none of the five sentences is there a 
word of teaching. He says to two men, 
‘Come after Me and I will make you 
fishers of men.’’ He says to the Twelve, 
“*Let us go to the next towns, for I want 
to preach there.’’ He says to the unclean 
spirit, ‘‘Come out of him.’’ And He says 
to the leper, ‘‘Be clean, but do not say 
anything about what I have done.’’ Mark 
is not interested primarily in the ideas of 
Jesus, and therefore in his Gospel you have 
only four parables, two of them little bits 
of things, one consisting of three verses 
and one of four. There is no Sermon on 
the Mount in Mark. From first to last it 
is a Gospel which holds up Jesus as a doer 
of heroic deeds. 


But there are times when we are not 
interested in heroes any more than we are 
interested in ideas. Teachers and heroes 
make us weary. We can stand them for 
a while but we do not want them always. 
There are times when we need something 
quite different from ideas or from a shin- 
ing example. We want kindness and sym- 
pathy and affection. We want to be loved. 
We want the tender touch of a physician, 
for we are sick. We are bruised. We are 
wounded and bleeding. We need the skill 
of a physician. In the Third Gospel we 
have Jesus as a great physician. The Gos- 
pel was written by a physician and it was 
natural that he should respond to the phy- 
sician’s side of Jesus’ personality. The 
Third Gospel is the most tender of all the 
Gospels. Nowhere else is Jesus so sympa- 
thetic and so affectionate. In this Gospel 
He is especially kind to the poor, the poor 
were so generally neglected. In this Gos- 
pel Jesus is kind to women because women 
in Palestine were looked down on, In this 
Gospel Jesus was kind to Publicans. Luke 
tells us with great delight of little Zac- 
chaeus in the sycamore tree. In this Gos- 
Luke is 
the only Gospel that tells us the parable 
of the good Samaritan. In this Gospel 
Jesus is kind to foreigners. Luke takes 
delight in telling us about the first sermon 
in Nazareth in which Jesus reminded His 
hearers that Elijah was kind to a woman 
in Sidon and that Elisha was kind to a 
King of Syria. It was the kindness of 
Jesus to classes which were ostracized and 
hated that the Gentile physician took a 
special delight in portraying. 

But there come times in every life when 
we do not want a teacher and we do not 
eare for a hero and we do not long for a 
physician. What we want is a savior. We 


“want somebody to deliver us from our sins, 


We are conscious of our weakness. We 
cannot break bad habits. We cannot get 
rid of ugly dispositions. We cannot escape 
the gnawing of remorse. We want a 
savior. And in the Fourth Gospel we have 
the savior revealed. At the very begin- 
ning of the Gospel we hear a strong voice 
saying, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world.’’ You 
turn a few pages and you read, ‘‘God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
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begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 


Him should not perish hut have everlast- 
ing life. And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the 


Son of Man be lifted up that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.’’ You meet the Savior 
all the way through the Fourth Gospel and 
at the very end of the book it is stated, 
‘«These things are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Son of Man, and 


that believing, 
name,’?? 

It is because Jesus Christ meets us in 
all our needs and in all our moods that He 
becomes the Savior of the whole world. In 
every one of the Gospels He is the great 
teacher, and in every one He is the supreme 
hero, the man who goes about doing good. 
In every one He is the great physician, 
gathering about Him the sick and the for- 
lorn. In every one He is the Savior, for- 
giving men their transgressions and en- 


you may have life in His 


dowing them with a new life. But the 
emphasis of each of the Gospels is dif- 
ferent from the emphasis of the other 
three. In the First Gospel the teacher is 
first, in the Second the hero is first, in the 
Third the physician is first, in the Fourth 
the savior is first. We need all the four 
yospels to satisfy our needs. ‘‘Thou, O 
Christ, art all I want, more than all in 
Thee I find. Raise the fallen, cheer the 
faint, heal the sick and lead the blind.”’ 


What About the Christian Conscience? 


Dr. Rufus M. Jones, 
speaking in London, according to “The 
Friend,’ a well known denominational 
periodical, referred to the condition of 
the Nazarenes of Jugoslavia. In part he 
said, “There are in that country from 100,- 
000 to 125,000 Nazarenes. They had tak- 
en a very strong pacifist attitude. At the 
present time military service is required 
of all of military age; and the younger 
members of the group are being taken to 
prison. As many as 2000 had been in pri- 
son at one time... There were some 100,- 
000 Nazarenes in North America; he had 
been having meetings with them. They 
wanted the whole group in Jugoslavia to 
emigrate. He had visited President Hoo- 
ver who had recommended him to get in- 
to touch with the governments. of Chile 
and Brazil. These countries had offered 
land for settlement, with pledges of free- 
dom from military service.” Dr. Jones 
said that the case was perhans not dif- 
ferent from that of the Pilerim Fathers. 

John R. Seotford, writing in “The Con- 
gregationalist, has stated that the Men- 
nonites are contemplating migrating from 
Canada, because of the discrimination they 
had ‘experienced during and after the 
Great War. 

From the above statements it will ap- 
pear that Latin-American countries want 
citizens with Christianized * consciences, 
while the United States rejects them. We 
accept applicants for citizenship, some of 
whom may endanger our institutions, while 
we repel other applicants whose religious 
principles forbid their participating in 
seditious actions against government. We 
take a hazard on one ¢lass, and reject the 
class likely to constitute our safest sort 
of citizenship. 

The tightening of the screws on Chris- 
tian people who desire to live in accord- 
ance with the teachings of their Lord, 
ineluding the spirit and words of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, goes on apace with- 
out the knowledge of many of our serious- 
minded Chureh people who, after all, are 
most keenly interested. Here are a few 
typical cases: 

Rosika Schwimner was this year denied 
citizenship by the Supreme Court of the 


when recently 


United States because, although she was’ 


far above the age for military service, she 
could not promise to engage in war. Chief 
Justices Holmes and Brandeis gave a vig- 
orous minority opinion in favor of her 
admission to citizenship. Without eriticiz- 
ing the action of any of our courts we may 
simply recognize facts as they are. Dr. 
Macintosh, of Yale University, a man of 
the finest type of a Christian gentleman, 


was denied citizenship this vear because — 


of his stating that his Christian principles 
would not nermit him to support all wars. 
We are infermed that the annlieation for 
citizenship of the vice-president of a de- 
nominational college in Pennsylvania was 
this vear denied heeause he could only 
take his oath of allegianee. “as long as 
it does not interfere with lovalty to 
Jesns.” A Quakeress. of snlendid lineave 
and attainments, was the other day denied 
eitizenshin in Indiana heeanse she made a 
negative reply to the question, “If neces- 
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A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 


Our Father God, who didst so love 
the world as to send Thine only be- 
gotten Son to save us from our sins, 
we rejoice before Thee in the mem- 
ories and inspirations of Christmas. 
We thank Thee for this holy day, 
with its gladness and melody, its 
wholesome conspiracies of kindness, 
its contagion of good cheer, its sum- 
mons to give and to forgive. Help 
us to remember that there was ‘‘no 
room in the inn’’ for the Christ- 
Child, that we may not share the 
ancient guilt, but may make ever 
larger room in our hearts for the 
Lord Jesus, Who went about doing 
good, and Who continues to lead His 
true followers into every ministry of 
helpfulness. Yea, in every service 
to mankind may we feel the loving 
heart-throbs of Him who was born 
a babe in Bethlehem’s manger; in 
every agency of mercy, of sympathy, 
of friendship, may we feel that the 
heart and hands of Jesus are busy 
still; and may it be our high priv- 
ilege to help in creating the radiant 
Christmas music, which is the merry 
laughter of little children who are 
dear to our living, loving Lord. And 
so may we help to spread through all 
the earth the wondrous Christmas 
Light, especially among those little 
ones who are in the darkness of 
heartache and hunger and neglect. — 
We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


—Paul Seibert Leinbach, in ‘‘Talk- 
ing with God,’’ 
Cokesbury Press.) 


published by the 


sary, are you willing to take up arms in 
defense of the United States?” At the* 
same court all the other applicants, some 
“were hardly pronounce- 
able by the judge,” and who could hardly 
express themselves intelligently, were 
granted citizenship. 

Here is another phase of the question 
of rights of conscience; Dorothy Detzer, 
Executive Secretary of the Woman’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and Free- 
dom, was this year denied a passport be- 
cause she declined to take the oath con- 
nected with her application. This case 
was referred to the Seeretary of State, he 
reversed the ruling of the lower officials 
and her affirmation was aceepted without 
her promising “to defend,’ or to go to 
war. The ordinary common sense of the 
Secretary of State is to be commended. 
A certain “patriotic” organization, forget- 
ting its noble ancestry who 150 years ago 
contended for human liberty, endeavored 
to deny her rights. Numerous other in- 
stances can be cited of attempts made to 


violate the civil and religious anions 


which our country professes to stand 
with 


citizenship and moral attributes of many 
of our people, who in time past fled to the. 
United States to secure civil and religious 
liberty, has been a bulwark of our institu- 
tions. Can we today afford to rule such 
people out? 
Senator Bronson Cutting, of New Mex- 
ico, has been endeavoring to eliminate part ‘ 
of ‘the censorship proposed to be incorpor- 
ated in the new tariff bill. No Tig 
minded person wants obscene literature i 
troduced into our country, but unless so ne 7 : 
of the proposed clauses are cut out as a 
result of publi¢ opinion it is quite lik ; 
that books, written by eminent churchmen 
abroad, who plead for rational and Chi 
tian adjustments of international dispu 
as a Christian duty, may be interpreted 
the Customs Bureau as seditious, and 
fused entrance into the country. Ws 
not want a censorship to rest with 
clerks in the Customs Bureau. <A 
serious danger here exists, and all o 
Church people are vitally interested. — 
The well known columnist, M. BE. 
has spoken of “the most alarming as 
of the present situation. We have — 
to a point where we would go further ft] 
tariffs, where we would barricade 
selves in all kinds of ways; where we 
willing to exclude people as well as p 
and ideas.” He adds, “This, too, | 
after fighting a war to "gave the wo 
democracy.’” There is a vast diffe 
between the legitimate right of 
speech and assembly and the preae 
Communistie doctrines, which latter 
menace to our country and to Ch 
itself, 
I have seen little boys pare aé 
Armistice Day dressed in an 
to the last button, and carry 
guns. There were thousands of * 
and girls looking on. Militaristie 
many, even before the Great War, di 
present such sights. With a risin 
ation so handled. and with the 4 
subtle or open efforts to introduc 
pulsory military training into | ou 
schools and colleges, it is only a S' 
of time when the consciences of 1 ie ly P 
ents and children will be torn a 
ished. Go to New Zealand and 
if you want to see the inevita 
such a situation. J 
In recent correspondence with a 
States Senator about efforts 
made at Washington to push th 
draft bill the Senator declared h 
opposed to showing any 0 
whatever for the consciences 
may be drafted. He vehe 
that if any of our citizens 
teachings of Christ to the dem 
state there was nothing left for 
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What are the Christian people of this 
country going to do about these things? 
Let our Senator and Representatives at 
Washington know our individual Christian- 


“GREAT GOD, WE SING THAT 
MIGHTY HAND’’ 


Memory Hymn for January 


Great God, we sing that mighty hand, 
By which supported still we stand; 
The opening year Thy mercy shows, 
Let mercy crown it till it close. 


By day, by night, at home, abroad, 
Still we are guarded by our God; 
By His incessant bounty fed, 

By His unerring counsel led. 


With grateful hearts the past we own; 
The future, all to us unknown, 

We to Thy guardian care commit, 

And peaceful leave before Thy feet. 


In scenes exalted or depressed, 

Be Thou our Joy, and Thou our Rest; 
Thy goodness all our hopes shall raise, 
Adored through all our changing days. 


When death shall interrupt these songs 
And seal in silence mortal tongues, 
Our Helper, God, in Whom we trust, 
In better worlds, our souls shall boast. 


—Philip Doddridge, 1755. 
Charles Burney, 1779 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Clarence M. Arey, Box 322, Bridge- 
water, Va., instead of Mt. Crawford, Va. 


Prof. and Mrs. Nevin C. Harner, of 658 
N. Pine St., Lancaster, have announced 
the arrival of a little baby boy last week. 


Church Paper Day was observed in St. 
John’s, Orwigsburg, Pa., Rev. H. J. Her- 
ber, on Dee. 8, when Mr. George W. Waid- 
ner, circulation manager, presented the 
cause to two splendid audiences. The 
response—32 subscriptions—is typical of 
this loyal, enterprising congregation. 


Rev. D. F. Singley, of East Mauch 
Chunk, at a congregational meeting held 
Wednesday evening, Dee. 11, was unani- 
mously elected to become the pastor of 
Mount Hermon Church, Phila., Pa. Rev. 
Mr. Singley has accepted the call and ex- 
pects to start his new work on Jan. 15, 
1930. ’ 


President Geo. W. Richards, of the 
Theological Seminary, Lancaster, has been 
giving a series of 5 much appreciated lec- 
tures on Church History, in Memorial 
Chureh, York, Pa., Dr. E. O. Keen, pastor, 
under the auspices of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of the Community Training School of 
Religious Education. The attendance was 
large and appreciative. 

The annual union Thanksgiving service 
of 4 Churches of Evans City, Pa., was held 
on Wednesday evening, Nov. 27 in the 
United Presbyterian Church. Dr. Howard 


H. Long, pastor of the Reformed Church, 
preached the sermon, and the following 
ministers took part in the service: Revs. 
Vv. A. Nugent, J. A. Barnet, J. W. Lowerer, 
and Rev. Mr. MeMillen. - 


The Every Member Canvass is being 
made in St. John’s Church, Evans City, 
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ized feelings. Present laws and rulings 
can be changed, and proposed oppressions 
halted, if we so desire. Romanists, Prot- 
estants, Jews, agnostics all have a vital 
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interest in this great question . We never 
know what may happen to any of us, in 
future years, after adverse precedents 
have once been established. 


Pa., Rev. Dr. Howard H. Long, pastor. 
Instead of going from house to house, as 
was done in former years, the committee, 
appointed to do the work, will meet the 
members in the 8. 8. room after the morn- 
ing services, in the afternoon and eve- 
ning, and receive the pledge cards. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rey. Charles D. Spotts, pastor, the Young 
People’s Christmas Pageant was given in 
the evening, Dec. 15. Miss Pearl Lobach 
is the new choir directress. The Adult 
Class and the College Boys’ Class each 
voted $5 each, to be used in making a 
Happy Christmas for one of Lancaster’s 
poor families. 


St. Paul’s Reformed Church, Phila., Pa., 
through its pastor, Rev. Dr. F. W. Kratz, 
expressed resolutions of condolence on the 
passing of the Rey. Dr, Philip Vollmer. 
Dr. Vollmer was pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church for many years and his work is 
still living in the community and congre- 
gation. His Christian manhood is a re- 
markable influence and shall never die. 


The ‘‘Messenger’’ has suffered a real 
loss in the death of our friend, Prof. 
Philip Vollmer, whose department, News 
from the Continent of Europe, was much 
appreciated. He was for many years a 
valued contributor of this paper. We have 
also been exceedingly sorry to learn of the 
very serious illness of our able and gra- 
cious London correspondent, Mr. Albert 
Dawson, former editor of ‘‘The Christian 
World’’ of London. We fervently hope 
for his recovery. 


St. John’s Church, of the Mahoning, 
Pa., Charge, a rural congregation and at 
present without a pastor, is the first con- 
gregation in Lehigh Classis to pay 7/12ths 
of the present Apportionment in full. The 
men of this Consistory are to be heartily 
commended for exercising the leadership 
which was necessary to reach this goal. 
If a rural congregation without a pastor 
can reach such a goal, surely any congre- 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 


Amid the darkness, Thou art there, 
O God, and dost light within us the 
candle of hope, and as the sun sets, 
Thou dost make us aware of the 
stars. As the days are shortened 
and the dark of winter enshrouds us, 

Thou dost send us the songs of an- 
gels amid the gloom and dost light 
the Star to guide us to the glories 
of Bethlehem. 

We thank Thee, O God, for this 
tremendous and sustaining hope that, 
mighty and supreme as Thou art, 
Thou art yet as near us as starlight, 
mangers, and a mother’s arms. 

As we stand amid the splendors of 
this holy season, may we be aroused 
to a firmer belief in our arrival at 
last at the gates of the city of our 
holy dreams. 

In the name of Him whose Dream 
is more and more the world’s abiding 


hope. Amen, 
—Addison H. Groff. 
YS “See ae 
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gation with the mind and spirit of Christ 
can do likewise. 


First Church, Plymouth, Pa., Rev. Harry 
N. Spink, pastor, has paid its Apportion- 
ment in full. On Noy. 10 the last mort- 
gage on the parsonage was burned, ¢lear- 
ing the Church of all debt. On Nov. 17, 
after the canvassers had dinner at the 
parsonage, they made the Every Member 
Canvass, which was very successful. The 
Church services are very well attended 
and every organization is working. The 
Church is in an excellent condition. On 
Friday evening, Dec. 3 Societies of the 
Church, Junior, Intermediate and Senior, 
won banners for having the largest per- 
centage present. 


In Emmanuel Church, Rochester, N. Y., 
Rev. Frederick H. Diehm, pastor, a can- 
tata by the choir will be rendered at 7.30 
P..M., Dee. 22. A 10.30 A. M. service will 
be held Christmas Day. Holy Communion 
will be celebrated. Dec. 29. New Year’s 
Day Worship will be held Jan, 1, at 10.30 
A. M. The annual meeting will be held 
Jan. ls at 630 P.M. F/izths of the 
Apportionment will be paid by Dee, 31. 
The Thank Offering service of the W. M.S. 
was held Dec. 1. Offering, $306.29. The 
Pastor’s Class of 12 members meets every 
Saturday morning. The attractive Christ- 
mas number of ‘Emanuel Messenger’’ 
contains a challenge to send the ‘‘ Messen- 
ger’’ as a Christmas gift to a friend, and 
a reminder to order the 1930 Almanac. 


The members of the Reformed Minis- 
terial Association of Bethlehem, Pa., were 
the guests of Rev. Dr. C, A. Butz of Zion 
Church, at their December meeting. Church 
problems and current topics were dis- 
cussed, after which Rev. W. H. Bollman, pas- 
tor of Christ Church, presented his report 
on the School of Religion conducted this 


fall. The report showed that the enroll- 
ment reached 270 and it was considered 
the most successful ever held in that 


city under the auspices of the United 
Reformed Churches of Bethlehem. Each 
congregation was well represented and 
those present were loud in their praises 
of the staff of instructors. School opened 
Oct, 24 and closed Nov. 21. President 
George W. Richards, of Lancaster, was in- 
structor in the Adult Dept., lecturing on 
‘“The Early Development of the Christian 
Church.’? The Sunday School workers and 
young people were instructed by the Rev. 
Alfred Nevin Sayres, of Lansdale, on ‘‘The 
Practical Teaching Methods of Workers 
in the Church: Schools.’? The assembly 
speakers during the term included Revs. 
A. O. Reiter, Purd E, Deitz, E. Wilbur 
Kriebel, Dr. William F. Kosman and Dr. 
Paul 8. Leinbach. It was unanimously de- 
cided to ‘continue the school next year. 
The officers are: Rev. W. H.. Bollman, 
chairman; Robert C. Moll, treasurer; O. H, 
Best and Mrs. Harry Solt, registrars, and 
D. G. Samuels, musical director. The com- 
mittee on arrangements consists of Revs. 
W. H. Bollman, H. I. Crow, H. J. Ehret 
and T. C. Brown. Tlie unusual success of 
this School of Religion surely deserves em- 
phasis, and it is difficult to see why the 
plan cannot be successfully worked in al- 
most any community where there are a 
number of Reformed Churches, 
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Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Bollman, pastor, has already re- 
ported 25 new subscriptions for the 
““Messenger,’’ as a result of Church Paper 
Day, with more to come. 

A lady in Nebraska writes to ask: 
‘*What is your opinion of the Modern 
Tongue Movement?’’ We have our opin- 
ion with regard to the movement of a good 
many modern tongues, but fear we do 
not understand exactly what this inquirer 
means and shall be obliged to any reader 
who can advise us. 


First Church, Berwick, Pa., Rev. Henry 
I. Aulenbach, pastor, after being inspired 
by the presentation of the playlet, ‘‘The 
Cost of Keeping’’ and after a thorough 
discussion of the budget at the morning 
service on Dec. 8, conducted a very thor- 
ough Every Member Canvass, All the 
Churches of Berwick are co-operating in an 
8-week Church Loyalty Crusade to be held 
during January and February, 1930. 

Among other charitable bequests, the 
will of the late Rev. John M. Evans, 
Spring Mill, Pa., makes provision for insti- 
tutions under the jurisdiction of our 
Church, as follows: ‘‘To the Church Build- 
ing Fund of the Board of Home Missions, 
the sum of $500, in memory of his parents, 
to be known as the James G. and Rebecca 
K. Evans Chureh Building Fund. To the 
Board of Foreign Missions, the sum of 
$500.’’ 


The choir of Emmanuel Church, York, 
Pa., Rev. Oliver S. Hartman, pastor, will 
render the cantata, ‘‘The Heavenly Story’’ 
by Elsie Duncan Yale, on Sunday night, 
Dee. 22. Christmas Day will be ushered 
in with an Early Dawn service at six 
o’clock. The S. S. entertainment will be 
rendered at 6 P. M. At the recent Thank 
Offering service of the W. M. S., the newly- 
organized G. M. G. enacted the pageant, 
‘‘Inviting Mary Ann.’’ Offering, nearly 
$50. 

Zion’s congregation, Millersville, Pa., 
Rev. W. L. Brundick, pastor, held their 
Thank Offering service, Nov. 20. Offering, 
$51. A new parish house has been erected, 
measuring 72 x 24 feet. The first event 
was the Father and Son banquet on Dee. 
12. The Rev. Father McDonald, superin- 
tendent of Gethsemane Retreat and E.'B. 
Sanford, scout executive of Lancaster 
County, entertained the Fathers and Sons. 
The Christmas service will be rendered 
Dec. 22. ‘‘The Nativity,’’ a symbolic 
service, will be used. It was voted to pay 
7/12ths of the Apportionment and a check 
has been forwarded. The Every Member 
Canvass was made Dee. 15, with splendid 
results. 


In St. John’s Church, Chambersburg, 
Pa., Rev. W. R. Gobrecht, pastor, the in- 
terior of the auditorium has been refres- 
coed, and new lighting fixtures have been 
installed. The lights were made possible 
by 2 bequests recently given to the con- 
gregation, and they have been dedicated 
as the Mrs. Elizabeth W. Shontz and Mrs. 
Alice J. Snoke Memorial Lights in mem- 
ory of the donors. The decorator was Mr. 
O. duBrau, of Baltimore, Md. The re- 
opening service was held on Sunday morn- 
ing, Dee. 8, with a crowded Church. Ap- 
propriate responses had heen prepared for 
the occasion and the pastor preached brief- 
ly on the theme ‘‘In the Beauty of Holi- 
ness.’’ Over $3,000 was raised in cash 
and subscriptions to finance the refresco- 
ing and to make it possible to improve 
and repaint the exterior of the Church in 
the spring. 

In Greenville, O., Edgar V. Loucks, pas- 
tor, the annual Thank Offering service was 
held, during which the G. M. G. presented 
a playlet with fine effect. The total offer- 
ing is larger than last year, for which all 
are glad. The Every Member Canvass was 
conducted on Dee. 1. The pastor filled his 
former pulpit at Bellevue, O., on that date, 
preaching in the morning and giving an 
illustrated lecture-sermon in the evening, 
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No paper wants to stand still in circulation. 


CHURCH MESSENGER 
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If it has a message 


worth giving to the Church, it deserves a constantly growing num- 


ber of readers. 


The “Messenger” is rendering a vital service to individual mem- 
bers of the Church, to the homes of the Church and to the Denomi- 


nation. 


We do not believe, however, that the service has reached the 


maximum effectiveness. 


It is nowhere near maximum effectivness. 


There are still thousands of our membership to whom nothing 
more wholesome could happen during the next year than to read 


the “Messenger.” 


Fifteen minutes’ careful thought will bring out their names. Half 
an hour’s earnest effort during the next week, will add their names 


to the subscription-list. 


* * ** 


* * 


Since our report in last week’s issue of the “Messenger,” the 
following ministers have indicated their intention to increase the 


paper’s service in their Charges: 


E. D. Bright 
H. I. Crow 
J. N. Faust 
E. L. Higbee 


O. K. Maurer 
A. C. Peeler 
F. D. Pentz 


‘*Encircling the Mediterranean.’’ Special 
emphasis is always laid on the Land of our 
Lord. Though the day was blizzardy and 
snowy, the attendances were splendid, 
mounting to almost 400 at 7 P. M. The 
day was most happily spent among this 
loyal, loving and lovable people. One al- 
ways appreciates the privilege of being 
with them in home and Church. A series 
of addresses before the Greenville, Darke 
County, Ministerial Association is engaging 
the attention of the pastor on Monday 
mornings. 


The Christmas observance in Grace 
Church, York, Pa., Rev. I. A. Raubenhold, 
pastor, began on Dee. 15, when the cause 
of the orphans was presented by the pas- 
tor. In the evening, Rev. A. P. Frantz, 
supt. of Hoffman Orphanage, was the 
speaker. Offering for the orphans will be 
lifted Dee. 22. The choir will render the 
cantata, ‘‘The Star of Bethlehem’’ by 
Flaxington-Harker on Sunday evening, 
Dec. 22. Christmas Day will be ushered 
in by a Dawn service and closed with the 
S. S. program at 6 P. M. The Every Mem- 
ber Canvass was conducted on Dee. 8 by 
56 men under the directorship of Dr. C. P. 
Rice. The budgets for current expenses 
and benevolence were fully subscribed. The 
annual Father and Son dinner was held 
under the auspices of the Men’s League on 
the evening of Dec. 12. The speaker was 
Rev. Dr. W. Sherman Kerschner, of Heidel- 
berg Church. Short talks were given by 
Mayor Jacob E. Weaver, a member of 
Grace Church, and the pastor. The S. 8. 
orchestra provided the musical entertain- 
ment. . 


Dec. 1 marked a very interesting: serv- 
ice in St. Paul’s Church, Kansas City, Mo., 
Rev. A. H. Schmeuszer, pastor. It was 
the 2nd anniversary of the present pastor- 
ate and the first anniversary of the Robed 
Choir. A very beautiful service was held. 
Dr. J. C. Horning brought the message in 
both services, and the members were very 
happy to have Rev. E. F. Menger, of Hum- 
bird, Wis., present at the C. E. and eve- 
ning service. Rev. Mr. Menger gave a 
brief address on our Indian School of 
Neilsville, Wis. At the State C. E. con- 
vention, held the last week in November, 
St. Paul’s C. E. Society was included 
among the 10 best societies of the state. 
The ‘‘State News’’ ranks St. Paul’s So- 
ciety in 8th place. The society can be 
justly proud of this splendid achievement, 
for it has reached this high standing with- 
in the last year. , 


In Christ Chureh, Worcester, Pa., Rey. 


ve 


J. C. Leonard 


adult of the Church, | 


W. E. Reifsnyder 
A. C. Renoll 

H. N. Spink 

F. A. Sterner 


G. W. Hartman, pastor, a $1,200 Church 
bell, manufactured by the McShane Bell 
Co., was dedicated with special services on 
Dec. 8. Very helpful addresses were made 
by Revs. H. A. Weaver, of Christ Luther- 
an Church, Kulpsville; Dr. Jairus P. Moore, 
Carl G. Petri and Dr. W. H. Erb. Special 
music was also rendered by the choirs of 
Christ Lutheran and Christ Reformed 
Church. This bell was the gift of the 
Progressive Thimble Society of Christ Re- 
formed Church. Union Thanksgiving sery- 
ices were held in Wentz’s Church with the 
congregation of Trinity Church, Skippack, 
Rev. Carl G. Petri preached an inspiring 
sermon. The music supplied by the organ- 
ist, Miss Eleanor Fell, and the combined 
choirs of Christ Church, Mainland, and of 
Wentz’s Church, added much to the in- 
spiration of the service. The 7/12ths of 
the Apportionment has been paid by the 
3 congregations constituting Wentz’s 
Charge. 


First Church, Indianapolis, Rev. ©. J. G. “+ 
Russom, minister, the pastor is conducting 
the morning devotions over the broadeast- Z 
ing station WKBF, under the auspices of ' 
the Indianapolis Federation of Churches, 
He is assisted by Miss Magdalene Eber- — 
hardt, organist, and Mr. Fred P. Iske, mu- 
sic director. The Church choir rendered 
its monthly service of musie on the eve- : 
ning of Dec. 8. The program consisted of 
musie for choir and pipe organ and violin 
musi¢ written by America’s beloved organ- 
ist and critic, James H. Rogers. It was 
very ably done. The pastor also played a 
violin solo written by the same composer. 
The choir is now hard at work in prepara- 
tion for the Christmas service of music, — 
The Young People’s Department of the 
Church School and the Dramatie Society 
will have charge of the Church’s White 
Gift Service to be held on the Sunday > 
evening preceding Christmas. Mrs. Fred 
Iske, daughter of the sainted Rev. Henry 
Vitz, is superintendent of the departm 
The entire Church is busy making pre 
tions for the happy season of Chris 
Already many of the departments 
tastily decorated their rooms. Th 
larly weekly Church nights are earr 
with real effect to the great satisfs 
of the membership. The worship at 
ance has been excellent all autum 
winter. This Church has worke 
very comprehensive program for 
observance of the 1900th anni 
Pentecost, which will cover the 
tween Jan. 1 to June 8, 
inelude every child, every y 
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The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 


delphia was entertained at a luncheon 
given at the Spring Mountain House, 


Schwenksville, Pa., on Dee. 10. The hos- 
tesses were Mrs. Stanley Bardman, Mrs. 
Frank Schwenk and Mrs. A. C. Herman, 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Johns Hopkins 
University, will lecture in the Arch Street 
Presbyterian Church, Jan. 16, on ‘‘ What I 
Believe About the Bible.’’ Dr. Kelly is a 
distinguished surgeon and an outstanding 
Christian leader. The lecture is under the 
auspices of the C. E. Macartney Founda- 
tion for the Defense of the Faith. 


The Fesperman Bible Class of First 
Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. H. A. 
Fesperman, pastor, had an attendance of 
257 on Dec. 8. This was a record attend- 
ance for the year. The November average 
was 156. All attendance records were 
broken in the Sunday School Dec. 8, when 
512 yere present. The annual Every Mem- 
ber Canvass was made Dec. 8, with the 
best results of any year of the present 
pastorate. 


During the past week 3 more congre- 
gations have paid their Ministerial Sus- 
tentation Fund quotas in full, as follows: 
First, Olney, IIL, $590; Immanuel’s, Nor- 
folk, Neb., Rev. August Dumin, $185; and 
Trinity, Mt. Crawford, Va., Rev. C. M. 
Arey, $566.50 ($151.50 overpaid). The 
First Church, Olney, UL, is vacant, and 
shows what a congregation can do when it 
is vacant. The Board of Ministerial Relief 
expects a large ingathering of funds for 
Sustentation in the near future. In last 
week’s issue it was stated that St. John’s 
Church, Amazonia, Mo., had paid $170 
($112 overpaid). This was a mistake and 
should have read $710 paid ($112 over- 
paid). 

In Memorial Church, Toledo, O., Rey. 
Perry H. Baumann, pastor, the Consistory 
recently gave a chicken dinner to the offi- 
cers of the Church and various auxiliaries 
and workers. About 85 invitations were 
issued and 75 were present. Talks were 
given by the members of the Consistory. 
The main address was made by Rev. Mr. 
Lobaugh, of the United Presbyterian 
Church. The evening was closed with a 
social program. The Week Day School of 
Religious Education has an enrollment of 
between 200 and 300 children. A trained 
teacher provided by the Toledo Council of 
Churches is giving the entire school day of 
Tuesday to this work. 


The Layman Company’s pamphlet, 
‘©Winning Financial Freedom,’’ has prov- 
ed so popular and effective that once more 
we offer it to any pastor without charge. 
On request we will send, postage paid, 
enough copies to supply all the lay offi- 
cials of his Church. The pamphlet de- 
scribes a simple method by which the 
pastor may carry on, quietly and steadily, 
the education of his people in the prin- 
ciples of Christian giving, without inter- 
fering with his other work, and at a cost 
purely nominal. The Layman Company 1s 
a non-profit, interdenominational Chris- 
tian agency which puts its resources at 
the service of all the Churches. When you 
write please mention the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
and give your denomination. The Lay- 
man Company, 730 Rust St., Chicago. 


In First Chureh, Miamisburg, O., Rev. 
Dr. George Longaker, pastor, events have 
transpired with startling rapidity. Home 
Mission Day and Ministerial Relief Sun- 
day were observed. A union service on 
Thanksgiving Day in First Church more 
than filled the edifice with worshipers 
and a very liberal offering was received. 
The W. M. S. held its Thank Offering 
service, presenting very effectively the 
Rainbow Pageant, along with a splendid 
unique program. Gifts amounted to $155. 
The Ladies’ Aid projected the annual Din- 
ner and Bazaar, realizing the sum of $261. 
The congregation tendered the pastor and 


CHURCH EQUIPMENT 


STILL PROJECTION 


HAS ITS ADVANTAGES 


The instructor, for example, may 
proceed at a speed which best suits 
the subject which he is discussing. 
He may dwell on any particular il- 
lustration as long as he sees fit. 


And subject material is easy to 
obtain for the Bausch & Lomb LRM 
Combined Balopticon. Slides may 
be obtained at a small cost, photo- 
graphs, pages of a book, postcards 
or the specimen itself will do. 


If a film attachment is used, even 
film, which is available on many sub- 
jects, can be used. ~ 


SEND FOR OUR 
BALOPTICON BOOKLET 


OPTICAL COMPANY 


i 


Rochester, N.Y. 


Cheaper, More Effec- 
tive Advertising with 
Winters’ Ilumi- 
nated Bul- 
letins. 


20,000 
churches 
can't be wrong: 
Winters’ Bulletins 
always stimulate interest 
in church activities. —Investi- 

. gate ‘Winters’. lower. prices, Free 

catalogue. ‘ 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO., Da¥enport, la. 


EAGAN 


TOWER CHIMES | 


Corr 
Lamins( 
ucemt sue 


a _— 
A hymnal program in the morn ~Y(, 
ing. old favorites at sundown, 
curfew at night—the sweet, ling- 
ering, eagerly - awaited voice 
from the belfry that brings new 
prestige and influence to the 
Church, 


Automatically Played by Hand Recorded Reorodicinghills 


Press a button and the Chimes begin to play. Or, set the 
dial of a clock today and tomorrow at the desired hour a 
program of Chimes music fills the air! The Voice of the 
Church—the Memorial Sublime. 

Price, $4375 and up, Full details on request. 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc., 108 Deagan Building, Chicago 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM‘ 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 


McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and specifications on 
request. 

M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches, 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P- BERGER A Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


with Individual Cups. Your Church should 
use this cleanly method. Send for Catalog 
and Special Offer. Glasses $1.00 doz. Low 
prices on Collection and Bread Plates. Pastor’s Sick- 
room Outfits. 65,000 churches use our Service. 
THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE, Box 3, Lima, 0. 


oe 


ERY 
ICTURES 


ONE CENT SIZE 
8x31. For 50 or more. 
TWO CENT SIZE 
542x8. For 25 or more, 
Send 50 cents for 25 on 
The Life of Christ or 25 
Art Subjects or 25 for 
Children, 54x8. Or 50 

for Children, 8x 3%. 


L=t your children make companions of 
world’s most beautiful pictures. Cul- 


ture, happiness and beauty will be added 
to their lives, 


Use them in the Sunday School 
Send 15 cents for Catalogue of 1600 Illustrations 


‘She Perr Pictures go:s67 Malden,Mass 


For Christmas Gifts 


Bibles - Testaments - Portions 
Of Every Kind—In Every Language 

For Home—Church—School—Missionary Work 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

Visit or write nearest Agency 

New York - - Philadelphia 

Washington - Richmond - Cincinnati - Chicago 
Dallas - Denver - San Francisco 


eer OF 
(jist Se 


Insist on the ORIGINAL. Twenty-nine 

Years’ Supremacy. Never Equalled. 

Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 

Lesson. Attendance Record. Other Features. 

Flexible Binding. 35ce Postpaid. 

F, H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
85! Cass Street, Chicago 


family a warm, hearty reception, which 
was largely attended by members and 
friends. Speeches, hand-shaking the line 
of the official family, and good things to 
eat, were the order of affairs. A real wel- 
come had been shown and manifested even 
before this formal occasion. The men’s 
class sponsored a big Father and Son 
banquet, at which 3 ministers spoke. The 


pastor and his family are quite at home 
in their new field, having visited 164 
homes and made 237 calls. Three pro- 
grams are in preparation for the Christ- 
mas sermon, viz.: ‘‘White Gifts for the 
King’’; a cantata, ‘‘The Song and the 
Star’’; and a pageant, ‘‘The Star of 
Hope.’’ Church night on Wednesday eve- 
ning secures a response of from 40 to 50, 
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THE WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


Soon de heral’ angels sings, lissen clos’, 
yo’ll heah, 

Air am throbbin’ wif’ peace an’ content— 

Yeahs it took t’ mak’ de Christ Chile 
meanin’ cleah, 

Love you’ neighbor lak’ you’se’f, am 
meant— 


Mincemeat daown de cellah ready in de 
crocks, 

Fruit cake on de pantry she’f, 

Twenty poun’ tu’keys from de neighborin’ 
flocks, 

Ev’rybody come and he’p hisse’f— 


Mis’letoe an’ holly all aroun’ de place, 

Snow’s fallin’ gentle an’ light, 

Joy singin’ in de heart an’ showin’ in de 
face, 

Jack Fros’ sure am kissin’ things t’night! 


Mar’sa an’ Missy jes smilin’ all de days, 
Totin’ in queah bundles ev’ry size, 
He slipped me a box t’ hide outen de ways, 


An’ she done de same—dey’ll both be 
s’ prized— 


Lettahs from de mailman, whistlin’ at de 
gate, 

All de chilluns comin’ home dis yeah, 

De whol’ house am tingtin’ lak it couldn’t 
wait— 

De seben days fo’ Chris-mus am hear! 


—Peter A. Lea. 


THE BIRTHDAY 
By John Hartman 


In the little town of Bethlehem, 
’Neath a peaceful, starry sky, 
A little manger Babe was born 
Whose fame will never die. 


A Star shone bright in the heavens, 
The angels were starting to sing 

Their message of peace to the shepherds, 
A tribute of love to their King. 


Words of surprise from the shepherds, 
Astonished, and yet seeking news 
Of the cause for this great revelation, 
Proclaiming the King of the Jews. 


Peace on earth and good-will to men, 
The angels in chorus proclaim, 
Foll’wing the Star in the heavens 
To Bethlehem the shepherds came. 


There in a rough wooden manger, 
Nestled snugly in swaddling clothes, 
Lay the Prince of Peace of all ages, 
In whom our salvation arose. 


Gifts of myrrh and frankincense 

At the feet of the Christ Child were laid, 
While Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

In joy and happiness prayed. 


This was the birth of Our Saviour, 
Humble and meek from the start, 
And yet with a power unequalled 
To cleanse the most sinful heart. 


And thus as the Yuletide approaches, 
When hearts beat as with one accord, 
May we in rev’rence remember 

he birthday of Jesus, Our Lord. 


ee 
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Christmas is the great emancipating day 
of the year. It sets us free from bad 
humors and ugly dispositions. It liberates 
some of the music locked up within us, and 
furnishes new scope to the giving impulse, 


and lets loose the spirit of merriment in’ 


the heart. If we are in the prison of some 
dark mood, Christmas, like an angel of the 
Lord, visits us, the iron gate opens of its 
own accord, and we are free again. If we 
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A Christn 
By Dr. CHarres E. Jee 


have grown sulky and grumpy, revengef) 
or despairful, Christmas touches our chai 
and our slavery is ended. It is easy eve 
for hard-hearted people to be kind o 
Christmas. 

This is because Christmas is the birtl 
day of a Baby who grew to be a Man wh 
had sympathy with all, patience with al 
charity for all, and hope for all. He we 
the friend of everybody and His suprem 
ambition was to be good. Helping peop! 
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Ss filessage 


ON, Broadway Tabernacle 


vas His daily program, and the God He 
vorshiped was a God of love. He was a 
oor man and died young, but His spirit 
lid not go into the tomb, and Has been 
vorking mightily through sixty genera- 
ions in the hearts of men. Never has it 
vorked so extensively and so energetically 
S today. There is every reason to be- 
ieve that it will work still more widely 
nd effectively in the years to come, and 
hat some day the whole world will be 
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dominated by this spirit of brotherliness 
and good will. He is called the Prince 
of Peace because He lays the foundations 
of peace in hearts set free from suspicion, 
fear and hate. His spirit is inexorably 
hostile to the spirit of ill-will and strife 
and discord, and when the nations become 
subject unto Him, all quarreling will cease 
and nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they wage war any 


more. 
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A CHRIST-LIKE CHRISTMAS-TIDE 


I love to stroll about the streets 
As Christmas time draws near, 

I love to know the heart that beats 
In tune with Christmas cheer. 


I love the sunshine in the face 
Just like a halo round, 

It’s fine to see the human race 
With cheer in hearts abound. 


I love to see the spirit, too, 
Abroad this time of year, 
When charity in hearts so true 
Will help suppress a tear. 


I love to see the kindliness 
That’s prone to steal away 
The mask of every ugliness— 
“*Good-will to men’’ display. 


I joyous laughter love to hear 
That rings out on the air, 

In harmony with Christmas cheer 
That’s strewn just everywhere. 


I love to see the tenderness 

So plain in every eye, 

It pleases Him Who came to bless, 
Our Master, Who is nigh. 


I love to see all selfishness 

And coldness laid aside, 

In sooth, the heart-aches then are less, 
Christ-like is Christmas-tide. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 
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OUR CHRISTMAS HYMN 


Not for our gifts, our bartered presents 
rare, 
Our tinsel windows, soft with evergreen, 
Our Christmas trees, our fields all snowy 
white, 
Cities and hamlets decked in beauteous 
sheen; 
Not for these, Lord, our Christmas songs 
we sing 
As, joyfully, we hail this Day of days; 
Not for these alone, God of Christmas joy, 
But the Prince of Peace our songs we 
raise. 


We lift our voices not for glory’s gain, 
For mighty fortunes built with heartless 
zeal; 
Nor would we boast of apathetic alms; 
They are vain to Thee Whom Christ doth 
reveal, 
What more of glory can there be to us 
Than to the Wise Men of the Bast who 
came 
To worship in the stall of Bethlehem, 
And sing, with angels, ‘‘Peace, good-will 
to men’’! 


With one accord we raise our Christmas 
hymn, 
With new-born hopes our voices rend the 
sky; 
We sing, for Jesus Christ is born again 
To prove that man no more is doomed 
to die. 
Oh sing, for Christ doth lead a brother- 
hood— 
And Christmas bids you welcome to the 
band— ; 
Of living men who serve the common good! 
With angels’, blend your voices, o’er 
the land! 


—Herman J. Naftzinger. 
Hegins, Pa. 


18 REFORMED 


In St. John’s Church, Orwigsburg, Pa., 
Rev. H. J. Herber, pastor, the Thank Offer- 
ing service of the W. M. S., the G. M. G. 


and the Mission W, M.S. was held Thanks- 
The Father 


giving Day. Offerings, $165. 

and Son banquet was held Dee. 6. Stere- 
opticon lecture on Pennsylvania history, 
music by the S. S. orchestra, singing and 


addresses, filled the evening with interest 
and good humor. The catechetical class 
of 30 members is the largest for several 
years. The annual Bazaar, held under the 
auspices of the W. M. S8., cleared over 
$300, which was placed in the Carpet Fund 
of the Society. ‘‘Messenger’’ Day was 
observed Dec. 8, with Mr. George W. 
Waidner presenting the cause of the paper 
in a very interesting and effective man- 
ner. Several new subscriptions for the 
‘*Messenger’’ were received as the result 
of the appeal, and 30 copies of the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ will be delivered on the weekly 
plan of distribution. 

In the Concord, N. C., Charge, Rev. H. C. 
Kellermeyer, pastor, Harvest Home service 
was held in the New Gilead congregation 
on Oct. 6, with the altar beautifully deco- 
rated with the fruits of the harvest. On 
the evening of Nov. 10, the G. M. G. of 
Trinity, presented a beautiful pageant in 
connection with their Thank Offering serv- 
ice. A large group of fathers and sons 
were present at a service in their honor 
on Sunday night, Nov. 17. The pastor’s 
theme was ‘‘Comradeship.’’ On Nov. 24, 
‘¢Hi-School Night’’ was observed with a 
large attendance of young people. Boy 
Scouts of Troop 3 were special guests. The 
Every Member Canvass was launched on 
Nov. 24 and Dee. 1 with splendid results. 
At 2.30 P. M. on Dee. 1 the annual Con- 
sistorial Conference for the Central Dis- 
trict of the Classis was held in Trinity 
Church. Nearly 100 enjoyed the inspiring 
eonference led by Rev. H. A. Fesperman 
and Elder A. A. Blackwelder. At the 
morning service Dec. 8, Church Paper Day 
was observed. At night, the W. M. 8. ef- 
fectively presente dthe pageant, ‘‘Give 
Thanks Unto the Lord.’’ 

The Commission on Interracial Co-opera- 
tion, with headquarters at 409 Palmer 
Bldg., Atlanta, Ga., announces the offer of 
a eash prize of $100 for the high school 
pupil submitting the best paper on ‘‘ Amer- 
ica’s Tenth Man,’’ and a prize of like 
amount for the school making the best use 
of the Commission’s ‘‘Tenth Man’’ pro- 
ject. The contest is national in scope and 
all pupils of high schools and junior high 
schools are eligible to compete. It closes 
April 1, 1930. A 5,000-word pamphlet of 
source material has been prepared by the 
Commission and will be furnished free to 
any one interested, together with full in- 
formation as to the conditions of the con- 
test. The announced purpose of these 
prizes is to encourage as widely as possible 
the study of the Negro’s part in American 
history, which, according to the Commis- 
sion, is much more interesting than is 
generally supposed. It is believed that 
such a study will be helpful to the children 
of both races, promoting more intelligent 
and objective attitudes on the one side, 
and developing wholesome pride of race 
on the other. The Commission asks the 
co-operation of high school principals and 
teachers, and also invites correspondence 
from pupils who may be interested. 

‘«¢What shall I give for a Christmas 
present?’ will doubtless arise in many a 
mind. If you should like to give some- 
thing which will have continuing value 
throughout the entire year, why not give 
a subscription to ‘The Reformed Church 
Messenger’? Our Church Paper ranks 
among the best published by any denomi- 
nation. Its articles of general interest 
are carefully selected and its departments 
for home and family reading contain 
wholesome and interesting material. Then 
too, for those who desire to keep informed 
as to the work and movements within the 


Reformed Church (and every member 
should have such a desire) there is no 
better means for securing this information 
than the ‘Messenger’.’’ This challenge 
appears in the weekly bulletin of Second 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa., of which Rev. 
S. C. Hoover is pastor. The boys of the 
S. 8. class taught by Mr. Clyde Snyder 
have charge of the sale of the 1930 Alman- 
acs and the following reference is made to 
this helpful publication: ‘‘The new Al- 
manac contains 144 pages and, as usual, is 
brimful of information given in articles, 
facts, and figures which make it a small 
and easily consulted encyclopedia of the 
Reformed Church.’’ 

St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Gustav R. Poetter, pastor, will hold a 
White Gifts to the King Christmas serv- 
ice Dec. 22. The Church bulletin, in urg- 
ing generous gifts for the orphans, reads: 
‘Relieve yourself of the stupid notion that 
our Bethany Orphans’ Home or any other 
has grown rich and no longer needs your 
financial support. Really, if you only 


SHARING GOD’S GREAT GIFT 


At this glad Christmas time, 

And all that are to be, 

May we be filled with love sublime 
For all humanity. 


May we our blessings freely share 
With all mankind, wherever found, 
For His great love is everywhere, 
By race or creed not bound. 


What greater gift can we bestow 

On Him whose birth we celebrate, 

Than that, as creatures here below, 

Our lives to Him we dedicate, 

And dwell according to His plan 

Of ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good Will to 
Man.’’ 


—Chas. A. McCrum. 
Kansas City, Mo. 


knew it, Bethany could not support its 
work more than a month or more on the 
interest of its investments, and then what 
is to be done after that? No; give freely 
to the orphans and receive a spiritual bless- 
ing from God.’’ The Sunday School will 
remember the guests at the Old Foilks’ 
Home at Allentown. Great preparation is 
being made for the musical Christmas 
Dawn worship on Christmas morning, un- 
der the direction of Estelle K. Krick, mu- 
sical directress. In an effort to interest 
more members in the ‘‘Messenger,’’ the 
pastor writes in his weekly bulletin: 
‘“What a handicap to the pastor when so 
few of his people know what is going on 
in our Church-at-large! What a help it 
would be to the members and the pastor 
if the ‘Messenger’ were in every home, 
and we have almost 1,000 homes.’’ 


The first annual Home Coming service 
of St. Paul’s Church, Stoverstown, Pa., 
Rev. J. N. Faust, pastor, was celebrated 
Oct. 13. Holy Communion was celebrated 
at 10 A. M., when many of the former 
members attended. Rev. I. S. Ditzler, a 
former pastor, preached the sermon, Rev. 
Paul Spangler, son of the late Rev. Aaron 
Spangler, a former pastor, assisted in the 
services. Three of the charter members 
were present: Henry Bentz, Codorus, Pa.; 
Mrs. Ellen Hamm and Mrs. Ameda Bentz, 
Spring Grove, Pa. Mrs. Dora E. Cunnett, 
of Fullerton, Cal., who was confirmed in 
this Church, was present. The afternoon 
program included special musical numbers 
by the choir and an octet from St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Church, Abraham Nace, diree- 
tor. The members of the octet are mostly 
grandchildren of the congregation. Mrs. 
J. N. Faust rendered a German song. The 
history of the congregation was read by 
Curvin ©. Senft. Addresses were made by 


Revs. Paul Spangler and I. §. Ditzler. Dur- | 
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A BOOK-BUYER’S LIST 


Rediscovery of Jesus 
FRED MERRIFIELD. Makes Jesus a 
man and leader of charm and authority. 
($1.75) 
Religion 
E. 8. AMES. Brings religion out of the 
study and seminary into the street of 
daily living. ($3) 
Religion and the Modern Mind 
CHARLES C. COOPER, editor. A sym- 
posium. Just published. ($2) 


Religion in an Age of Science 
EK. A. BURTT. The most satisfactory 
small book on the subject. ($1.50) 


Religion of Jesus, The 

W. E. BUNDY. Not intended as a popu- 
lar rehashing of the teaching of Jesus, 
Makes a real contribution. ($2.50) 


Scandal of Christianity, The 
PETER AINSLIE. A scorching rebuke 
of denominationalism, but in fine spirit. 
($2). 
Science and the Unseen World 
A. 8. EDDINGTON. The famous Swarth- 
more lecture. ($1.25) 


Signs of These Times 
W. L. SPERRY. The best recent book 
on humanism, ($2) 


Souls in the Making 

JOHN C. MACKENZIE. On the prac- 
tical task of religious education, by a 
scientist and preacher. ($2.25) 


Talking With God 

A. F. SMITH, editor. 125 leaders con- 
tribute to this manual of prayers for all 
occasions. ($1) ‘ 


Them He Also Called 
W. F. MeceDOWELL. Lectures delivered 
at University of Illinois. ($1) 


Universe Around Us, The 

SIR JAMES JEANS. A tremendously 
popular story of the facts and significance = 
of the physical world. ($4.50) i he, 


Voices of the Age i 

Messages by McConnell, Niebuhr, Mor- ¥ 
rison and others who were voted the lead- 
ing prophets of today. ($2.50). 


What Do We Mean by God? 

C. H. VALENTINE. Delves into hu- 
man experience rather than into tradition. 
($2) 

What is Christian Education? i. 

G. A. COE. The most important book 
on the subject in several years. ($2.50) 


Whither Christianity? x. 

L. H. HOUGH, editor. Symposium, by — 
C. W. Gilkey, A. W. Palmer, Justin W. 
Nixon, G. G. Atkins and 11 others. ($3) 


With and Without Christ tn 
SADHU SUNDAY SINGH. The life 
story of a great modern Christian. ($1.50) — 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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1505 Race Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bentz, Mrs. Ellen Hamm, Mrs. Ameda 
Bentz, Mrs. Dora Cunnett, Revs. I. 8. D: 
ler and Paul Spangler were each pre 
with a choice dahlia bloom. Flowers 1 
sent to Mrs. Anna Mary Bentz, an ¢ 
member, who is confined to her home ° 
rheumatism. The congregation wa: 
ized about 1878 and Rev. Rhineha 
was the first supply pastor. The f 
munion was held Oct. 6, 1878, 
communicants. Andrew B. | 
served as S. 8. supt. for many 
union organization was effecte 
Lutheran congregation durin 
in 1880 the present Chur 
erected. The Reformed ¢ 
been served by the : 
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Revs. Rhinehart Smith, from the organiza- 
tion until 1887; Aaron Spangler, 1887- 
1905; John J. Stauffer, 1905-14; I. 8. Ditz- 
ler, 1914-15; J. N. Faust, since 1916. To 
the members, the afternoon service on 
Oct. 13 was the end of a perfect day. 


St. Paul’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
Bernhardt R. Heller, pastor, sends us some 
interesting items. Novy. 24 was indeed a 
day of Thanksgiving. At the morning 
session the members of the Sabbath School 
contributed a Thanksgiving Offering in 
provisions which were distributed among 
needy families, the local Children’s Home 
and the Phoebe Home for the Aged in 
Allentown. This being the initial attempt 
at such a project, the response was most 
hearty. The evening service was in charge 
of the W. M. S. and G. M. G., being the 
annual Thank Offering service, at which 
time the pageant, ‘‘Give thanks Unto the 
Lord,’’ was most acceptably rendered. 
Offering of $55 was most gratifying as 
these 2 societies have just been organized 
within the past few months. At the close 
of the meeting of the W. M. S. in Novem- 
ber about 60 ladies gathered to tender the 
pastor’s wife a birthday surprise, present- 
ing her with a very beautiful floor lamp. 
Both of these societies are packing boxes 
for the Bethany orphans. On Dec. 19 the 
Knights of St. Paul are arranging an 
entertainment, ‘‘An Evening in a Radio 
Studio,’’? the proceeds to be applied to 
the Building Fund, which has leaped con- 
siderably within the last few months. 


In spite of the various and many calls 
upon the people of First Church, High 
Point, N. C., Rev. W. R. Shaffer, pastor, it 
has been noticeable how loyal they have 
been to the cause of Christ. The W. M. 8. 
held its general meeting on Dee. 4, taking 
the place of the prayer service, A Christ- 
mas pageant was presented to a fine and 
appreciative audience. After the devo- 
tional service the following officers were 
elected for the coming year: President, 
vice-president, Mrs. 


Mrs. R. R. Smith; at, 
Gray Beck; secretary, : Mrs. Sherman 
Swaim; treasurer, Mrs. Nannie Mathews. 
Each member volunteered to remember 


ne child of the Nazareth Orphans’ Home 
with a Christmas gift. The Monthly 
Worker’s Council was held in the form of 
a covered dish supper on Dee. 6. The 
Christmas Plans were completed. New 
hymnals were ordered for the Junior Dept. 
of the Sunday School. Mr. M. F. Crooks 
was elected General Supt. of the Sunday 
School. An extremely successful Every 
Member Canvass was put on. The teams 
appointed for canvassing were given : 
turkey dinner at the home of iar 
Mrs. Edgar Whitener. The plans for the 
canvass were adopted and a ne 
of the canvassers’ pledges was made. The 
following Sunday all Church members were 
invited to stay at home from 2 moet 
o’elock, in order that. the teams migh 
call and receive their agree ome 
i iven to this : 
ea coated in full for the 


Apportionment wa he 
aad ending Dee. 31. The Junior oe 
Senior C. E. Societies are having splendi 


ance —the average being between 
apes t Three Thanksgiving baskets 
were filled and given to needy families by 
these young people. Fine fellowship pee 
expressed in a Christmas party of — ne 
Mary Hoy S&S. 8S. Class, Mrs. John aoe 
teacher. They not only remembered a 
other, but are planning to aid phe a ae 
ilies at this Christmas-tide in the true 


Spirit of Christ. 


ED- 
CUTIVE COMMITTEES Om 
ERAT. COUNCIL OF OHURCEES 
CUSSES PROBLEMS AFFECTI 
THE LIFE AND PROGRESS 
OF THE CHURCH 


of bringing together 


+ piliti 
The possibili a world on the basis of 


the Churches of th 


REFORMED 


their practical work; how to appropriately 
observe the nineteen hundredth anni- 
versary of the inauguration of Christian- 
ity; a five-year program for home mission 
work throughout the United States; the 
kind of program of education which ‘the 
present situation with reference to Prohi- 
bition calls for; how to promote a better 
understanding between Jews and Christians 
—were some of the questions discussed by 
the one hundred and fifty religious leaders 
who met in Chicago, Dec. 4 to 6, consti- 
tuting the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. The sessions of the commit- 
tee were held in the St. James Methodist 
Episcopal Church, President Walter L. Lin- 
gle, of Davidson College, Davidson, North 
Carolina, presiding. Dr. Herbert L. Wil- 
lett, chairman of the Midwest Committee 
of the Federal Council, having its office in 
Chicago, and Dean Shailer Mathews, presi- 
dent of the Chicago Church Federation, 
greeted the delegates. 

The meeting of the Executive Committee 
was made the occasion of a public cele- 
bration of the 21st anniversary of the 
organization of the Federal Council, Bishop 
Francis J. McConnell, president, making 
the principal address. Bishop McConnell 
said in part: 

“‘The Federal Council is not now con- 
cerned about formulating direct schemes 
for Church union. Among the constituent 
bodies of the Council are many whose 
theories of Church government and policy 
do not lend themselves readily to the idea 
of organic union. The Council is aiming, 
however, to bring the Churches together 
on such a basis of Church co-operation that 
a deeper and finer spirit of Church unity 
may be consequently developed. We all 
recognize that it woud be worse than use- 
less to try to bring about organie union by 
any eccleastical effort put upon the de- 
nominations from the outside. Organic 
union, when it comes, must come out of 
free consent of all organizations involved. 
The aim of the Council is to generate an 
atmosphere of mutual confidence and re- 
spect.?7 

Because of statements which have re- 
cently been made with respect to the al- 
leged lobbying activities of the Federal 
Council, the Executive Committee author- 
ized the following statement: 


‘“The Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America, and its constituent 
denominations, in their assemblies, confer- 
ences, conventions and Synods, have from 
time to time expressed judgments on what 
they believe to be the principles of Chris- 
tian religion in its application to issues 
involving moral and spiritual ideals and 
affecting social conditions and the welfare 
of humanity. The Federal Council has 
carefully refrained from maintaining at 
Washington, or elsewhere, any lobbyist or 
legislative representative, and from using 
any form of political or personal pressure 
or partisan alignment, and has relied whol- 
ly on the moral power of its statements to 
influence public opinion. 

‘<The Council has, upon occasions, con- 
veyed, as information, expression of what 
it believed to be public opinion, and at 
times petitions to the President of the 
United States, to the heads of departments, 
or to Congress. We deem it our duty in 
shaping a sound public opinion to make 
known such information and judgments, 
both to the public and to Congress.’’ The 
Executive Committee also voted: ‘‘that 
the Senior General Secretary be authorized 
to convey to any appropriate committee 
of Congress, by such method as the com- 
mittee may desire, a complete statement of 
our position and procedure and of the 
motives and methods in conveying such 
information-and petition as constitute the 
policy of the Federal Council in carrying 
out that article of its constitution, ap- 
proved by all of its constituent denomina- 
tions, which declares that one of its pur- 
poses shall be: ‘to secure a large combined 
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Your Assistant Teacher During 1930 
The Lesson ROUND TABLE 


The International 
Lessons Discussed 
by America’s Re- 
ligious Leaders: 
Joseph Fort New- 
ton, John Timothy 


Stone, James I, 
Vance, Ira Land- 
rith, Frederick 
Lynch — and oth- 
ers, who know 
the problems of 
the teachers and 
of thoughtful 
Christians, and 


how to translate the great messages of the lessons 
into messages readily applied to the problems of 
the 20th Century Christian. 359-pages! $1.25. 


COKESBURY PRESS, NASHVILLE 
At Your Bookseller Highly Recommended’ 
TE EEE 


influence for the Churches of Christ in all 
matters affecting the moral and social con- 
dition of the people, so as to promote the 
application of the law of Christ in every 
relation of human life’.’’ 

Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, general sec- 
retary of the Federal Council, said during 
the discussion of this statement: ‘‘There: 
is a widespread propaganda for the pur- 
pose of injuring movements for interna- 
tional peace and general social progress. 
These persons or agents evidently do not 
dare, in the face of public opinion, to come 
out openly and attack our government for 
its work in behalf of peace, and they seek 
to injure it indirectly by attacking organ- 
izations which support the government’s 
policy. ; 

‘It is natural that a body like the 
Federal Council should be included in these 
more or less wholesale attacks. It is esti- 
mated that there are about one hundred of 
these propaganda agencies, with high 
sounding names, consisting mainly of a 
secretary, a stenographer, a typewriter, a 
list of names—and a treasurer, which are 
distributing all kinds of defamatory liter- 
ee 
a 


WANTED: Twenty-five or thirty, old 
edition of the ‘‘Reformed Church 
Hymnal’’ with Music. Any con- 
gregation wishing to dispose of 
Hymnals, as per style mentioned 
above, please communicate with 


Rev. W. A. Settlage, 
Cochranton, Pa. 


Here’s the Inspiration Every 
Sunday School Teacher Neec!s 


PELOUBET’S 


Select Notes 


FOR 1930 (56th Annual Volume) 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt. D., LL.D. 
f The oldest and most complete commentary on he} 
International Uniform Su School Lessons 
100,000 earnest workers 
it to give the knowlec 
quired for successful teac 
grades. Postpaid, $2.00. 


A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR. 1930 
By AMOS R, WELLS 
Just what every member of a Bible Class needs 
—convenient.in form (vest pocket size), com- 


ly depend upon 
nd inspiration re- 
ng. Adapted for all 


plete in helpfulness and stimulating to: group 
discussion. Cloth, 35c. Leather, 50c. 
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BIBLE RECREATION BOOKS 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
(35th Thousand) 
By AMOS R. WELLS 
1500 questions and answers covering the main 
facts of the Bible. $1.00 postpaid. 


GO TILL YOU GUESS 
By AMOS R. WELLS 
Applying:to Bible facts, persons, etc., the old 
xameof “throwing light.” 400 sections, 1000 
Bible references. $1.00 postpaid, 


STORIES JESUS HEARD AND 

STORIES JESUS TOLD 

By CARRIE BURR PROUTY 
Based on the historical method of Bible study. 
The writer places herself, in imagination, be- 
side the boy Jesus and retells the stories he 
loved. Illustrated, $1.50. 

At All Booksellers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 
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DORAN’S MINISTERS 
MANUAL FOR 1930 


A book of expert research 
service for the Christian min- 
ister, covering every day and 
every phase of the entire 
church year. A _ wealth of 
practical and detailed hints 
for every conceivable occasion 
and need—keyed with topical 
and scriptural index. 


Comment on 1,000 texts... Bulletin 
Board Slogans... Material for Spe- 
cial Oceasions ... Communion Ad- 
dresses .. . Church Night Plans 
... Suggestive Themes... Chil- 
dren’s Sermons Prayer 
Meeting Talks ... Calendar 
Thoughts . . . Sermon Out- 
lines . . . Apt Illustrations 
,. . Offertory Prayers .... 
Quotable Poetry ... Seed 
Thoughts ... Choir De- 
votions .. . Hymn Se- 
lections Invoca- 
tions Pastoral 
Prayers. 


$2.00 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia,, Pa. 
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ature regarding leaders in social progress, 
and in particular, in the movements for 
international peace.’’ 

Dr. Mactarland gave several instances 
of the ridiculousness of these stories. For 
example, he said, it has been charged that 
the Federal Council spends enormous 
amounts of money from its headquarters in 
Washington, and that its representative 
in Washington is paid an enormous salary. 
The fact of the matter is that the total 
pudget of the Washington Office is $11,000, 
of which three-fourths is spent helping the 
army and the navy in the work of chap- 
lains and disabled veterans, and the Wash- 
ington secretary of the Council received 
the enormous salary from the Council of 
$150. 

President Hoover’s law enforcement pol- 
icy received the hearty endorsement of the 
Executive Committee. The following reso- 
lution was adopted: 

‘“«The Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, in session at Chi- 
cago, hereby records its high apprecia- 
tion of the purpose of the President of 
the United States, as indicated in his 
inaugural address, in his appointment 
of the National Commission on Law 
Observance and Enforcement, and in 
his recent message to Congress to se- 
cure observance and enforcement of 
our laws, the violation of which he 
positively and truly declares ‘to be 
the most serious-issues before our peo- 
ple.’ We believe that this declaration 
by the President should receive the 
hearty approval and the active sup- 
port of all true friends of constitu- 
tional government in the development 
of a patriotic conscience for the ob- 
servance of law, by example, exhorta- 
tion, and s¥stematic education, ’? 

The committee also voted to send the 
following message to the Churches: ONE 18- 
a matter of common knowledge that the 
passage of the 18th amendment and the 
Volstead Act was preceded by a long 
process of education, both in public 
schools and in the Churches. That process 
is more than ever needed today. More- 
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over, the new status created by the na- 
tional Prohibition laws makes it necessary 
to expand the program of education to 
include the duties of citizenship in the 
making and observance of law, while the 
rapid expansion of industrial activity and 
the congestion of automobile traffic add 
new aspects to the problem of social con- 
trol of the use of alcoholic beverages. 

‘““We believe that the time has come 
far the Churches to carry forward with 
renewed energy a broad, vigorous scien- 
tific program of education for temperance 
abstinence and law observance and we 
would ask the International Couneil of 
Religious Education and other educational 
agencies to co-operate with the Federal 
Council of Churches in developing and 
promoting such a systematic program of 
education, for children, youths and 
adults. ’? 

The Executive Committee approved the 
formation of a new commission, on motion 
pictures: ‘‘for the purpose of co-ordinating 
the interests and activities of the various 
organizations in their relation to motion 
pictures; to further or provide for-a thor- 
ough study of the relations of the motion 
pictures to the public welfare; to assist 
Churches at home and abroad to secure 
suitable motion pictures for their own pro- 
grams, and to maintain a general informa- 
tion service, and to a representation of the 
various peoples through motion pictures 
at home and abroad; to seek to eliminate 
misrepresentations and to secure the co- 
operation of the best of the life of the 
various countries, and to further the use 


of films to strengthen international under- 


standing and good will.’’ 

The Commission on International Justice 
and Good Will presented a message which 
was to be sent to the Churches concerning 
the Paris Peace Pact, the London Confer- 
ence on Reduction of Armaments, American 
Entry into the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice, and other current issues. 
Discussing the meeting of the pact, the 
report said: ‘‘The Peace Pact of Paris, 
proclaimed by President Hoover on July 
24, 1929, as binding on all participating 
nations, is in truth a World Covenant of 
World Peace. If the people take it in 
earnest and require their statesmen to 
shape national policies in the light and 
spirit of the Pact, it will usher in a new 
era, War will be no more, and all prepara- 
tions for war should soon cease. 

‘¢Hitherto, nations have depended large- 
ly on their fighting power for existence, for 


rights, for prestige, and for influence. - 


Armaments have been fundamental in in- 
ternational relations and in national poli- 
cies. Hereafter, the rights of nations will 
be based on mutual treaties and agree- 
ments and on international law, and a 
nation’s prestige will depend on _ its 
achievements in social justice and prog- 
ress, on its practice of the essentials of 
civilization, on the attainment by its citi- 
zeuts of noble living. 

‘<Because the benefits to come from the 
Pact depend on the degree to which the 
people give it their intelligent and earn- 
est support, we appeal to the Churches of 
our land to do their part ‘in creating an 
informed and loyal public opinion in sup- 
port of the principles and policies of the 
Pact. ! 

‘The Pact presents the ideal in broad 
and general outlines. Its effectiveness 
will depend on the application of the ideal 
to specific issues and concrete problems.?’ 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 
ACADEMY NOTES 


The Academy boys have, for many years, 
sung Christmas hymns and carols the last 


Sunday evening before going home for the 


holiday revess. This is one of the e eri- 


im 


ences which the boys remember with pleas- 


ure, years afterwards. Som : 
years boys write back to the 


this order of serviee. The fol 
s or oR ee 3 ki 


‘ 19 eS 


CHURCH MESSENGER 


‘ministry to the underprivilege 


DECEMBER 19, 1929 


S. D. Gordon’s Books 


Every shelf of religious books should 
carry some of these. ‘hey hold a place 
of their own with those who know their 
value, 

Quiet Talks on 
$1.25. 

Quiet Talks About the Healing Christ. 
$1.25. : 

Quiet 
$1.25. 

Quiet Talks on John’s Gospel. $1.25. 


Quiet Talks About the Crowned Christ 
of the Revelation, $1.25. 


AB as Talks on Following The Christ. 
25. 

Quiet Talks 
$1.25. 

Quiet Talks About the Tempter. $1.25. 

Quiet Talks with World Winners, $1.25. 

Quiet Talks on Personal Problems, $1.25. 

Quiet Talks About Jesus. $1.25. 

Quiet Talks on Home Ideals. $1.25. 

Quiet Talks on Service. $1.25. 

Quiet Talks on Prayer. $1.25. 

Quiet Talks on Power. $1.25. 

A Quiet Talk with Those Who Weep. 
Boards. 60¢. 

A Quiet Talk About the Babe of Bethle- 


How to Pray (new). 


Talks About Life After Death, 


About Our Lord's Return, 


hem, Christmas message. LBuards. 60e. 
Quiet Talks About Calvary. 40c. 
Prayer Changes Things. boards. 60ce, 


Bent-Knee Time. 5c. 


Board of Christian Education of the é 
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used this year, is herewith submitted in 
the thought that it may be suggestive for 
similar occasions elsewhere: , \ 
CHRISTMAS VESPERS eh 
Order of Service a ae 
Singing: Adeste Fideles, Wonderfu ¢ 

Night; Responsive Reading: The Birth 
Bethlehem; Prayer; Singing: O Li 
Town of Bethlehem, Far, Far Away 
Bethlehem Town (Juniors); Scripture L 
son: The Visit of the Shepherds—Luke ¢ 
15-20; Singing: The First Nowell, Ho 
Night, Peaceful Night; Scripture L 
The Visit of the Wise Men—Matt. 2 
Singing: The Kings of the East Are 
ing; Reading (Selected); Singing: 
Unto the Shepherds, Away in a 

(Juniors); Responsive Reading: The Be 
dictus; Prayer; Singing: As Joseph W 
Walking, Good King Wenceslaus, God | 
You, Merry Gentlemen, Brightest and 


A CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
DR. JOHN R. MOTT 


(The following letter sent to C 
Vickrey, Executive head of the 
Rule Foundation, will doubtless re: 
hearts in this season’ of gift-givi 
amid all your blessings, you are m¢ 
help these starving children, se 
gift to the Golden Rule Founda 
Madison Ave., New York City, in 
Cc. V. Vickrey.) 4 


Dear Mr. Vickrey: 

The American people have an 
al opportunity at the present ti 
press their Golden Rule ideal an 
through practical, generous, and § 


tute, both under the American flag 
other lands, t ae 

I have recently returned 
my most extended around-tl 
neys, during which T have bh 
fields which are experienc 
need, I have discovere 
tensive, more intensive 


add, apparently less 
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The suffering of the children is particu- 
larly pitiable and presents an irresistible 
appeal. Literally millions of them, obvious- 
ly caught in a situation they could not 
possibly have had anything to do with 
creating, are suffering and dying of hun- 
ger and the diseases that always follow in 
the train of famines” 


From my intimate contact with the mis- 
sionaries and civilians who stand ready to 
administer relief, I would state that I 
know of no people who are so familiar 
with the obstacles which just now confront 
those related to such an undertaking in 
China and who are more competent to 
safeguard and use to the best advantage 
the gifts we send. 


Exterior View 


St. Matthew’s 


Lutheran 


and 


Reformed Church 


Carlisle Springs, 


Cumberland County, 


Pennsylvania 


I wish to do everything in my power to 
strengthen the hands of all those who are 
in any way seeking to meet this indeserib- 
able need. 

Very sincerely yours, 
J. R. Mott. 


WITH, OUR PHILADELPHIA 
STUDENTS 


How the numbers of our young people 
in the various schools continue to mount 
higher and higher! Beaver College now 
has 27, and 6 to 8 was a usual number a 
few years ago. Temple now has more than 
70 boarding students of our denomination, 
and six years ago there were less than 30, 
including day students. 


The Rev. David J. Wolf, son of the 
Reformed Congregation. Present pastorate, 


First Reformed Church, Homestead, Pa. 


pastorate, 


The Rev. Irwin S. Ditzler, former pastor 
of the Reformed Congregation. 


Present 
St. Peter’s Reformed Church, 
Union County, Pa. 


MAKE EXTRA MONEY 
for Your Church 


The Wonder Cleaner _ 


Whiskette is the new and 
ingenious invention in 
steel wool holders, cove 
ered with cloth to pro- 
tect the hands. It rapidly 
cleans and shines hun- 
dreds of household and 
personal articles, 


It Sells as Quickly as it Cleans 
Write for Information 


WHISKETTE MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. B Terre Hill, Pennsylvania 


The Rev. Daniel A. Brown, present pastor 
of the Reformed Congregation 
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Similar growth is shown at Drexel, 
Swarthmore, Hahnemann and Princeton, so 
our totals continue to mount, and at a 
recent party the numbers from Temple, 
Drexel and the University of Pennsylvania 
were about equal. 

The Lutheran pastor for students at the 
University of Pennsylvania, the’ Rev. 
Robert H. Gearhart, is the staff member 
who has charge of Vocational Counsel and 
most helpful to young people who are fac- 
ing that problem. Mr. Gearhart addressed 
our December ‘‘Open House’’ on ‘‘Prin- 
ciples to be Observed in Choosing a Voca- 
tion.’? 

Miss Esther Gabriel, of Quarryville, one 
of our girls who is a resident worker at 
the College Settlement, gave a group of 
our young people an inside view of a 
settlement worker’s work and life on a 
recent trip. This is one of the very oldest 
settlements in the country. The student 
pastor was once a resident here for a 
short time, 


We are eager to have our students put 
to work in the Churches when they get 
home for their vacations. Scores of them 
are excellent speakers, and they have help- 
ful messages for groups of high school 
age. Some of them have been used in a 
number of Churches in this vicinity this 
fall. Such talks also help to keep them 
interested in the Home Church, and we 
feel that is most important. 


Mr. J. Prentice Murphy, one of Phila- 
delphia’s most widely known social work- 
ers, will address the January ‘‘Open 
House’’ on Sunday, January 12. This is 
a real opportunity. But unless we have 
the names of your student friends here we 
cannot invite them. Remember, too, that 
visiting parents are always welcome to our 
student meetings. : 

—Clayton H. Ranck. 


3601 Locust Street, Phila. 


THE WM. H. BERGER MEMORIAL 
HOME FOR THE AGED, 
WYNCOTE, PA. 


It is a real pleasure to tell you all that 
we have almost reached our financial goal. 
Our aim was to raise at least $50,000 for 
our building and maintenance fund. We 
are now within a few hundred dollars of 
that sum and by the time that all of our 
congregations of Classis have completed 
their canvass we will be near what we ac- 
tually need—which is $65,000. 

It has indeed been most gratifying to 
note the responses that we have had to 
our appeals. Practically all of our con- 
gregations gave us most enthusiastic sup- 
port and a number of them really sur- 
prised themselves at what they were able 
to do. All that was needed was a vision 
together with zeal for the good cause and 
the task was done. We rejoice in this 
unified purpose that actuated Classis. It 
is a revelation of our possibilities, 

We now have 12 guests in the Home 
and applicants enough to exhaust our 
capacity of 22. Then, like all other insti- 
tutions of this kind, we will have a wait- 
ing list! 

Services are held in the Home each 
Sunday afternoon by one of our pastors 
assisted by his choir and accompanied by 
a large number of his members. Those who 
have favored us thus far are: Revs. E. O. 
Butkofsky, A. Y. Holter, Carl Petri, A. A. 
Hartman, Clement De Chant and Ralph L. 
Holland. Elder ‘Jacob §. Sechler had 
charge one Sunday afternoon and gave an 
inspiring message. Rev. R. E. Wilhelm 
brought his cheir and a number of peo- 
ple over on a Tuesday evening, and enter- 
tained our guests, 


As a result of the thoughtfulness and 


generosity of a number of our congrega- 
tions we have a large supply of canned 
goods and jellies on hand for the entire 
winter season, Quite a number of indi- 
viduals have also aided in this direction; 
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among these we can mention but two: Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry P. Schneider, who pro- 
vided the Thanksgiving dinner, have fur- 
nished all of the potatoes for the season 
and will send the turkey for Christmas, 
We are indeed most grateful for all that 
has been done for this work of love and 
merey. 
—Charles B. Alspach, Supt. 


A MESSAGE FROM A BELOVED 
VETERAN OF OUR CHURCH 


‘*T have just finished reading this week’s 
‘Messenger’ from beginning to end. I 
wonder whether our ministers and people 
fully appreciate the fact that the ‘Messen- 
ger’ stands at the very head of the Church 
papers in our country for its able and 
scholarly, and yet sufficiently practical, 
contents, from week to week. Just now I 
am passing on my copy of the ‘Messenger,’ 
every week, to my son-in-law, at Erie, 
where it is read, among other persons, by 
a very intelligent young man from Ger- 
man Switzerland, a member of the Re- 
formed ‘Church in that country, who is 
capable of sitting in judgment upon its 
character, and thinks very highly of its 
editorial and other articles. I sincerely 
hope that the ‘Messenger’ will be greatly 
benefitted financially, through an enlarged 
circulation, by a general observance in our 
Churches of Church Paper Day this year.’’ 


—F. F. Bahner. 
December 13, 1929, 
Waynesboro, Pa. 


A Letter To The Editor 


My dear Dr. Leinbach: 


Conditions in the Church in general and 
in the Reformed Church in the United 
States in particular are giving some of us 
who really love the Lord grave concern. 
That something is radically wrong with 
the Church most reasoning people will 
readily admit. As to what the trouble is 
opinions will naturally and necessarily 
vary. The clergy are inclined to blame 
the laity, and the laity retaliate by blam- 
ing the clergy. And the laity are right, 
fearfully right. Let us ministers be men 
enough to admit the fact. Some of us 
have not been true to our commission, re- 
ceived ‘‘not of man, nor by man, but of 
Jesus Christ our Lord,’’ which reads: 
‘*Preach the Word.’’ Some of us have 
been preaching anything and everything 
other than the Gospel of the blessed God. 
Isn’t it time that we pause to listen to 
God’s voice awfully articulate in the 
world’s desperate need, saying to us, as to 
the ancient prophet of God: ‘‘Preach the 
preaching that I bid thee.’’ Too long, all 
too long, have we been listening to the 
people, saying to us as they said to the 
ancient prophet: ‘‘Prophesy unto us 
smooth things.’? What the Christian 
Church-at-large, and the Reformed Church 
especially needs, is a revival of evangelical 
preaching—Biblical and expository. In 


the days of the Apostles ‘‘the Word of. 


the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.’’ 
God has pledged Himself that His Word 
‘“shall not return unto Him void, but shall 
accomplish the purpose for which He in- 
tends it.’?’ ‘‘Heaven and earth,’’ says 
Jesus, ‘‘shall pass away, but My words 
shall never pass away.’’ Why don’t His 
words give us deeper concern? Let us 
stop preaching on such subjects as ‘‘The 
Inside of the Cup,’’ ‘‘Mother India,’’ 
‘‘That Damn ‘Y’,’’ ‘“The Scarlet Letter’? 
—getting our sermon material from popu- 
lar novels, and let us go for preaching 
material where God wants us to get it, 
from His Word. 
hundreds of Churches throughout the 
length and breadth of Christendom this 


‘«Preach the Word.’’ In: 


Ge 
DECEMBER BOOK 


As the December book the Editorial 
Committee of the 
RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB 


has selected 
BEHOLD THE MAN 
By Friedrich Rittelmeyer 


Translated from the German by 
Geo. B. Hatfield and Erich Hofacker 

This volume, which appeared a few 
weeks ago, has not, in the judgment 
of the Editorial Committee, received 
anything like the attention it de- 
serves. Moreover, as a beautiful 
study of the personality of Jesus, it 
is especially appropriate to the 
Christmas season. 


167 pages, and may be secured 
for $1.75 postpaid from 
Board of Christian Education 
of the Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


coming Lord’s Day thousands of people 
will assemble to receive ‘‘the strong meat 
of the Word’’ and will be disappointed be- 
cause some preachers forsooth will think it 
their business to descant on the Pope’s re- 
cent tirade on ‘‘the futility of the Pro- 
testant Church,’’ instead of talking to 
their people about the ‘‘whole duty of 
man’’—love to God and love to fellowmen, 
‘“‘The hungry sheep look up and are not 
fed.’’ 

Some of us pastors do not have a real 
passion for souls. Some of us are more 
concerned about making people Reformed 
than about making them Christian. Of 
Moody is was said: ‘‘He could never 
speak of a lost soul without tears in his 
eyes.’’ John Knox in the agony of his 
soul is reported to have cried,‘‘ O, God, 
give me Scotland, or I die!’’ When some 
of that same passion grips the ministry 
of the Reformed Church something will 
happen, something must happen, something 
that will stir our Reformed Zion fram cen- 
ter to circumference, and in the salvation 
of sinners the Christ of God may see of 
the travail of His soul and be satisfied. 

Some of us pastors work too hard and 
pray too little. Some of us must needs 
learn, ‘‘laborare est orare.’’ A gentleman 
one day is said to have accosted a humble 
laborer busily engaged in breaking stones 
with the words: ‘‘ John, I wished that I 
could break the stony hearts of my hear- 
ers as easily as you break those stones.’’ 
‘*Perhaps you could,’’ was the laconic re- 


ply of the humble toilsman, ‘‘if you’d work 


on your knees.’’ 


. 
. 


‘More is accomplished by prayer than this — 


world dreams of. 


We kneel how weak, we rise, how full of - 


power, . . 
And what better are we than beasts of 
pre 


y ie 
That nourish a blind life within th 


brain, ~ . 
If, knowing God, we lift not hands of 
prayer, 
Both for ourselves, and those who e 
us friend??? : : 


And so, good brother, I would 
continue, but I must not weary you o1 
readers. If you, and the readers 
‘*Messenger’’— especially the Pp 
who read this—want the simple 
will revert to these things in a s 
letter or article written expres 
‘“Messenger,’’ my favorite C 

Very sincerely. 
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Husband—‘‘ You accuse me of reckless 
extravagance. When did I ever make a 
useless purchase??? 

Wife—‘‘What about that fire extin- 
guisher you bought a year ago? We’ve 
never used it once.’’—Herts Observer. 


Guide—‘‘Tt took nearly two t’ousand 
years to build dis pyramid.’’ 

Dear Old Lady—‘‘I can quite believe 
you. Our workmen at home are just as 
bad.’? 


RECIPE 


Green paint may be removed from the 
seat of a pair of white duck tennis trousers 
with a bottle of ordinary turpentine, a stiff 
brush, and a pair of scissors. 


A man went to see his physician for 
advice as to how to be eured of the habit 
of snoring. 

“Does your snoring disturb your wife?” 
asked the M. D. 

“Does it disturb my wife?” echoed the 
patient. ‘‘Why, it disturbs the whole con- 
gregation.” 


CHRISTMAS OF YE OLDEN TYME 


By Frank H. Sweet, in the 
‘*Presbyterian Advance’’ 


There are few people of this age who 
realize the significance of the feasting and 
jollity and good cheer that extend around 
the world at the Christmas season. 

The Yulelog, which we invariably con- 
nect with England, is really of Scandi- 
navian origin. It was a feast of their god 
Thor. In England a massive piece of 
wood was selected, frequently the rugged 
root of a tree grotesquely marked. This 
was brought into the great hall or kitchen 
with much ceremony. It was then decked 
with holly and ribbon amid great merri- 
ment, Each member of the family in turn 
sat down or stood upon it and sang a Yule 
song or drank a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Then the wassail bowl 
of steaming ale was passed around, after 
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TO A NEW-BORN BABE 


Oh little lump of human clay, 

So helpless and so small, 

What can you know of living here 
In this old world of ours? 

It is but those with many years 
Of hard learned lessons wise, 

Of oft rehearsed and drab routine, 
Who know the ways of men. 


How think you then 

That you, defenceless as you are 

And ignorant of life, 

Can take a part on this great stage; 

Can dance the difficult and swiftly mov- 
ing steps, 

The rhythm of the universe? 


But wait, I seem to see 

Within your tiny wrinkled face 

A wisdom past my knowing. 

Perhaps I may be wrong, ’tis YOU 
Who know the great mysterious truths that 


. be, 
While we, the worldly wise, 
Entangled in the nets of life, 
So blinded by the greed for gain, 
Are stumbling, yes, and falling in the dark! 


—G. H. Poffenberger. 


REFORMED 


HOME AND 


CHURCH MESSENGER 23 


00 C5900 C500 O55 00 O50 B56 S500 SS 00 5 00 S500 


YOUNG FOLKS | 


© © = 00 Ss 00 GS 1 0 0 > 0 > 00 SS 0 FS 00S 0 


which the log was rolled into the big fire- 
place and kindled with a faggot from last 
year’s log. A small portion of the log 
was carefully preserved from the previous 
year to light the next. 


The mistletoe hung in the castle hall, 
The holly branch shone on the old oaken 
wall, 


The practice of decking houses and 
Churches with holly and mistletoe and 
evergreens is also of ancient origin. The 
Hebrews used boughs of green in their 
sacred feasts and ceremonies in the olden 
times. In Poor Robin’s Almanac of 1695, 
the following verse may be found: 


With holly and ivy 
So green and so gay, 
We deck up our houses 
As fresh as the day. 


With bays and rosemary 
And laurel complete, 
And every one now 
Is a king on conceite. 


In many part of Oxfordshire it was the 
custom for the maid servant to ask one 
of the men servants for ivy to deck the 
house. If he refused she would steal a 
pair of his breeches and nail them up to 
the gate in the yard or highway. 

The great dish at Christmas feasts was 
of course boar’s head. This was borne 
to the table on an enormous silver platter 
or pewter platter with much form and 
ceremony. The animal’s head was trim- 
med with laurel and rosemary. 

This custom has been observed for many 
years at Oxford, due to the tradition which 
says that this old rite commemorates the 
deliverance of a student of the college, 
who while walking in the country studying 
Aristotle was attacked by a wild boar from 
the forest, whereupon he crammed the 
philosopher down the throat of the savage 
beast and thus escaped from its tusks. 


Mince pies were known as early as the 
16th century, but were called mutton pies, 
the other ingredients being the same as 
ours of today. Later they were called 
Christmas pies. Plum pudding was not 
known until later and is distinctly an Eng- 
lish dish. 

The Christmas tree was introduced into 
England from Germany at the time of 
Queen Victoria’s marriage. The Christ- 
mas feeding of the birds is observed in 
many of the provinces of Norway and 
Sweden. Bunches of oats are placed on 
the roofs of the house so that the birds 
may be fed. On this day also the farmers 
feed their horses and cattle a double por- 
tion of food. In England there is a belief 
that any one turning a mattress on Christ- 
mas will surely die within the year. There 
is also a saying that bread baked on 
Christmas Eve will never get moldy. In 
Scotland many people hold it to be un- 
lucky for any but a dark-haired person to 
first cross the threshold on Christmas Day. 

In Germany on Christmas Eve the whole 
household prepares for Church. Each wor- 
shiper carries a lighted candle. The 
Church is in darkness when the first comer 
arrives and places his candle before him, 
and as one after another appears fresh 
candles flash out until the building resem- 
bles a larie partiere of single flames. At 
Lyons, in France, it has long been the rule 
that the first infant received at the found- 
ling hospital on Christmas Day is given 
special honor, Soft, warm raiment and a 


beautiful crib are prepared and it is espe- 
cially cared for. This custom makes a 
sharp contrast with the child that was 
born in a manger. 

Lavender, the cool-scented herb, whose 
perfume makes one think of old-fashioned 
gardens, is a summer spice connected in 
legend with the blessed virgin. According 
to the tale, it was a scentless bush until 
the mother of Jesus dried his swaddling 
clothes upon its misty blue spikes and the 
perfume which ‘‘breathes of paradise’’ 
came as a gift to the lavender and it still 
retains the heavenly smell. 


Another old English custom is the wildly 
exciting game of snap dragon. A large 
bowl is filled with ravsins soaked in 
brandy. When the bowl is brought to the 
table all lights are extinguished and the 
contents of the bowl lighted. This light 
casts a ghostly pallor on the guests. Each 
one must thrust his hand into the bowl and 
snatch a handful of the flaming raisins and 
put them into his mouth while still alight. 

The custom of burning the Bayberry 
candle at Christmas is a New England one. 


—Prebyterian Advance. 


‘*Say, Bob,’’ asked an acquaintance, 
‘‘why did the foreman sack you yester- 
day??? 

‘‘Well,’? was the reply, ‘‘a foreman is 
one who stands around and watches his 
men work.’’ 

“T know; 
with it?’’ 

‘‘Why, he got jealous of me. 
thought I was the foreman.’’ 


but what’s that got to do 


People 


She glided into the office and approached 
the editor’s desk. 

‘*T have a poem,’’ she began, 

‘«Well?’’ queried the editor, with a look 
intended to annihilate. 

‘<T have written a poem,’’ she calmly re- 
peated, on ‘My Father’s Barn,’ and ao 

‘‘Oh,’’ interrupted the editor, ‘‘you 
don’t know how greatly I am relieved. A 
poem written on your father’s barn? I 
was afraid it was written on paper, and 
that you wanted me to publish it. If I 
ever happen to drive by your father’s barn 
I’ll stop and read it.’’—Exchange. 


MYRRH 
By B. F. M. Sours 


The Wise Men brought their stores of gold, 
And frankincense and myrrh to Him; 
So by the Story we are told,— 
The tale whose glories never dim. 


I bring Thee all this heart of mine, 
O Jesus, who hast died for me; 

I come confessing Thee divine, 
Thou Glory of my destiny. 


Thou art—O Thou whose mighty power 
Encireles worlds that are Thine own; 
Thou art—the worlds, the fragile flower,— 
Proclaim the greatness of Thy Throne. 


And so to them in Bethlehem 
Was told the story of the Star! 
The manger-shepherds?—ah! to them 
The Christ was come from Heaven afar. 


I bring my humbled heart to be 

All Thine, O Bethlehem Babe, for aye; 
For Thou art All in All to me, 

Of Whom we sing on Christmas Day. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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Customer (to her little boy who has just 
heen given a cookie by the clerk)—‘‘ Jim- 
mie, what do you say??? 

Jimmie—‘‘Gimme another,’’ 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


WORSHIPING THE CHRIST-CHILD 


Text: Matthew 2:11, ‘‘And they fell 
down and w orshiped him.?? 


From my boyhood I have always been 
fond of the stories of the shepherds and 
the Wise Men, told in connection with 
Jesus’ birth. I never tire of reading them, 
and every year I see something new in 
them. 


The story of the shepherds is told in 
this beautiful way by St. Luke, the be- 
loved physician; ‘And there were shep- 
herds in the same country abiding in the 
field, and keeping watch by night over 
their flock. And an angel of the Lord 
stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
‘Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall be 
to all the people: for there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this is a 
sign unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapr 
ped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: 


‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom 
He is well pleased.’ 


And it came to pass, when the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one to another, ‘Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
that is come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known unto us.’ And they came 
with haste, and found both Mary and 
Joseph and the babe lying in’ the man- 
ger. And when they saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying which was 
spoken to them about this Child. And 
all that heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken unto them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept all these say- 
ings, pondering them in her heart. And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them.’’ 


These shepherds were devout Jews, firm 
believers in the promise of God, often 
dreaming of the coming Messiah, and it 
was on this account that the angel came 
to them rather than to any other group to 
make known the wonderful thing that had 
come to pass. The writer of the epistle 
to the Hebrews says: ‘‘And without faith 
it is impossible to be well-pleasing with 
Him; for he that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that He is, and that He is a rewarder 
of them that seek after Him.’’ The shep- 
herds were religious men who sought to 
worship God in spirit and in truth, It was 
their religion that prepared them for the’ 
angel’s message, and that brought them 
to the feet of the Christ-Child as devout 
worshipers. 


The story of the Wise Men is told us by 
St. Matthew, and it is no Jess beautiful 
and graphie than the story of the shep- 
—_— 

PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
Before 1918, people killed resist- 
ing the law were suspicious charac- 


ters, but now they are somebody’s 
darlings. 


GRUMBLETOWN 


When Doctor Grit and Deacon Grace 
Had launched the enterprise, 

Old Uncle Doubt came in to say: 
‘‘T hardly think it wise!’’ 


‘“*It takes a world of work, you 
know, 
These mighty things to do; 
And let me just remind you, sirs, 
That you are only two!’’ 


‘“‘Thrice welcome, then, for new re- 
cruits!’’ 
The workers cried, with glee; 
The task indeed is hard for two, 
Join in and make it three!’’ 


**T guess I will,’’ said Uncle Doubt, 
**Since you are bound to win; 

And I’ll go out around the town 
And fetch the others in!’’ 


So in they came, a merry crew, 
Including Brother Try, 

And Brother Slow and Brother Go, 
And Brother By-and-By, 


Until the whole wide neighborhood 
Had joined the enterprise; 

For even Deacon Grumble came, 
And Madam Criticise. 


So many happy helpers came, 
So large the business grew, 

It soon became the biggest thing 
The city ever knew. 


If you, my friends, would emulate 
The worthy and the wise, 

Don’t hide away in Grumbletown, 
But join the enterprise. 


—Lyman E. Davis. 


herds which St. Luke tells us: ‘‘ Now when 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, Wise 
Men from the east came to Jerusalem, say- 
ing, ‘Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews? for we saw His star in the 
east, and are come to worship Him.’ And 
when Herod the king heard it, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And 
gathering together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ should be born. And they 
said unto him, ‘in Bethlehem of Judaea: 
for thus it is written through the prophet, 


‘And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
Art in no wise least among the princes 


of Judah: 

For out of thee shall come forth a 
governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel’.’? 


Then Herod privily called the Wise Men, 
and learned of them exactly what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, ‘Go and search out 
exactly concerning the young Child; and 
when ye have found Him, bring me word, 
that I also may come and worship Him.’ 
And they, having heard the king, went 
their way; and lo, the star, which they 
saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young 
Child was. And when they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 


And they came into the house and saw ~ 


the young Child with Mary His mother; 
and they fell down and worshiped Him; 
and opening their treasures they offered 


~ unto Him gifts, gold and frankineense and 


myrrh, And being warned of God 
dream that they eha ould not 
Herod, they depart tet into their 
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‘«The wonderful, mystical Wise Men three 
Crossed the deserts and skirted the sea, 
Led by a Star where a Babe would be! 


“‘The heralding Star of a King new born! 
Swiftly they follow, though weary and 
worn, 

Called to witness the first Christmas 
morn. 


‘“‘Knowing not God, yet they follow His 
Star; 
Alien in race, they His witnesses are; 
Owning His message sent from afar. 


‘‘Bethlehem manger and Christ - Child 
Divine! 
The Star stands above as the heavenly 
Sign; 


They offer their gifts at the lowly shrine. 


SO mystical, wonderful Wise Men three! 
The Christmas-tide glory was yours to 
see 
Following the Star where the Babe 
should be.’ 


The Wise Men were astrologers, students - 
of the heavens, seeking through nature 
to find nature’s God. They were scientists, he 
and the revelation of the new-born Christ- — uz 
Child was made to them in a scientific — 
way, by means of a star, They had doubt- 
less heard of the King that was to be 
born, and took the star as a sign of 
coming. Having heard Him spoken of as 
“‘the King of the Jews,’’ they wise! i: 
went to Jerusalem, the Jewish capital, | O 
find out the place of His: birth ae 
scientific searchers after God went to f! 
religious leaders who were versed in # 
Scriptures. And their efforts wer 
warded. They found the new-born 
and fell down and worshiped Him. 
ence, by the help of religion, brought 
Wise Men to the feet of the Chri 
where the faith of the devoutly re 
shepherds had brought them. Th 
as Judaea then was, and the Hast, 
the,Wise Men came, met at the 
the Christ-Child and gave Him the 
eere devotion. Jews and Gentiles” 
in Jesus their common Saviour, for { 
is what His name means. Religion — 
Science brought their devotees to the s 
place, and they worshiped the cha 
together. 


We hear so much about the con 
Science and Religion, but, when p 
understood, they cannot be in confli¢ 
both come from God and both ough 
lead to God. The world may learn 
deal from the spirit and example 
shepherds and the Wise Men. If s¢ 
would come to the religious people 
search of spiritual things, as t 
Men did, and if religious persons ~ 
go to the scientists for scientific 
which the latter are specialists, v 
would be heard about the conflic 
science and religion, but both wou 
at the feet of Jesus, Who said, 
shall know the truth, sisiby the t 
make you free.’’ " 


Since science and religion b 
from God, and God cannot contradi 
self, therefore if there is any co n! 
tween science and religion -it i 
dence that one or the other or 
not yet what they ought to be. 
encouraging sign to find that 
leading scientists of the world | 
lievers in Christ, and are will 
down Lg religious followe: 
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Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 9 


THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 


CURTAILED WORDS, No. 4 


1, Curtail that which is evident and get 
a shallow dish or plate. Curtail and 
get another name for your head. Cur- 
tail and find an Irishman. Once more 
and discover a parent, 

2. Curtail a wise man and hear him sing- 

ing alone, Curtail and get another 

name for the sun. Once more and get 
an adverb, 

Curtail the name of a famous castle 

twice, and get what you can hear but 

not see. Curtail and you wrap it up. 

Curtail and obtain. 

4. Curtail one who cuts up capers and get 

one who opposes. Curtail and find a 

small insect. Once more, and get an 

article. 

Curtail gaining knowledge and discover 

one of Shakespeare’s kings. Curtail 

and find a meadow. Once again and 
you get a diminutive suffix. 

6. Curtail twice, to stray away, and get a 
fairy’s stick. Curtail and see a pale 
person, —A. M. &. 


ays 


SUCH MUSIC 
‘And what in France,’’ asked a friend, 
**did you enjoy the most??? 
‘¢Well, I think,’’ said the lady, ‘‘it was 
the French pheasants singing the Mayon- 
naise.’’—Selected. 


HIGHER CRITICISM 

‘“How do you like the show, Gabe?’’ a 
village loafer who had dropped in at a 
rehearsal for a home talent performance, 
- was asked. 

*'Well,’’ was the reply, ‘‘if I wasn’t 
sittin’ down I’d feel like I was wastin’ 
time.’? 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 23-29 
Practical Thought: ‘‘I was glad when 
they said unto me, let us go into the house 
of the Lord.’’ 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘Hark, a Burst of 
Heav’nly Music,’’ New Reformed Church 
Hymnal, 134. 


Monday—Love for God’s House. 
Psalm 122. 


We love the Church because it is our 
Father’s House. He meets us there. There 
we hear His love message explained, and 
the things that are dear to Him outlined. 
All the influences of God’s House are di- 
rected toward the building of character 
that will stand in stormy times. Jesus has 
given us an example in loving and cher- 
ishing God’s House. He drove out of the 
Temple those who would make of it any- 
thing other than a place of prayer and 
worship. He also attended the Synagogue 
where the Scriptures were taught. In our 
Father’s House we meet our Father’s other 
children, and for this we ought to love it. 
Best of all, our Father is there. 

Prayer: Increase our: zeal for Thy 
Church, O Christ. As living members of 
it may we be quick to advance all that 
will build it and widen the circle of its 
influence, 


_ Tuesday—Incentives to Worship. 
Ny Heb. 10:19-26. . 
‘, Jesus has provided an extra spur for our 
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worship of God. He has revealed God to 
us as none other has ever done. He open- 
ed the way for direct fellowship with God. 
In Jesus we comprehend what is the 
heighth and the depth and the breadth of 
the love of God. That is the extra spur 
set to our worship. God’s love for us 
awakens our love for Him. Because He 
loves us we have confidence in Him and 
desire to have fellowship with Him. De- 
siring this for ourselves, we want our 
brethren to have it too. In public wor- 
ship we aid each other to have that fellow- 
ship. That is another spur to our wor- 
ship. He who forsakes the publie wor- 
ship of God loses more than he realizes, 

Prayer: That we may come before Thee, 
dear Father, as worshipers our hearts are 
glad. May we find rich joy in all the 
services of Thy House. May the fellow- 
ship with Thy children deepen our zeal 
for all that is good and noble, righteous 
and of good report. Amen, 


Wednesday—Wise Men Worshiping. 
Matt. 2:7-12. 

Just how much the Magii sensed con- 
cerning the true nature of the Baby before 
Whom they bowed we cannot: tell. We 
believe they felt there was something Di- 
vine about Him. They therefore wor- 


WANTED, A TWIN 


By Nelson Phinney 
Fifth Grade, Norfolk, Virginia 


If you know a little boy 

About as old as me 

With curly hair and big blue eyes 
Who loves plum jam and tea; 

Who likes to lie upon the floor 

And read out things aloud, 

Who does not always shut the door 
And thinks all girls are proud, 
Who wants to be a policeman 

Or p’raps a sailing pirate bold, 

And go a sailing around the: world, 
To search for hidden gold, 

Who feels so awful lonely 

And wants a puppy dog, 

Please pack his toys up in a tin 
And let him come and be my twin. 
—From ‘‘The Journal’’ of the Na- 
tional Education Association, Decem- 
ber, 1929. 


shiped and presented gifts to Him. We 
know what they could not know, viz., that 
Jesus is God’s Son sent to be the Saviour 
of sinners. He is worthy of our hearts’ 
adoration. Our hope of heaven rests in 
Him. Our incentive to noble manhood 
springs from Him. Can we better cele- 
brate His birthday than by worshiping 
Him? As our hearts’are drawn to Jesus 
they feel a strong impulse to spread abroad 
the story concerning Him.. We want all 
men to know and love Him. 

Prayer: On this happy Christmas Day, 
dear Saviour, we join the wise men of all 
the ages and bow before Thy throne in 
humble worship. .Make us to be channels 
of Thy grace to bless men. May the day 
soon come when men the world around will 
accept Thee as Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


Thursday—Reading and Understanding 
God’s Word. Neh. 8:1-8. 


If there were no Bibles in our towns ex- 
cept those found in the Churches, would 
we care more for them than we.do now? 
If we could not read would we listen to 
others read God’s Word? Copies of the 
Law were rare in Ezra’s day. Today we 
may have the whole Bible for a few pen- 
nies. Not long since I read of a woman 
who learned to read at 80 years in order 
that she might read the Bible. Surely it 
was worth all the effort. Can we find a 
book more worth while an effort to under- 
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stand than this Book that tells of God’s 
love? One of the benefits of Church at- 
tendance is the hearing of the Scripture 
read by one who knows how to read well 
and with the understanding. 

Prayer: Quicken a desire to know more 
of Thy Word, O God. Open our eyes and 
understanding that we may see the won- 
drous things contained therein. May we 
walk in the way of Thy precepts. Amen. 


Friday—Fellowship Through Prayer. 
Matt. 6:5-15. 

Concerning family prayers, F. N. Pelou- 
bet, writer of Sunday School lesson com- 
ments for many years, said, ‘‘As I look 
back upon my boyhood days in my home, 
the most distinct and powerful religious 
influence shining out from an all-pervading 
religious atmosphere comes from family 
prayer in some of its forms. .As children 
we not only read a chapter in the Bible 
twice a day, but were present at family 
prayers 3 times a day, before breakfast, 
and before supper, with the whole family, 
including servants and apprentices; and 
once more, just before school in the morn- 
ing, my mother gathered all the children 


jin her room, and read the Bible.’’ 


Prayer: As we bow together in Thy 
presence, O God, give to us the conscious- 
ness of Thy presence. In Thee we would 
have truest fellowship with one another 
and with all who love Thee. Amen, 


Saturday—Fellowship Through Service. 
I John 3:13-24. 

The bond of the Christians’, fellowship 
is Jesus Christ their Lord. Their common 
love for Him binds them together. That 
bond explains also the hatred of the world 
for them. Their love for Christ becomes 
love for each other. The love also be- 
comes the motive power of the service they 
can render to Christ’s cause. The service 
to one another is a part of their service to 
Christ, since the cup of water given in His 
name is regarded as given unto Him. Does 
the actual experience of Church work reach 
up to this fine ideal? In the light of this 
Scripture ought we not to be ashamed, and 
repent of, the bickerings that too often 
mar such work? Working in a common 
cause should bind lives and hearts in a 
warm union. 

Prayer: Dear Saviour, we bless Thee for 
permission to serve Thee. Fill our hearts 
with joy, and with love for all who serve 
Thy Kingdom. May no remnant of sin 
cause any rift in our fellowship as ser- 
vants of our Lord. In Thy dear Name we 
pray. Amen. 


Sunday—The Church Triumphant Praising 
God. Rev. 7:9-17. 

Are they few who be saved? The multi- 
tude whom John saw praising the Lamb 
was without number. Our greatest indi- 
vidual concern is the making sure of be- 
ing included with them. All superficial 
distinctions fall away as the multitude is 
assembled before the throne, The theme 
of the praise is an experienced salvation 
mediated by the Lamb upon the ‘throne. 
He is God’s supreme gift to men—to me! 
Realization of this gracious fact awakes 
songs of joy and praise in my heart now. 
The present song will blend into the fu- 
ture. one. 

Prayer: 

“Jerusalem the golden, 

With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation 

Sink heart and voice opprest; 
IT know not, O I know not, 

What joys await us there; 
What radiancy of glory, 

What bliss beyond compare.’’ Amen. 


IT HAPPENS DAILY 


He—‘‘I just fell over fifty feet.’’ 

She—‘‘And you wéren’t hurt?’’ 

He—‘‘No. I was only getting off a 
crowded street car,’’ 
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HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel 


ARE YOU A CHUM? 
By Mrs. Nestor Noel 


We mothers should be chums with our 
children. 

How are we to be real chums? We 
*‘kiss the place to make it well’’ while 
they are tiny babies, when they are sick 
we stay awake for them night after night 
if necessary, we sympathize with them in 
their little troubles, when they break their 
cherished toys we mend or replace them. 
This is not all that is required of us. We 
share their tiny troubles, patiently, but 
do we as patiently share their joys? 

I once saw a lonely little girl in school 
on a celebration day. She was in tears. 
All the other children had their parents 
there. Why had hers not come? I tried 
to find out, but there seemed to be no real 
excuse. When our children have to recite 
in public, do we put off everything to go? 

We can lose our children in more ways 
than one. We must play with them as 
earnestly as we work with them and then 
they will tell us almost everything that 
is in their hearts. If we don’t, they will 
think we are too ‘‘grown up’’ and will 
confide in others instead. 

“*T never think of you as grown up,’’ 
said my daughter to me one day. 

That seemed to me one of the highest 
compliments she could pay me. 

Allow a child to crumple your dress a 
little. What are such trifles compared with 
her happiness? 

Do you think you are a wonderful parent 
because you give your child enough to eat 
and drink, nice clothes to wear and a 
pretty room in which to play? Maybe she 
wants you to play with her. .- 

When playing with a child, be careful 
to play as a child, or she will not enjoy 
the game. If you get a little huffed (in 
pretense), because you lost, she will like 
you better. I know. I have tried it. 

At the same time you must teach her 
how to take losses in a game. Do not keep 
up the huff more than a second. 

Laugh a great deal with your children. 
I once heard a child say, ‘‘ We never laugh 
in this house unless we have visitors.’’ 

What a disclosure! What a life for that 
child to lead! 

Do not be content to say that you do 
not understand your children, Study to 
understand them. If you have not been 
playing with them, try it as a new method 
of contact. The mother who plays with 
her children is the mother who is best 
beloved. 


‘“In my opinion the movement to estab- 
lish more kindergarten training in our 
public schools is one that should have uni- 
versal support.’’—J. F. Daishell, Depart- 
ment of Psychology, University of North 
Carolina. 

If the little children of your community 
are not receiving the benefits of the kin- 
dergarten, will you not try to arouse in- 
terest in the subject? Write to the Na- 
tional Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, for informa- 
tion and advice. Leaflets may be obtained 
free of charge and posters borrowed. 


WET TOWN 
Timothy—‘How did you like Venice, 
Uncle Eli??? 
Uncle Eli—‘‘I don’t know. We only 
stayed there over night and the place was 
flooded.’ ’—-Chicago Tribune. 


‘*You called me -in time,’’ said the 
doctor. ‘‘ Another day and this man would 
have been well.’ 


A WORLD-WIDE CHRISTMAS TREE 


Were I a Sage to prophesy, 
Had I the gift of tongues, 
Or even a good fairy be, 

To touch with magie wands— 


I’d bid my prophecies ring true; 

Such eloquence command, 

That voice and hand yield to the touch 
Of joy to every land. 


Peace and goodwill to all the world; 
A Saviour known to all, 

That each may taste of saving grace 
Who on His name doth call— 


That every heart be so alight, 

Lit by the spark Divine, 

That ev’n the countenances we wear 
Might with His radiance shine. 


But why bemoan the gifts I lack? 
Let God my prophet be; 

His will direct the gift I have 

To work His mystery. 


Wiser, more gifted far than I, 

Dear friends, come join with me 

And plant for Him that all might share 
Love’s World-wide Christmas Tree. 


Let branches true reach every clime, 
Like arms in strong appeal, 
Compelling all through love Divine 
Low at His cradle kneel, 


For nations stand expectantly 

Around this Tree of Life; 

Shall we not share God’s gift to us— 
His Word revealing Light? 


What gifts shall you and I then bring 
To prove the love that should 

Be bond of faith to bind all hearts 
In one true brotherhood? 


Dear gifts of faith in everyone 

Let’s hang upon this tree; 

Faith be the urge that draws us close 
In lovye’s community; 


Sweet gifts of charity for all; 
Love so compelling be, ; 

That God can work His miracles 
Through folks like you and me; 


Then gifts of daily helpfulness; 
Ofttimes they seem so small, 

We wonder should they claim a place 
In kindliness at all. 


But ev’n the cup of water giv’n 

In His dear Name, we know, 
Doth comfort give and blessing on 
Humanity bestow. 


Our every gift God multiplies 

And makes them all to yield 

True fruitage, that can bless the world 
From His rich harvest field. 


Perhaps the gift of friendliness 

To folks just near at hand 

Would be in language that all hearts— 
And God—could understand. 


Let’s place a candle here and there, 
Reflecting naught but good 

And pray that such the spirit be 
Of our true brotherhood. 


So bring the gifts most precious, rare, 
To gladden every home, 

Perhaps the incense of our love 
Through them might reach His Throne. 


—Meta Bauman Mathes. 
Youngstown, Ohio 


TAKE NO STOCK IN THIS 


She—‘‘ What time is it?’?’ 
He—‘‘T don’t know—I’ve been playing 
the stock market and lost my ticker.’’ 
—Brooklyn Eagle. 


me 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


As I sit here warm and cozy at my desk, 
looking out at icicles, at wren houses that 
are empty, at bare trees, at distant chim- 
neys and at miles and miles of snow, I am 
thinking how cold and dreary were the 
November days I spent in Palestine. I am 
thinking too, of that long, dreary journey 
Mary made from the hill country to the 
city where there was no room in the inn, 
I am thinking too, of Joseph, of his love 
for Mary and his deep concern for her. 
And I see again the silver star that now 
marks the place where the Baby Jesus was 
born—in a kind of cave. It must have 
been cold and dark there—that night of 
nights. But it was to that spot that the 
shepherds came, and the wise men, bear- 
ing gifts. And it is to that spot that the 
eyes of Christians everywhere turn at 
Christmas-tide. I am thinking too, of other 
babes for whom there would be no inn if 
it were not for those who love Jesus—of 
the orphans for whom our Chureh has made 
room at Nazareth, at Fort Wayne, at Hoff- 
man, at St. Paul’s and at Womelsdorf, No 
finer gold, frankincense and myrrh can we 
Birthday Club boys and girls give, this 
Christmas-tide, to Him, Who was born in 
a manger, than bountiful gifts to our 
orphans. 


SANTA’S ASSISTANTS 


By Rose Brooks 

Mr. Post, strangely enough, lived up to 
his name by being a postman. So many 
years had Mr. Post trudged over his long 
and hilly route that his back was a little 
stooped from the weight of the old yellow 
leather mail pouch slung over his blue 
shoulders. But heavy though his load 
might be, and often was, Mr. Post’s heart 
was always light. His cheery ‘‘Good 
morning! Some nice letters for you 
today!’’ brought cheer like a sudden 
glimpse of sunshine. Yes, everybody on 
Mr. Post’s long route counted him a 
friend, and looked forward to exchanging 
a pleasant word with him at the door. 

At Christmas time, Mr. Post seemed to 
radiate the spirit of the season. Many 
a secret he shared, as he smuggled pack- fi 
ages in the door, and every gift of his 
bringing seemed a little more Christmasy 
for the mere fact that he brought it to 
the door. 

Every child and every dog on his route 
loved him, ran to meet him, and trotted 
at his heels. Small wonder, then, that at 
Christmas time, children chattered their 
hopes to him, and mothers whispered 
secrets to him—secrets which would set 
the children’s hearts dancing. a 

‘«VYes,’’? said Mr. Post to himself, two 
weeks before Christmas. ‘‘Santa’s on the 
way, from the feel of my pouch. But the 
heavier the old pouch gets, the better I 
like it. Yes, friends in every house. Not 
a child on the whole route that won’t be 
happy on Christmas day.’’ But as 


blue eyes lacked their usual twinkle, a 
no smile curved his ruddy face 
pleasant little wrinkles. ‘‘Now, if I 
just slip some of those Post Office 
into my bag, and leave one, here 
there, with other mail along this r 
But somehow, kind as they all 
can’t quite ask them! And save a 
I can’t answer more than one | 
those letters as I’d like to answe 
It was on the one stretch wi 
that Mr. Post thus talked to 
when he rang his next doorbe 
hadn’t had quite time to s 
its usual shape, when Mrs, 
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the door. She noticed the change instantly. 

““Why, Mr. Post, what’s the matter?’’ 
said she, taking the proffered mail auto- 
matically instead of with her usual eager 
interest. 

Mr. Post hesitated, tried to screw his 
face into its usual happiness, but, taken 
off guard, he blurted out the truth. 

*<Tt’s the letters to Santa, Mrs. Burton. 
The letters the poor kids write. Piling 
into the Post Office every day. And no 
place to take ’em.’’ 

‘<The letters to Santa? Just what chil- 
dren write them?’’ 

‘‘What children? And children that 
haven’t homes like these,’’?’ Mr. Post’s 
hand took in the whole street in its ges- 
ture. ‘‘Oh, well, I was thinking about 
’em, because the kids get up such funny 
addresses. Well, good-morning, ma’am.’’ 

“<Just a minute, Mr. Post. I know I 
mustn’t keep you on these extra-busy 
mornings, but there’s something on your 
mind. I wish you’d tell me. Can’t you 
tell the whole route, if you’ve got a 
Christmas problem?’’ With her own hand, 
Mrs. Burton took in the whole street. 
*<Tt’s what we’d all want to do—you know 
it is. Think how you bring Christmas 
to the door of every one of us!’’ 

‘¢T 11 think it over,’’ promised Mr. Post. 


‘‘And if I hadn’t looked glum, you 
never’d have guessed! ’’ 
‘¢Glum! You! If you have some 


Christmas plans up your sleeve that we’d 
all want to share, you let us in on them!’’ 
begged Mrs. Burton. 

‘“‘That’s a new way to look at it,’’ ad- 
mitted Mr. Post. ‘‘I might have known 
you’d all look at it that way. Well, I’ll 
bring you one letter tomorrow, and you 
read it and tell me what you think.’’ 

“‘T’ll be waiting for you,’’ said Mrs. 
Burton. ‘‘Don’t cheat us out of any share 
we can have in the spirit of Christmas.’’ 


Waiting for him she was, true to her 
word, when Mr. Post turned into her walk 
next morning. 

‘“Here’s the letter,’’ said he, and Mrs. 
Burton, taking a smudged envelope, read 
aloud the address: ‘‘Santa Claus, Snow 
Street, North Pole. Care of Reindeers.’’ 

‘*Shall I open it? Who opens them? Do 
you?’’ breathed Mrs. Burton, looking as 
entranced as though she were at the gate 
of fairyland. 

“‘T open a few, as many as I can do 
anything about,’’ said Mr. Post. ‘‘I can’t 
bear to open the ones I can’t answer.’’ 

‘On that theory, then, I’ll open this 
one,’’ said Mrs. Burton, and tearing off an 
end of the smudged envelope, she ex- 
tracted a smudged half-sheet of paper on 
which was scrawled: ‘‘Please bring me 
a sled not a big one just a little one and 
a pair of mittens if I can have two things, 
and don’t bring the mittens if I can’t have 
both.’? 

‘<The lamb!’’ said Mrs. Burton, fishing 
for her handkerchief. ‘‘You tell him by 
wireless that Santa might manage both 
and even throw in an extra trifle for good 
measure. Gives his name and address, plain 
as day, bless him!’’ 

Mr. Post was turning to go, his face 
beaming. ‘‘I can’t thank you,’’ he was 
murmuring helplessly. 

But Mrs. Burton eut him short. 

‘Do you mean to say more letters like 
this are down at the Post Office, this very 
minute??? 

‘«They do pile up so, every Christmas,’’ 
apologized Mr. Post. ‘‘If there were just 
a few, we carriers could handle ’em all. 
We each take care of all we can. The 
addresses on some of ’em make me laugh. 
There’s one that’s headed for ‘Iceland 
Avenue, Ice Region, North Pole.’ And 
there’s another going to ‘Iceberg Street, 


Greenland,’ 
though a little 


North Pole, 
don’t they, 
geography?’’ 

‘““Never mind the geography, and never 
mind their sounding cold,’’ laughed Mrs. 
Burton a little shakily. ‘‘What I want is 
the letters—all of them.’’ 

**All of them?’’ gasped Mr. Post. ‘‘ Why, 
there are dozens, and they’ll come in on 
every mail, now it’s getting so near 
Christmas. ’’ 

“All of them,’’ insisted Mrs. Burton. 
‘*You bring me every one you have down 
there at Santa’s Post Office. Bring them 
with this afternoon’s mail, -And just as 
fast as they come in, you bring them 
straight to me.’’ 

“‘But you’ve got your own children to 
think of!’’ said Mr. Post, unable to be- 
lieve his two ears. ‘‘Think of Peter and 
Betty and Tom!’’ 

‘Just why I want the letters, because I 
am thinking of them,’’ said Mrs. Burton. 
“*Don’t you suppose they’ll want to share 
in this lovely Christmas fun?’’ 

‘*But all the letters! You don’t want 
all the letters,’’ expostulated Mr. Post. 

“*Not a letter less than all,’’ said Mrs. 
Burton. ‘‘Don’t you know all the people 
on this route, and don’t I know at least 
half of them?’’ 

**J do. You do,’’ admitted Mr. Post, 
feeling weak in the knees at this Christmas 
miracle. 

“*You’ve started the Christmas ball roll- 
ing,’’ said Mrs. Burton, ‘‘and we can’t 
apy of us ever thank you enough for let- 
ting us in as Santa’s assistants. You don’t 
think for a minute, do you, that there’s 
a grown-up on this street who won’t jump 
at the chance of answering just as many 
of those letters as he possibly can? And 
the children! You just wait to see what 
the children will want to do!’? 


“*Tt’s the finest Christmas of all my 
years! ’’ said Mr. Post, and, with his words, 
his face was screwed into the happiest 
wrinkles a face could have. 


This time he was half-way down the 
walk when Mrs. Burton called after him: 
‘*And how many years has this Santa 
business been going on in our own Post 
Office, and you not telling us a word of 
the fun??? 

‘‘Let’s not think about those years,’’ 
Mr. Post called back. ‘‘Let’s think about 
this Christmas at hand.’’ 

“‘And many in the future,’’ said Mrs. 
Burton. 

With that, she went into the house and 
closed the door behind her, only to reopen 
it in haste. ; 

‘*Wait!’’ she called to Mr. Post’s dis- 
appearing back. Running to overtake him, 
she put her final question accusingly: 
‘“Of course it isn’t just to our Post Office 
that the Santa letters come?’’ 

““Well, no,’’? admitted Mr. Post, loath to 
mar her happy feeling that the whole 
Santa question was solved. ‘‘But if we 
take care of all those letters in our own 
office which have had to go unanswered 
before, most of ’em, isn’t that some- 
thing?’’ 

‘‘Letters like that in every city in this 
country, I suppose?’’ asked Mrs. Burton, 
anxiously. 

““<T suppose.’’ 

“And anybody, anywhere can get any 
number of ’em to answer??’’ 

*“Anybody, anywhere.’’ 

“*And thousands of people not knowing 
what to do with themselves at Christmas! 
They’d love to answer the letters, if they 
knew. ’? 

“‘They would,’’ agreed Mr. Post. 
‘“Everybody would, if only they knew.’’ 

‘«They’ll never again be an unanswered 
one in this town,’’ said Mrs, Burton, ‘‘ And 
let’s spread the news and the Christmas 
fun as far as we can! Santa’ll find how 
many assistants he has!’?’ 

(All rights reserved.) 
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-Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


‘‘When the Fifth Conference on the 
Cause and Cure of War convenes in Wash- 
ington, Jan. 14-17, inclusive, it will meet 
experiences extremely rare and unique 
among organizations, It will have so 
many downright reasons for rejoicing, for 
fervid congratulations, for inspiration to 
take up banners and lead out and forward, 
that it cannot fail to produce a hall full of 
exaltation. 


‘‘When the First Conference was held 
in 1925, probably no delegate knew the 
cause or the cure of war; this Conference 
will open with nearly all delegates know- 
ing very well what causes war and what 
will cure it! This happy change is due 
in part to hard and conscientious study 
which has taught these women how to 
understand what has been going on in the 
world about them. During the past five 
years the pushing trend of the great world 
civilizations has heen leading strong away 
from war and toward peace, and all the 
wise know it. 


‘| . , A Disarmament Conference is 
coming soon and one delegate writes: 
‘Why not now move for the change of 
title of Department of War to Department 
of Defense, as Denmark has done?’ Well, 
why not? Every nation will do this one 
day. Why shouldn’t the United States 
lead the way? 


‘‘The year 1930 will prove crucial in 
human history and the Conference on the 
Cause and Cure of War a milestone in 
women’s affairs. Come and join us. If 
you are ignorant you may learn something, 
if you are wise we need your council. In 
any event, come.’’ 

—Carrie Chapman Catt. 


District Synodical Societies are urged to 
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send representatives to this Conference 
which will be held in the Hall of Nations, 
Hotel Washington, beginning Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, and lasting through Friday, Jan. 
17, 1930. Four distinguished women, from 
France, Germany, Great Britain, and Ja- 
pan, will be guests of the Conference and 
will take part in the Round Table on ‘‘ How 
far is the peace question woman’s respon- 


sibility and how may women be an ef- 
fective force in the general movement?’’ 
Miss Ruth Morgan will represent the 


United States. Mme. Marie-Louise Puech 
is vice-president of the French Association 
of University Women; Frau Dorothee von 
Velsen is president of the German organi- 
zation corresponding to the League of 
Women Voters; Miss Kathleen D. Court- 
ney, honorary secretary of the Women’s 
Peace Crusade, in which 29 women’s or- 
ganizations of Great Britain co-operated in 
work for the Kellogg Peace Pact; and 
Mrs. Tsune Gauntlett, a native Japanese 
woman married to an Englishman, who is 
a worker in the paseteseiy movements in 
Japan. 


At the banquet on the first evening’ of 
the Conference the speakers will be Gen- 
eral Jan Christian Smuts, the famous 
South African leader, and Bishop Francis 
J. McConnell, president of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
The rest of the program is on an equally 
high basis, and an announcement later of 
the complete program will be issued from 
the National Headquarters of the Com- 
mittee. Delegates from the following or- 
ganizations will be present: American As- 
sociation of University Women, Council of 
Women for Home Missions, Federation of 
Woman’s Boards of Foreign Missions ‘of 
North America, General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, National Board of the 
Young Women’s Christian Associations, 
National Council of Jewish Women, Na- 
tional Federation of Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Clubs, National League of 
Women Voters, National Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, National Wom- 
en’s Trade Union League. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sunday after Christmas, Dec. 29, 1929 


Fellowship Through Worship 
Psalm 122:1-9; Hebrews 10:22-25 


Golden Text: He entered, as His custom 
was, into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day. Luke 4:16. 


Lesson Outline: 1. 
tha. 2. The children of Mary. 3. 
children of God. 


This is the last lesson of the current 
year. Usually it is devoted to a review 
of all the lessons of the preceding quarter. 
But the committee has changed the accus- 
tomed order. It has given us a topic for 
our final lesson on the last Sunday of the 
year. We are to study fellowship through 
worship. 


The reason for this departure from cus- 
tom becomes apparent when we recall the 
lessons of the last quarter. They dealt 
with the social teachings of the Bible. We 
studied them in order to gain a better un- 
derstanding of our social relationships and 
form truly Christian habits and attitudes 
in living and dealing with others. Thus 
all our lessons stressed Christian duties, 


The children of Mar- 
The 


especially our social duties. They erties 


the work-side of religion, | i 


But religion has anothe: 
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Delegates pay a registration fee of $5. 
Reduced railroad rates for the Conference 
have been secured on condition that the 
required number of certificates are turned 
in at Washington. Be sure, when purchas- 
ing tickets to request a certificate, no 
matter how short the journey is. 

A strong local committee under the lead- , 
ership, as heretofore, of Mrs, William L. 
Darby, of Washington, which assures a 
smoothly running Conference, is now at 
work, 

Synodical representatives, or any others 
who will attend, write to either the Coun- 
cil of Women .for Home Missions, 105 E. 
22nd St., New York City, or the, Federa- 
tion of Women’s Boards of Foreign Mis- 
sions of North America, 419 Fourth Ave., 
New York City, stating the fact and giv- 
ing your denominational affiliation, ; 


The G. M. G. of Trinity Chureh, Hast 
Petersburg, Lancaster County, Pa., held 
their Thank Offering service Noy. 29. The 
following program was enjoyed by the 
large audience: Hymn, ‘‘Jesus Calls Us 
O’er the Tumult’’; Devotional Reading— 
Leona Geit and Anna Rice; Scripture 
Reading, Psalm 118—Edna Gochnauer (ad- 
visor); Prayer—Mrts. Walter Pugh; Play- 
let, ‘*The Best Boat’’—Dorothea Garret- 
son, May Vogel, Emeline Shaub, Richard 
Cake, Robert Work, Harold Dietrich and 
Harriet Kauffman; Piano Solo — Nancy 
Pugh; Recitation — Minerva Springer;- 
Playlet, ‘‘The Mission Band’’—Josephine 
Garretson, Sarah Pugh, Virginia Kauff- 
man, Sarah Dietrich, Sarah Graybill an ie 
Mary Pugh; Violin Solo—Patience Garre 
son; Recitation—Blanche Vogel; Playlet, 
‘‘Inviting Mary Ann’’—Madeline Vo ce 

Teltele 


Dorothy Gochnauer, Marian 
Nancy “Pugh, Miner va Springer, Mary 
Graybill, Patience Garretson; Addres 
Mrs. Walter Pugh; Offering and Bene 
tion, the Rev. Walter Pugh. The Thank 
Offering amounted to $23.98, an inereg 
over last year’s. On Dec. 4, the wome 
met with Mrs. Pugh to organize a W. M. 
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ship as well as work. That, indeed, i 
inmost essence. Primarily it is a p 
attitude toward God that expresses 
in communion with Him. There w 
into close touch with the source of t 
power which enables us to live our I 
in a Christian spirit. When worship ¢ 
our work will not long survive. 
It is well, therefore, that in a 
lesson we should consider the pri 
worship. It is the ‘‘good part’ 
by Mary; better, according to Jes 
Martha’s part who was eagerly 
the Master. That familiar story ma 
us to understand and appreciate 
psalm that forms the main part « 
printed lesson (Luke 10:38-42). 
I. The Children of Martha. 
that ‘‘Martha was cumbered a 
serving.’’ Jesus said to her, ‘ 
anxious and troubled about man 
Thus, with a few deft strokes ¢ 
the writer sketches her picture, 
body recognizes the portrait. 
copies of the original are 
where. 2 
What would home be w 
A hovel, most probably. 
of every real home is by fp 
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no finer heroism than that, nor any holier 
service, Thrice blessed is the spirit of 
Martha laboring unseen and unsung in our 
homes that the very foundation of life 
may be kept pure and sweet. 

The same Martha-spirit imbues men and 
women in our Churches. They, too, are 
“feumbered about mich serving.’’ And 
they are a joy to every pastor. How could 
he conduct a modern Church, with its 
many auxiliaries, without the aid and com- 
fort of this loyal legion? They give self 
and substance in lavish measure to all the 
enterprises of the Kingdom. And usually 
their number is small. The few bear the 
burdens of the many. But without these 
few the Churches would be sadly crippled 
in their activities. Their services must 
needs be unremunerated, but they are not 
unappreciated, 

So, again, it is the world’s work. In 
every sphere of it we see men and women 
““eumbered about much serving.’’ We 
find them in mines and mills, on farms 
and in factories, in stores and offices. They 
are doing Martha-work. They are anxious 
and troubled about many things. That is 
the price we are paying for all the com- 
forts and conveniences that followed the 
substitution of steam-power for man- 
power. It meant that millions of persons 
must become mere cogs in the gigantic 
industrial and commercial machine that 
grinds out our luxuries and necessities. 
And there are still many who seem to lack 
even the faintest inkling of what that 
means in terms of human welfare. To 
them all these multitudinous Marthas are 
just ‘‘hands’’ that may be hired or fired 
according to the iron laws of industry. 

It is evident, then, that Martha is quite 
indispensable. She is needed everywhere. 
She requires no eulogist. Her works praise 
her. Our danger is that we overlook her 
shortcomings—the defects of her virtues. 
For, after all, there is:something greater 
and better than work. By itself the Mar- 
tha-spirit is sadly deficient. 

II. The Children of Mary. Mary ‘‘sat 
at the Lord’s feet and heard His word.’’ 
No wonder Martha remonstrated. She was 
overloaded with work, while her sister, ‘ap- 
parently, was doing nothing. But Jesus’ 
gentle and gracious reply contains much 
food for thought, for us no less than for 
Martha. He said, ‘‘But one thing is need- 
ful: for Mary hath chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her.’’ 

What is that one thing? We may call it 
worship, but what does that mean? It is 
a spirit, rather than a thing; an attitude 
rather than an act. It means the insight 
that beneath the surface of life there are 
hidden depths which contain its real treas- 
ures. It means that the soul of man is 
hungry as well as his body, and that only 
God can satisfy that spiritual need. And 
Mary possessed that spirit of worship. 
While the dishes were clattering in 
Martha’s kitchen and while her eager 
hands were preparing a dinner for the 
Master, Mary communed quietly with 
Jesus. 

The psalm of our lesson breathes the 
same spirit. It is a hymn sung by the 
Jews going up to Jerusalem to worship in 
the temple. It voices the spirit of a na- 
tion whose religion made them great. It 
reveals to us the secret of their strength. 
They were ‘‘glad’’ to go unto the house 
of Jehovah to give thanks unto Him, to 
commune with Him in prayer, to inquire 
concerning His judgments, to find in Him 
their peace and prosperity. 

That spirit is the ‘‘one thing needful.’’ 
It must find its way into the lives of all 
the children of Martha who labor in home 
end Church, in industry and commerce. 
Without it they will be cumbered and care- 
ful about many things, and yet achieve 
nothing that abides and satisfies. 


Our wives and mothers need the Mary- 
spirit. They labor in vain unless real reli- 
gion is wrought into the fabrie of the 
home and into the texture of the family 
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life. Our Church-workers need that spirit, TEACHERS’ 
lest they forget that a congregation may HELPS FOR 
be statistically great and spiritually small. INTER- 


They need it, not to supplant, but to sup- 

plement their many outward activities. 
But nowhere, perhaps, do men need the 

Mary-spirit more than in the wide world’s 


work. Never has the world been busier 
than today. Its machines are geared to a 
dizzy speed. They produce incredible 


masses of things. But do they also in- 
crease our spiritual riches? With all our 
labor, are we producing the fruits of the 
spirit—joy, peace, kindness, and all the 
rest of the rich cluster enumerated by Paul 
in Galatians? Our world needs, not less 
work, but more worship. We must learn 
to sing the song of Judah, ‘‘I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go unto the 
house of Jehovah.’’? Then peace and pros- 
perity shall dwell among us. 

Ill. The Children of God. No one can 
fail to discern a marked difference between 
Martha and Mary. They represent perma- 
nent types of character and conduct. They 
were alike in their love and loyalty to the 
Master. They loved Him and were loved 
in return, But they were unlike in their 
temperaments and dispositions. The ac- 
tive, energetic Martha was the busy house- 
keeper, the gracious hostess eager to give 
her honored guest every comfort and 
courtesy. The thoughtful, quiet Mary sat 
at the feet of Jesus, oblivious of food and 
drink. We may give different names to 
these contrasting types of character. We 
may say that they represent work and 
worship, or labor and love. But we all 
recognize the contrast, by whatever name 
we call it. And we ought also to recog- 
nize that each, without the other, is im- 
perfect. 

Frequently these two types misunder- 
stand and undervalue each other. Martha 
felt that Mary was wasting her time in 
idle meditation, when she needed help in 
the kitchen. So in all the spheres of our 
thought and life, the Marthas and Marys 
are apt to collide and clash. Doers and 
thinkers, workers and worshipers, pragmi- 
tists and mystics may easily get into ¢on- 


flict. The active person cries aloud for 
practical results. Nothing else counts for 
much with him. The meditative soul 


shrinks back from all this bustling surface- 
activity. Meditation and communion with 
God seem far more important to Him than 
conferences and committees. 

But work and worship belong together. 
As children of God, we need both the 
spirit of Martha and of Mary. But we 
must have them in their proper relation. 
First things must come first in our lives. 
And these first things were not the busy 
labors of Martha. There were other things 
more needful, and these things Mary had 
chosen. 

That remains true forever. Worship is 
more needful than work. Love is greater 
than labor. Communion with God is far 
more important than conferences with 
men. And, in the end, it is always the 
dreamer who is the doer of great things. 
In the house of Simon, this ‘‘impractical’’ 
Mary did a thing which the ‘‘practical’’ 
spectators denounced as being extravagant- 
ly wasteful. But it is souls like Mary that 
do the most for God and give their best to 
Him. 

So, at the end of a series of lessons on 
our social duties, we remind ourselves of 
the place of worship in the worker’s life. 
In and through fellowship with God we 
shall come into the closest fellowship with 
man, And only as all mankind shall learn 
to worship together at the feet of their 
Father will they learn to live and labor 
together as His children. 

And in our time that would seem to be 
the lesson, the supreme lesson, that the 
Church itself must learn and teach the 
world. We are a working Chureh, but we 
are not a conquering Church. Is it be- 
cause worship has fallen into neglect? 
Then let us resolve, as a Church, during 


NATIONAL SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL 
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PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES 


By Amos R. Wells, 
Litt.D., LL.D., $2.00 


The world’s great- 
est commentary on the 
International Uni- 
form Sunday School 
lessons. Inspirational . 
and unlimited in its 
possibilities for prep- 
aration for all grades, 


Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons, for 
1930. By James H. Snowden, D.D., $1.35. 

Dr. Snowden has in a high degree the 
gift of selection and of keeping his mate- 
rial within the limits allowed for the les- 
son period in the average Sunday School. 
He selects incidents enough to make the 
people and events of the lesson interesting 
and human, fits into this frame sufficient 
comment to bring out the character weak- 
nesses or strengths displayed by them in 
these transactions, indicates for the in- 
struction of his students places where these 
same judgments may apply to themselves, 
and suggests further live topics growing 
out of the lessons for discussion. (36.) 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide. By Martha 
Tarbell, Ph.D. $2.00. Campbell Morgan, 
the Great Preacher and Bible Expositor, 
says: ‘‘Once more I am impressed with 
the marvelous ability of the author. . 

It almost amazes me by its inspirational 
and educational advantages to any 
teacher, ’’ 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary on the 
International S. S. Lesson. $1.00. With 
its hints to teachers, illustrations, black- 
board exercises, questions, maps, etc., this 
popular help has for many years supplied 
the need for a good all-round commentary 
at a popular price, (55.) 


The Gist of the Lesson. By R. A. Tor- 
rey. 35c. <A pocket exposition of the Sun- 
day School lessons. (55.) 


The Superintendent’s Guide for 1929. By 
Harry Edwards Bartow. 35c. 


A Daily Digest of the Sunday School 
Lessons for 1930. By Amos R. Wells. 35c. 
Vest pocket size, bound in silk cloth. 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


the Pentecostal year that is about to be- 
gin, to practice the presence of God in 
communion with Him. Thus we shall find 
the power that our weakness needs to 
establish His Kingdom. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 29—Youth’s Needs That Christ Can 
Meet. Matt. 4:1-11; Heb. 4:14-16 


The remarkable thing about Christ is 
that He can meet every need of every 
one. No matter what that need may be 
He ean supply it, for He is all sufficient. 
I can go to Him at all times and He never 
fails to supp!y my needs. The aged can 
go to Him and find in Him what their 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
f 


"Tor eatalogue or information address the 

President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
jum and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


'‘ HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS 
needed to help students of slender means 
struggling against imcreasing costs. 
HOW TO FOUND A SCHOLARSHIP: 
1. By Direct Gift—income. available at 
once. 2. By Annuity Contract—not active 
during life of donor. 3. By Bequest— 
available only after death. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.” 
Full information on request. 
Rev. JAMES M. S. Is=NBeRa, D.D., 
Vice-President. 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 
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hearts long for. The young, likewise, may 
have their needs supplied by Him. He 
can suffice, for He hath sufficed. Some- 
times the young people feel as though they 
had no needs, Their wants may be few. 
Most of their needs are met by their par- 
ents or by friends who feel an interest in 
them. What marvelous provision the world 
has made to supply the needs of young 
people! These provisions are in the realm 
of the physical, the mental and the spir- 
itual. It sometimes seems as if life was 
so organized that its chief concern was 
for the welfare and benefit of the young 
people. Of course, the young people are 
the hope of the future and only as they 
are properly looked after will the future 
be secured. But most of the young people 
have never faced up to life’s real prob- 
lems. Many of the problems which perplex 
older people the young as yet know noth- 
ing of. Their life is carefree. Their spir- 
its are blithe and not weighed down by 
the concerns and cares of life. Most prob- 
lems begin to press as the years multiply. 
And yet the youth have needs and prob- 
lems of their own. These are just as real 
to them as they are to older folks. Let us 
look at a few of youth’s needs that Christ 
can meet. 

1. Guidance. We hear a great deal these 
days about self-determination. Now self- 
determination is a good thing provided 
the determination is set in the right direc- 
tion. A great deal of training, of coach- 
ing, of guidance is required or else self- 
determination may take a wrong course. 
Guidance is not coercion, not a forceful 
process, but rather one of suggestion 
and direction. Now, everyone is in need 
of this, especially at a time when one 
stands at the parting of the ways and when 
great decisions in life have to be made. 
How can the young know the way except 
somebody show them? They as yet have 
had no large experience. They have not 
yet sensed the difficulties that may lie 
along the pathway of life. They may not 
be conscious of the pitfalls that may 
await them and consequently a safe con- 
duct or guide in life is-an indispensable 
thing. How can the blind lead the blind? 
The best guide in life is Jesus. He is at 
once the way and He leads the way. He 
can furnish proper guidance for youth. He 
knows life with all of its problems. He 
knows youth with all of its possibilities, 
and therefore He is the only sure guide 
in life. 

2, Help. Perhaps it is a wrong thing to 
supply too much help for young people. 
They ought to help themselves very large- 
ly. By having everything done for them 
they never learn to do anything by them- 
selves. They must learn to bear their own 
burdens and solve their own problems. 
Nevertheless help is required, especially in 
times of temptation, in seasons of weak- 
ness and when dangers lurk along the way. 
It is a mistake to shield and shelter young 
people from the tests and temptations of 
life. They do not need shelter but they 
needs strength to resist temptation. This 
also Jesus can supply. He faced tempta- 
tion. He knew how to meet it and over- 
come it. Consequently Jesus can supply 
the needed help for the young when trials 
and temptations come upon them. They 
will derive help from His example, from 
the way in which He conducted Himself 
when He was tried. The best help always 
comes by imparting spiritual strength to 
the one who needs it; not by bearing the 
load for one but by giving him strength 
to bear it himself. This strength Jesus 
imparts to all who would receive it. There 
is no temptation which can overtake us 
which we cannot resist through the 
strength and help which Jesus is ready 
to supply. 

3. Courage. One of the supreme needs 
of life is courage. It is a quality which 
young people especially prize. They des- 
pise a coward. They like courage, forti- 
tude, bravery, and this is one of the ele- 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA, 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Serviee es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
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ments which inspires youth. They need 
the courage of their convictions, the eour- 
age to do right though everybody is against 
them, the courage to break with conven- 
tionalities, and not to compromise with 
evil. There is nothing finer than to see 
young people bravely, courageously facing 
their tasks in life. This courage Jesus also 
can supply. What a dauntless and fear- 
less personality He was! How He dared 
to stand alone for principles, and how He 
constantly inspired courage in the hearts 
of His followers! By His magnetic spirit 
weak and vaccillating men became strong 
and stalwart champions of the trath, 
Craven cowards who hung on the edge of 
the crowd came out openly and heroically — 
for Christ. Under the spell of the eour- — 
ageous Christ men became bold so that peo- _ 
ple marveled at their boldness. Today 
Jesus can supply this need for our young = 
people. Under His inspiration they can 
meet the problems of life with open faee SE4 
and calm but courageous convictions, = = — 
4, Ideals. The inventory of you! 
needs would not be completed withou 
mention of ideals. Without ideals th 
little progress and little meaning to 
itself. The young are naturally imita 
They learn many things from 


ideals that are worthy and 
one can supply these lik 
up the highest goals, the 
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and the best ends in life. And He not 
only furnishes the ideal but He supplies 
the inspiration which is necessary to at- 
tain the same. Consequently the young 
people should accept Christ as their leader, 
as their helper, their hero and their ideal 
in life. If they do this their deepest 
needs will be supplied. They may not get 
everything they want, but they will have 
all they need. ‘‘One thing is needful. 


Mary hath chosen the good part that can- 
not be taken from her.’’ Jesus is all suffi- 
cient for life’s needs. Yea, all I need in 
Him I find. 


‘In sorrow He’s my comfort; 
In joy He is my stay. 


He tells me every care on Him to roll, © 


He is the fairest of ten thousand to my 
soul,’’ 
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At the age of .102, Mrs. Ebba Lindman, 
mother of the Prime Minister of Sweden, 
former Admiral Arvid Lindman, died at 
Stockholm, Dee. 4. 

Thomas A. Edison has gone to his win- 
ter home at Fort Myers, Fla., where he 
will continue his experiments in the produc- 
tion of rubber from the common goldenrod 
and other plants. Mr. Edison has been 
working for some time on the rubber prob- 
lem, seeking a plant that could be grown 
quickly and in great quantity in the United 
States, so that in an emergency the coun- 
try would not be without a rubber supply. 

The cumulative ra for mortality from 
automobile accident for the first ten 
months of 1929 was »y far the highest 
ever recorded among the more than 19,- 
000,000 industrial policy holders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in 
the United States and Canada. It reports 
a death rate of 19.5 per 100,000 of its 
policy holders. 

Gifford Pinchot, former governor of 
Pennsylvania, has recently returned from 
an expedition to the South Sea Islands. 

Secretary Mellon of the Treasury made 
his annual report to Congress Dec. 4 for 
the fiscal year 1929, and presented an 
optimistle picture of governmental fi- 
nances. He estimated the surplus at the 
end of the fiscal year 1930 at $225,581,534 
and for year 1931 at $122,788,966. He 
added that he believed a reduction of 
#160,000,000 in taxes paid by individuals 


and corporations in the calendar year 1930, 


which he recommended, could safely be 
made at this time. 

Cyrus H. K. Curtis, of Philadelphia, has 
given $100,000 to Bowdoin College, Maine. 
The income is to be used for the payment 
of annuities and pensions to members of 
the faculty whose retiring allowances have 
been affected by cuts in Carnegie Founda- 
tion grants. 

The government debt at the end of 
November was $16,691,550,000, a reduction 
during the year of $801,858,000, according 
to a Treasury Department statement. 

Louis Folwell Hart, former Governor of 
Washington, died at Seattle, Dec. 5. He 
was in his 68th year. 

Representative W. W. Griest, of Lancas- 
ter, Pa., died at Mount Clemens, Mich., 
after an illness of five months. In 1909, 
Mr. Griest was elected to Congress and 
continued in office until his death. He was 
one of the most influential members of 
that body. 

The League of Nations Council will meet 
in Geneva Jan, 13 instead of Jan. 20, the 
secretariat has announced, in order to avoid 
conflict with the five-power naval confer- 
ence in London. 

The administration’s joint resolution 
calling for a reduction of $160,000,000 in 
1929 income taxes was passed in the House 
of Representatives Dec. 5 by a vote of 
282 to 17. 

More than 400 ‘‘key men,’’ representing 
every branch of industry, finance, trade 
and commerce, met at Washington Dee, 5 
to devise means for carrying out President 
Hoover’s effort to stimulate and stabilize 
business, 


Three and a half days after he vanished 
in a storm between Bellefonte, Pa., and 
Cleveland, Thomas P. Nelson was found 
Dec. 5 dead beside.the snow-covered wreck- 
age of his air mail plane at Chagrin Falls. 
He is the 10th mail flier to lose his life on 
the Cleveland-New York route. 

Dr. William Fairfield Warren, president 
emeritus of Boston University, died Dee. 6 
at his home in Brookline, at the age of 
96. Dr. Warren was widely known for his 
active intellectual and religious leader- 
ship. 

William S. Vare, who, according to the 
decision of the Republican members of the 
Senate Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, was ‘‘legally elected’? in November, 
1926, as a United States Senator from 
Pennsylvania, lost his three-years’ fight 
for the seat Dec. 6, when the Senate by a 
vote of 58 to 22, declared that his title 
was tainted with fraud, and that he was 
not entitled to the seat. Joseph R. Grundy 
was appointed to take the seat. 

Colonel Patrick Jay Hurley, of Okla- 
homa, has been named by President Hoo- 
ver for Secretary of War to fill the vac- 
ancy caused by the gq Tames W. 
Good and the nomin » she :t imme- 
diately to the Senate n and -urley is 
now Assistant Secre As He is 
46 years old. 

The thanksgiving fund by which Great 
Britain celebrated King George’s recovery 
of his health has been closed with a total 
of $3,365,233, including many contribu- 
tions from the United States. The fund 
has been divided between the National 
Radium Fund and King Edward’s Hospital. 


Coincident with the receipt of an official 
report that five Haitians had been killed 
and twenty wounded in a clash with ma- 
rines at Aux Cayes, the dispatch of 500 
marine reinforcements to Port au Prince 
and the sailing of the cruiser Galveston, 
President Hoover Dec. 7 sent a special 
message to Congress asking an appropria- 
tion of $50,000 for a commission to investi- 
gate conditions and recommend some more 
definite policy for the United States to- 
ward the island republic. American ma- 
rines have been in Haiti since July 1915, 
when Admiral Caperton not only restored 
order after the slaying of President Sam 
but assisted in the re-establishment of the 


med 


‘Haitian Government and the election of a 


president. 

The State Dept. has received replies from 
29 foreign governments in response to its 
invitations to the powers party to the Kel- 
logg anti-war treaty to urge peace upon 
Russia and China in the dispute over the 
Chinese Eastern Railway in Manchuria, 

The State of Illinois is prepared to spend 
$175,000 on the improvements to Lincoln’s 
tomb, which was visited last year by 141,- 
041 visitors from all parts of the world. 

Walter S. Gifford, president of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Co., 
opened Dee. 8 a two-way telephone service 
with a ship at sea (the Leviathan) for the 
first time on a commercial basis. Phone 
calls were given and received while the 
vessel was 200 miles at sea. 


The State Department has announced, 
by authority of President Hoover, the sig- 
nature of the United States Government 
was attached at Geneva Dec. 9 to the 
documents which provide for the member- 
ship of the United States in the Perma- 
nent Court of International Justice, other- 
wise the World Court. It now remains for 
the President to submit the protocols to 
the Senate for ratification. 

108 persons perished, 69 ships stranded 
in a gale that swept Europe the first week 
in December. 

Ben B. Lindsey, former juvenile eourt 
judge, has been disbarred by the Colorado 
Court for receiving gifts of money while 
on the bench. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Foundations of Jewish Ethics, by 
Armin H. Koller. The Macmillan Com- 
pany. Price, $2.50. 


The volume is one of a series of the 
teachings of Judaism, to be followed by 
four other volumes on the following sub- 
jects: The Ethics of the Individual, Social 
Ethics in Judaism, God, and Judaism 
among the Religions. It appeared origi- 
nally in. German and has now been trans- 
lated into English for the sake of its 
wider circulation among American and 
English readers. It is not a discussion but 
a compilation of quotations from original 
sources of Jewish thought upon subjects 
such as Morality as a basic requirement 
of Judaism, Purity of Soul, Freedom of 
Will, Rewards and Punishments, Equality 
of all Human Beings, ete. Each chapter 
opens with a preface, which is nothing 
more than brief summary of Jewish teach- 
ing on the subject under discussion, fol- 
lowed by quotations and passages in his- 
torie sequence from the whole range of its 
entire literature, such as the Bible, the 
Palestinian Apocrypha, the prayers and 
poetry of the synagogue, the Talmud, mod- 
ern Jewish literature and the works of 
Christian authors who have made a scien- 
tifie study of Judaism. While intended 
primarily for Jewish readers, it is no doubt 
intended to disabuse the non-Jewish mind 
of a prejudice and a misconception which 
the real facts in the case do not warrant. 
That this is a consummation to be hoped 
for goes without saying. 

—P. A. D. 


How to Understand the Gospels, by An- 
thony C. Deane, M.A. Harper Brothers, 
Publishers. 


The contents of this volume meet the 
aim that its title sets forth. The book is 
written in a popular style and is free from 
the terms and the vocabulary that are so 
often employed when the Gospels are the 
subject under discussion. Any person of 
average intelligence will find the book 
interesting and will enjoy it as it is not 
difficult reading. The author states the 
problems which the Gospels have raised, 
shows how, when and why they came to 
be written, and discusses their authorship 
in such a way as to strengthen the read- 
er’s faith in their authority as well as in 
their accuracy and value. Although the 
author is an eminent scholar, he does not 
make a show of scholarship in his book 
as is done so frequently in such cases by 
appending footnotes and inserting lengthy 
quotations from innumerable authorities, 
The book itself is in the author’s own 
language and states his own conclusions, 
These conclusions are neither too eon- 
servative, nor are they too radical. In 
most instances they commend themselves 
to the average reader, as reasonable and 
eorrect. Sunday School teachers and stu- 
dents of the Bible should purchase this 
book and read it, 

—P. A. D. 
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PROF. PHILIP VOLLMER, PH.D., D.D. 

Professor Philip Vollmer, Ph.D., D.D., 
was born on Noy, 28, 1860, at Frankenthal, 
in the Palatinate, Germany, and was bap- 
tized and confirmed in the United Evan- 
gelical Church of the province on the basis 
of the Heidelberg Catechism. He received 
his elementary education in the schools of 
his native city. Krom 1875-1878 he learned 
the trade of printer and proofreader at 
the missionary institution, St. Chrischona, 
in Switzerland, during which period he 
also pursued private studies in Latin, gen- 
eral history and literature. 


Professor Philip Vollmer, Ph.D., D.D. 


At the invitation of Dr. G. Seibert, Prof. 
Vollmer arrived at New York on Sept. 11, 
1878, and on the following day he entered 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at 
Bloomfield, N. J., graduating in 1881 from 
the college department and in 1884 from 
the school of theology. Later he pursued 
two graduate courses, one in 1884-1885 at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York 
City, and the second in 1891-1893 in resi- 
dence at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, specializing in philosophy, 
sociology, American history and English 
literature, and leading to the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy. Part of the time 


of his five trips to Europe was spent in. 


research work and the study of teaching 
methods at the German Universities of 
Heidelberg, Strassburg, Berlin, Leipzig 
and Halle. In 1899 the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity honora causa was conferred 
upon him by Ursinus College. 

From the beginning Dr. Vollmer’s life- 
work branched out into five directions: 
the pastorate, teaching, literary activity, 
general Church work and special sociologi- 
cal studies. For over:-20 years he served 
two Churches: 1884-1889, the Willoughby 
Ave. Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and 1889-1905, St. Paul’s Reformed Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Vollmer was instructor in Bloom- 
field Seminary, 1882-7, and for 28 years 
he served as professor of theology in 
three seminaries: 1898-1907, in the Ursinus 
School of Theology, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
1907-1922, in Central Seminary, Dayton, 
O.; 1922-1926, in Eden Seminary, St. Louis, 
Mo. At his age of retirement in 1926, he 
was appointed Executive Secretary of the 
Commission on Christianity and Social 
Problems. 

Dr. Vollmer performed a large amount 
of literary work, as editor and contributor 
to various religious, theological, sociologi- 
cal and political periodicals. He is also 
the author of over 30 books and pam- 
phlets, among which are 3 widely used 
textbooks for Bible study: ‘‘The Writings 
of the New Testament in their Historical 
Setting’’;“*New Testament Sociology,’’ 
and ‘‘The Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ.’ ” 

Dr. Vollmer devoted a large portion of 
time and energy to general Church, edu- 
cational and social work, as a member or 
president of various boards and commit- 
tees. In his extensive lecture work he 
specialized in the social implications of 
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Christ’s Gospel. He was a member of 
several scientific associations and social 
clubs, and was keenly interested in Amer- 
ican and international polities. 

This busy and useful man of God entered 
into rest at his home in Palmyra, N. J., 
on Dec. 10, and funeral services were con- 
ducted in the Presbyterian Church, River- 
tony Nied.ron "Dee. 13at ay PY eMe ane. 
Purd E. Deitz, a former‘*pupil of Dr, 
Vollmer, preaching. 

Dr. Vollmer is survived by his widow, 


~ Mrs. Mathilde Vollmer, of Palmyra, N. J.; 


4 children: Mrs. Elvin I. Powell, of Pal- 
myra; Mrs. Melville H. Way, of Baltimore, 
Md.; Rev. Philip Vollmer, Jr., of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and Prof. Clement Vollmer, of 
Durham, N. C.; and 3 grandchildren: Mar- 
jorie F. Powell, Donald Vollmer Powell 
and Virginia Vollmer Way. 


MRS. ELISE SCHWEGLER 


Mrs. Elise Schwegler, nee Good, wife 
of Rudolph Schwegler,.died at the home 
of her son-in-law, Rev. W. G. Lienkaemper, 
Salem, Ore., after a lingering illness, Nov. 
26, aged 73 years, 7 months and 10 days. 
She was born in Wattwyl, Canton St. Gall, 
Switzerland. She was dedicated to God 
in infancy in Holy Baptism. Later in her 
youth she took upon herself the fuller 
vows of God in confirmation. In 1875 she 
was married to Rudolph Schwegler,. left 
her ancestral home with him and came to 
America. She made her home in Lafayette, 
Ind., where her husband was engaged in 
the retail drug business. Here she spent 
the greater part of her life. She was for 
many years a devoted member and faith- 
ful worker of our Lafayette Church. A 
woman of genuine Christian culture, she 
was always an inspiration and blessing to 
her Church, a staunch friend of every pas- 
tor and an ardent supporter of every good 
cause. She was a diligent reader of the 
Church papers and was thus also conver- 
sant with the trend of things in the 
Church-at-larg 

In her hom 
selfish devotio 


ave herself with un- 
elf-effacing service to 
her loved one la neighbor and friend 
she was este and honored; affable, 
friendly, always ready to help. She was 
blessed with unusual health and strength 
until stricken with a fatal disease about 
three years ago. During a large part of 
this time she was called upon to pass 
through much physical suffering. Her dis- 
position, however, remained sweet, humble, 
and childlike to the very end. She yielded 
herself without ,gainsaying to her Heay- 
enly Father’s will and kept her faith un- 
clouded in the loving purpose of God, She 
is survived by her sorrowing husband, two 
daughters: Mrs. W. G. and Mrs. Otto Lien- 
kaemper; four grandchildren; and one 
brother, F. Louis Good, of Portland, Ore. 
It can be truly said of her: ‘‘Blessed are 
the dead, who die in the Lord from hence- 
forth; yea, saith the spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors and their works do 
follow them.’? — 

Burial services were conducted by Revs. 
A. F. Lienkaemper and P. J. Schnert (of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church) in Beth- 
any Reformed Church, Salem, Ore. Inter- 
ment was made in City View Cemetery be- 
side her only son, Dr. George Schwegler, 
who preceded her in death 17 years ago. 
Among the beautiful floral offerings were 


some from far away friends in Lafayette, © 


Ind., Cleveland, Ohio, and La Grange, Il. 


FREDERICK G.. BRUNHOUSE, Esq. 
Frederick CG. Brunhouse, Esq., prominent 
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strain of complications, and was unable 
to overcome his critical condition. 

Mr. Brunhouse, son of Frederick W. and 
Mary Brunhouse, was born on Oct, 18, 
1865, in York, Pa. He attended the publie 
schools and York Academy, and later was 
graduated from Coleman’s National Busi- 
ness College, Newark, N. J. At an early 
age he united with the First United 
Brethren Church, York, Pa., where he took 
an active part in the Sunday School and 
Church work. While in York he was united 
in marriage to Ella J. Brodbeck, daughter 
of George S. and Christina Brodbeck, Jef- 
ferson, Pa. In June, 1893, he removed to 
Sunbury, Pa., and united with the Re- 
formed Church of that city. Coming to 
Philadelphia in December, 1895, he became 
a law student, graduated from Temple 
College, was admitted to the Pennsylvania 
Bar, and continued in active practice for 
over 24 years. 


On Jan, 24, 1897, Mr. and Mrs. Brun- 
house were received into the fellowship of 
Heidelberg Reformed Church, then located — 
at 19th and Oxford Sts. Throughout his 
years of membership in Heidelberg he was ~ | 
one of her most active members. For 
many years he was the financial secretary, 
and also the elder primarius to the meet- 
ings of the judicatories of the Chureh, 
where he always was assigned important 
tasks which he carefully and faithfully 
performed. For 21 years he was a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Be 
of Home Missions, in which capaci 
served as attorney. Possessing a 
financial mind, he always was on to 
ly manage the financial affairs of the B 
and of his own local Chureh. He ha 
been appointed attorney for the © 
Berger Memorial Home, and it is © 
fitting that Heidelberg Church has 
lished an endowment of $5,000 
Home in memory of him. 
Elder Brunhouse was a devoted 
of God, deeply interested in the esse 
of our faith; a sturdy soldier of the 
fighting courageously for that which 
felt was right; a loyal supporter of 1 
program of the Kingdom, in his 
Church and in the Church-at-large. T 
who knew him could not help but ad 
the certainty of his faith and the gs 
which he took in all the question 
problems of the work. me 
He is survived by his widow, Mr 
J. Brunhouse; one son, Ralph; a 
child, Frederick; one brother, J. W. 
house, of Philadelphia; and two si 
Mrs. Clarence Yeattes and Mrs, 
Rudisill, both of York, Pa. ey 
The funeral service was conduet 
‘Thursday evening, Oct. 31, at his 
dence, in charge of his pastor, 
Arthur Yeakel Holter. Dr. Cl 
Schaeffer, president of the Gener 
and executive secretary of the 
sion Board, who was a very inti 


very highly of the deceased, 

text, ‘‘He was a good x 
pastor spoke sympathetica 
words of the text, ‘‘ Precious 
of the Lord is the death 
On the following afternoon th 
charge of the service in 
Greenmount Cemetery, Yor 
body of our beloved brot 
rest. Many and varie 
expressions of symp: 
in the passing o 
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